Advertiſement. 


HE Reaſon why the Title-page 

in this Edition tiers from that in 
the Firſt, is not from any Alteration of 
the Sermons, but becauſe Some have 
imagined that they were calculated 
For only one Claſs of Priſoners, viz. 
Such as are under Sentence of Death 
by the Civil Law: Hhereas, the I- 


PORTANT TRUTHS contained in theſe . 


D1ſcourſes are applicable to all Readers, 
omitting only (if they are ſo diſpoſed) 
the few Paſſages directed immediately 
to thoſe unhappy Perſons, againſt whoſe 
evil works Sentence will ſo ſpeedily be 
executed*, <a53, 
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TO THE I 


CONDEMNE D. 


LITERALLY, INTENDED 


*z For the Benefit of thoſe under Sentence of Death by the 


Laws of their Country ; 
SPIRITUALLY, 


For ALL who feel themſelves under CondEMNATION 
By the Law of G OD, 


AND WHO MAY PROPERLY BE STILED 


PRISONERS or HOPE. 


To which is Added 


An oriIcinar DIALOGUE, 


Between the MiINISTER and a Convict ordered for 
Execution. 


By DAVID EDWARDS. _ 
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He that believeth not, is condEmNED already. Joun iii. 18. 


Curſed is every one that continueth not in ALL THINGS which 
are written in the Book of the Law to do them. GAL. iii. 10. 


Believe in the Lord Jzsus CARIs TT, and Thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
ACTS xvi. 30. 
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| egy HE candid Reader, who 
9 T 4 ſhall be pleaſed to peruſe 
; -& the following Diſcourſes 
e is defired to remember, 
That they were delivered upon very 
melancholy Occaſions, though too com- 
mon in our Libertine Age. The Oc- 
caſion contributed not a little to rouze 
the paſſions of the Preacher, and this, 
it is preſumed, will make tome Apo— 
logy for the warmth of diction which 
the Reader will find in ſome parts of 
the work. Theſe Sermons are now 
; publiſhed to the world, not for any 
diſtinguiſhed exce/lency of compojition, 
nor any ſuperior force of argument, 
but for the following Reaſons, 
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1. Numbers of Male factors are con- 
0 figned over to a ſhameful death in 
; this kingdom every year; ct no pro- 
feſled diſcourſes to ſuch have been pub- 
liſhe ed in the Englith Langaag:.— We 
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„22 
have had, ** Sermons to J oung Men.“ 
—* Sermons to Jung Women,” — 
« Sermons to the 4zed”—Sermons to 
all clafles of people, but no Sermons 
that the Author remembers ever to 
have heard of, addrefled to condemned 
criminals, or to warn others at the 
time of heir ſuffering. Condemned 
Malefactors it tis to be feared, have 1 
been too much neglected; yet ſurelßy, c 
they highly deſerve pity, compaſſion, t 
and aſſiſtance ; and it is highly to the g 
honour of the BRITISH LEGISLATURE _ © 
to take their caſe into conſideration, * fi 


by appointing ſalaries to fome Mini- g 
ters who attend Priſoners in ſuch un- 1 
happy circumſtances.— at 

ape bt | Cc 

2. In the Manuals that have been ww 
publiſhed for the uſe of Criminals un- of 
der ſentence of Death; The One thing © C 
needful ſeems to be overlooked: tr 


CHRIST, and his FREE-OGRACR; in 
CHRIST and his GREAT $ALVA- of 
TIN, are but ſlightly touched upon, tl! 
Faith and Repentance are confuſedly an 
treatde of in them. Theſe important of 
points th 


1 

„ points are ſhewn, as it were, through 
= E miſt, | dimly and indiſtinciſy, more apt 
to bewilder than to direct. 


0 f 

's Through all the following Diſ- 
8 F courſes, a peculiar regard 1s paid to 
d the Depravity of Mankind by Nature, 


e and the exceeding ſinfulneſs of Sin. — 
d The glorious Doctrine of the Gop— 
e HEAD of CHRIST, — The abſolute ne- 
y, ceͤſſity of an atonement for SIN, and 
u, the Eternity of Hell-torments are in a 


ne great meaſure built upon the Truth 
of man's miſery. Whenever a poor 
n, ſinner is ſmitten with a ſenſe of his 
i- _ guilt, and alarmed with an apprehen- 


n- _ fion of the Wrath of God againſt him 
as a ſinner If he is ſolicitouſly con- 
cerned to find a ſafe Ręſting- place, 


en _ Where he may be free from the guilt 
in- of fin and the Terrors of the Law and 
ng Conſcience, — Where can ſuch a 
d: _ troubled ſoul find Ref and Safety but 


E; in Chrift Feſus, and under the covert 


A- of his everlaſting righteouſneſs To 
on, _ thoſe who believe, He is precious: 
dly and to thoſe who are truly convinced 
ant of fin, theſe ſalutary Truths will be 
nts their own beſt Recomme::dation,— 
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It muſt be granted, that the rt 
nal ſyſtem which the Author hath 


choſen, though once reputed orthodox 
in the Proteſtant Churches, is now fal- 
len into great contempt with many 
who look upon themſelves to be Judges 
of Sentiments and Compoſitions. 
Nor 1s this to be wondered at: For 
ſo long as the Devil is ſuffered to de- 
cerve the nations, and ſo long as the 
heart of man is wnconvinceed of in, 
we may aſſure ourſelves that the doc- 
trine of man's ſin fulneſs and miſery 
by the FALL, the doctrines of com- 
plete Juſtification by the righteouſneſs 
of the great Immanuel, and the Sanc- 
tification of Heart and newneſs of Life 
through the power of the bleed Spirit 
will mect with oppoſition. If ever a 
Reformation takes place, it muſt be 
under the influences of the Eternal 
Spiri, produced by theſe Bible-Truths. 
For unleſs theſe are generally incul- 
cated, the moit eloquent Diſcaus ſes 
from the by es or the moſt correct 
Difertations ſrom the Preſs, (To uſe 


the Language of an eminent Divine) 
will 


LY 7 


H vill be no better than a pointleſs Ar- 
row, or a broken Bow.—And although 
the Author profeſles a firm attachment 


to theſe important Points, yet he 1s 


careful not to lay ſuch a ſtreſs upon 


circuniſtantials in Religion, as a 6:- 
gotted Sectarian temper is prone to do. 
No -7/ is here adminiſtred to increaſe 


the flame of Animaoſity and Party-Spir, 


union of the 
Truth as it is in 


too often hinders the 
profeſſed friends of the 
Jeſus. —The Author 


which, alas! 


1 highly eſteems and loves all who love 


our Lord Feſus Chrift in fincerity. 


Inſtead of coveting the voice of 


Fame, or being anxiouſly concerned 


about what the officious Cyitic will ſay 
of what is here delivered with much 
-plainneſs, ang cordial fincerity—If a 


> gracious God will be 


pleated to make 


them inſtrumental in reclaiming one 
ſoul, it will afford the Author a plea- 


ſure, which neither applauſe can give, 


nor cenſure take away. 


The 
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| SERMON Il. 

The Faithful Saying explained and illuſtra- 
ted: Or, Salvation by Chriſt for the very 
Chief of Sinners. 


1 Tin. i. 15. 
This is a ſaithſul Saying, and worthy of all accep̃- 
that Chrift Jeſus came into the World to ſave Sinners : 
Of whom Jam chief. 


SERMON II. 
The PENITENT THIEF. 


5 LUKE xxili. 42, 43. 
Aud he ſaid unto Feſus, Lord, remember me when 


thou comeſt into thy kingdom, 
= And Feſus ſaid unto him, Ferily I ſay unto thee, To- 
. dey /oalt thou be with me in paradiſe. 


SERMON III. 
ON THE LOSS OF THE SOUL, 


| Marr. xvi. 26. 


For what is a man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole 
World and loſe bis own foul? Or <vhat ſhall a man | 
give in exchange for his Soul? 
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SERMON IV. 


On the Miſery of being at Enmity with 
Gop : and The Happineſs and Means of 
Reſtoration to his Favour. 


Mr. v. 25, 26. 
Agree with thine Adverſary quickly, auhilſt thou ar! 
in the <vay with him; left at any time the Adwerſary 
deliver thee to the Fudge, and the Fudge deliwer thee 


io the Officer, and thou be caſt into priſon. Verily . 
T ſay unto thee, Thou ſhalt by no means come out the.ice 
till thou haſt paid the uttermęſt farthing. 
SERMON V. Th 
Priſoners of Hope invited to a ſure Refuge. 
. I } 


ZECHARIAH ix. 10. 
Turn ye to the Strong- hold, ye Priſoners of Hoe 


S6AMON VI. 
ON THE WAGES OF SIN. 


Rom. vi. 23. 
For the Wages of Sin is Death: but the Gift of Ge, 


is Eternal Life, through our Lord Ji/us Chriſt, 
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SERMON I. 


3 he Faithſul Saying explained and 
illuſtrated: Or, Salvation by Chriſt 
for the very Chief of Sinners+. 


— * n 


1 TiM. i. I's, 


This is a faithful Saving, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus came into the 
World to fave Sinners; of whom I am chief. 


Ni VERY one in this large Con- 
I gregation ſtands upon the brink 
of Eternity ln a few years, or 
a few days, we mutt all launch 
into the eternal world, and all 
1% will be fixed in a ſtate of eter- 
Here are Two 
before us, who literally know the awful change is 
near indeed to them : They are condemned to ſuffer 
aſhametul Death, for notorious crimes committed 
apainſt the known laws of their country and their 
Eonfciences, —Moft of you are come to gratify tho 
1 B 


E 
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cager 


＋ This Sermon was preach'd when John Francis and J. 
breaking. 
dri! gth. 1763 
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dreadful circumftances—W hat anguiſh may we ſu pr 
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enger defire of beholding them Tis truly an affec- fl 
ting fight to Tee two. young healthful men in fuch 133 


poſe muſt ſtruggle in their Parents breaſts, to have 
their ſons, tenderly united to their affections, at leaſt | 
by the Ties of Nature, to be cut off in their full Sat 
Strength by the ſword oſ juſtice for their malignant 


© deeds! It muſt be like .a dagger to their hearts.— 
The Scene may well cauſe our eyes to.guſh with tear: 
But I have this to tell you in their favour—That —. 
they are not fo harden'd as to be deaf to inſtruction; Spi 
far from it: They defire earneſtly to hear the Word 
of God — By the converſation I had with them, they 
defire to know tlie way to be ſaved— They are in a 
poſture of expectation, expecting ſoon to ſtand before x 
a far more awful Tribunal than that before which 4 


they lately were arraigned—even before the Fudgment N t 
Seat of Chr O that the Judge eternal may acquit ext 
and receive them! May the divine Spirit powerful- Bel 
ly teach, and lead them to the Fountain of Redemp- mur 
tion! To which end, all things conſider'd, I could ru 
not think of a more. ſuitable ſubje& to ſpeak from "tio! 
than that which I have read to you. This is a und 
« faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, That app 
* Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave Sinners; Of cha 
«©. ovhom 1 am chief,” Methinks that heavenly Rivers Ca: 
of Pleaſure flow in theſe Words—Never was there ort 
more goſpel expreſſed in ſo few words !—Take them elf 
ye priſoners in your chains and bind them on your hin 
hearts,—Take them, ye hearers, and give them full An 
room in your minds It is the Goſpel in epitome, the 

| | tnli 

The words may be conſidered as ohe entire Pro- 


poſition of themſelves ; 
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fees I truſt it will be to our advantage to enquire, 


'Y Fir. Who is this great Perſon, who is ſaid to 


+ 8 come into the world. 

ave 

eat Secondly. Take Notice of the State of the. World, 
full into which he came. 55 

cook Thirdly, The grand Deſign of his coming, 

3. — | P | 
ars: > Fourthly. The Extent of Chriſt's ſaving Power. 


"hat —And whilſt I am ſpeaking to your Ears, may the 
on; Spirit of God ſpeak ctfectually to your hearts! 


I, Who is this great Perſon, who is ſaid to come 


ey into the World ? 
in a 
fore 1. As to his human Nature-He was a perfect Man, 


nich ** Fairer than the Children of Men*,” Conſider what 
ment A is that you admire and love in any perſon ? Do 
quit extraordinary gifts and graces draw your eſteem ? 
rful- Behold every thing that can adorn and dignity the 
emp- human nature meet in the Man Chriſt Jeſus! Are 
ould true wiſdom and learning the objects of your admira- 
from tion ? In Him are laid up all the treaſures of wiſdom 
's 15 4 and knowledge. Do you think that Learning never 
That appears ſo graceful, as when it is ſet off with the 
O charms of Virtue? Then look upon the Man 
ivers CarrsT Jesus! In Him you will find, not this 
there or that particular excellence on, but VIRTUE it- 
them ſelf in a Body of Fleſh, that he might let his Grace 
your ine before Men.,—He was and is Goopxess itſelf ; 

n full And when upon Earth, He went about, doing Good to 
tome. the Souls and Bodies of Mankind: Teaching and 
Fnüghtening their Underſtandings, regulating the 
Pro- N 1 depravity 

2 * Pſalm xlv. 
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depravity of their wills and affections Healing all 7 
manner of diſeaſes—Like yonder Sun, He commu- 


micated his Bleſſings, and diffuſed his benign Influen- 
ces wherever he came. There is not a malady which 
Sin has brought upon the ſoul and body, but he 1s 
able to heal: He was ſpotleſs and perfect, free from 
the leaſt taint of Sin, 


If I was to ſtop here, enough has been faid to en- 
dear the character of the bleſſed Jeſus to all, had not 
Sin ſtrangely perverted all our Faculties: Bat I 


have mention'd but a part of the excellencics of His 


Perſon---Yea it is the leaſt part. 


2 As to His p1vINE NATURE, He is The INFI- 


NITE GOD: God over all, Blaſed for every !” 


The holy Scriptures have given Him the Names 
and the Attributes of Gop, and have aſcribed unto. 


Him the works which none but the Almighty 


Creator, and the all-wiſe Preſerver of the World 


could perform. He is called FE HOY AH : The in- 
communicable Name of the privixg ESSEN CE. — He 
is OMNISCIENT, OMNIPRESENT, and OMNIPOTENT, 
He 1s ſaid to have created all Things; and to uphold 
all Things. He is the GREAT © 7 AM!"—*&7, even J 
% am He, and beſides me there is no Saviour,” This 
is the Doctrine of the Old and New Teſtament, con- 
ceruing the Divinity of the Son of God.A—If you de- 


ny the proper Godhead of Jeſus Chriſt, or his being 


the Infinite God as well as perfect Man, all our 
hopes are vain, Chriſtianity itſelf ſtands or falls, 
with this all-important Doctrine. This is the pillar 
and ground of Truth,——Is it any wonder then 


that the Devil, the grand adverſary, ſhould teach 


Arias 


$ Hebr, chap. 1,—Ifa. xlv. 21, 22, 


g all 4 rians and Socinians to cavil againſt this Scripture 
mu- Doctrine? Take away this grand Pillar of our Salva- 
luen- tion, and all our hopes are vain.— But this important 
hich Truth, the Gates of Hell, ſnall not prevail againſt. 
he is CurisT Jesvs the Lord is the Centre of the Old 
from and New Teſtament, in whom all their Lines meet. 
All the Prophets teſtified of Him: He was the Sum 
o en- and Scope of all their Predictions f. He was Abra- 
dnot ham's rrRomISsED SEED— Jacob's SyrlLon—Tfaiah's 
Bat I PImmanueL—Jeremiah's MAN COMPASSED WITH A 
f His Woman-Ezekiel's SHeEPHERD--Daniel's Hoy ONE 
Ehe true ZervebabtL—Zechariah's BRA Nn 
NF *Solomon's LiLy—David's Sox, and David's Lox p 
„ Moſes's PAss ovEX— The Iſraelites? Rock, —and 
ry The Patriarchs' MAN NA. All the Sacrifices and 
ſames Ceremonies under the La, pointed as with a Fin- 
Ara ger, ſaying, Behold the Lamb of 60D“ 
1ghty ” Heis Chriſt anointed of the Father to the great 
N orid Office of a Mediator He is Jeſus, the Saviour of 
he in- the World xs us] a Name which ſweetly deſcribes 
—He his Infinite Grace, and every way ſuited to the Sin- 
nr ner' s wants. We are guilty and polluted: But Jeſus 
pol came to fave his people from their fins*, O ye Priſoners ! 
FEYS 4 here is a Name ſuited to your neceſſities and wants. 
This *—May the Spirit of God teach you to believe in 
+, CON» him! For if you are ſaved, it muſt be freely, by his 
do de- Grace, thro' Faith in his atoning Blood . I. 
being halten; 
1 ; Secondly, as propoſed, to take notice of the State 
| za of the World into which Jeſus Chriſt came. 
pillar ® 
r then He came to a ſinfuldegenerate world. If you was 
teach to [ce one emptying a full Vial into the Sea, and 
Arian B 3 the 


> 2-7 


+ Acts iii. 24. * Matt. i. 21, 
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the baneful Ingredient was to turn the whole Ocean, 


and Rivers, and Fountains of Water into a deadly 


Poiſon, would you not be ſhocked at its malignant 


quality? Far more dreadful is the malignant quality 


of Sin. Its bitter fruits and effects are to be ſeen 
every where. All things as they came from God 
were good, but by reaſon of ſin, this world is be- 
come a region of guilt and miſery. What is the ſur- 
face of this globe but an Acaldema, a field of Blood? 
— What are thoſe call'd Heroes and Conquerors, but 
the moſt ſucceſsful deſtroyers among Mankind? 
What is the Hiſtory of Nations, from the day that 
Cain killed his Brother, to this hour, but a tragical 
Liſt of Conteſts, and Struggles for Dominion of 
men enflaved and enflaving one another? What arc 


bloody battles and ſeiges, ravaged countries, ruined | 


cities, and heaps of ſlain, but the bitter effects and 
fruits of ſin which reign in the breaſts of man- 
kind? How many hundred thouſand ſouls has the 
ſword of War cut off ?—How many millions are cut 
off by pale Famine, and the rueful peſtilence ! This 
Earth for the moſt part is inhabited by Iſhmaelites : 
Their hand is againſt every one, and every one's 
hand againſt them. Twenty years Peace is a rare 
thing among the nations :— The Ocean of mankind 
Has but few and ſhort calms, and it is ſoon toſs'd in- 
to a tumult, and the outrageous billows foam and 
daſh one againſt another. Human Blood has been 
fireaming inceſiantly by fea and land—Blood enough 
to cover all the Earth! Strange, that Guns, and 
Swords and the Inſtruments of Death ſhould become 


neceſſary utenhils, like the inſtruments of huſbandry - 


or architecture, for rat/onal creatures to defend each 


other! Strange, that counts of judicature, priſons, + 
fettets, 
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© blaſphemy to ſuppoſe it. 


J 
fetters, halters, executioners and gibbets, ſhould bo- 
come neceſſary things, in a world that is called 
rational Do vou not ſee how men are tearing one 
another to pieces about the trifles of time, which 
in a few years at moſt, Death will tear away from 
we hands? Alas! what burning reſentments are 
there in the breaſts of the human 5 ! what ſullew 
Senmity ! what envenomed rancour ! what robberies,! 
what barbarities and murders! what tortures have 
been invented! what an eager thirſt for blood! 
This is but a very faint ſketch of the hiſtory of this 
world But is it thus recorded of mankind in the 


Paridiſaiacal ſtate? Would innocent Creatures abuſe 


and devour one another in this manner? would inno- 
cent ereatures be thus actuated by malignant paſſions? 


4 Did human nature at firſt come out of the hand of 


the glorious Creator thus inflamed ? No: It were 
AbAu's Boſom was then 
the ſeat of heavenly peace, and love, and joy: but 
the moment he fell from God, his heart became the 

* reſidence of war, wrath, envy, malice, pride, igna- 
rance and ſtubborneſs: And this is the true ſtate 
of all his poſterity. If the love of God and the love 
of mankind was the univerſal paſſion of the human 
foul—this would ſoon put an end to the horrid vices 
and impieties which abound in the Earth: It would 
4 Ichen be turned into a region of perfect benevolence 
and peace. But does not the ſtrength, the invete- 
racy of the oppoſite pafſions--of anger, wrath, pride, 
malice, and the univerſality of ſuch corruptions prove 
hat they are innate ? that we are all born corrupt ? 
and are from the womb in a ſtate of univerſal dege- 
—neracy ?—O fallen, fallen Man! in what mournful 
© trains ſhall we lament over thee The offspring of 
God 


— 
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God are degenerated, and become enemies to God 


„ by wicked works! — The whole head is fick—the 


* whole heart is faint !” How juſt is that conteffion 


in the Liturgy of the efabl;/d Church, *< There is 


no health in us!“ The moſt curious piece of the 
divine workmanſhip in our world is ſhatter'd, broken 
and lying in ruins! the Crown is fallen from off 
our heads: Wo to us that we have finned ! O what 
a melancholy view is here! and it is by far worſe 
than we can conceive. We know the flate of the 
world only under the gracious government of a 
Mediator ; and imagination cannot realize what our 
miſerable condition would have been, had not Chriſt 
Jeſus undertaken for us. Exclude a Saviour from 
your thoughts a moment; and then take a view of 
the world, and what would it be? —It would be 
helpleſs and hopeleſs, under the juſt diſpleaſure ot 
God to all eternity. It would be the very ſuburbs, 
the Mouth of Hell—an abyſs of guilt and black 
deſpair.— Under the mild government of Jesvs, 
what mercies are ſhower'd down upon a rebel Uni- 
verſe! It is amazing what mercies even thofe enjoy, 
whoſe hearts boil with. enmity againſt God, and His 
Holinefs. 


Who can repair theſe ruins, and raiſe the noble, 
fallen ſtructure to its original beauty? None but 
Him that framed it at firſt None can reſtore it, but 
a GOD MADE Man !— Which brings me 
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* Thirdly, To enquire into the Deſign of Cunis 


JEsus coming into the world. —“ This is a fait ful 
«© Saying, and worthy of all Accepgtation, that Chriſt 
« Jeſus came into the World to ſave Sinners. 
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? great JEHOV AH's readineſs to be reconciled : 
| dught to have received the glad Tidings with tears 
of; joy, and torrents of thankfulneſs. 


(9 ) 


One might i imagine, when he hears the Son 


| df God came into the world, that it was in order to 
S.ccute his Father's Vengeance upon a rebellious 


1 Forld; and to doom them to flames eternal. —He 


"came into the World, — What for ?—To damn the 


World ? No. He came to /ave :—To ſave whom ? 
is Friends? No. He came to ſave Sinners—yea, 
e chief of finners. O whata generous Deſign was 


dme! how gracious ! Here is a divine philanthrophy! 
Can Errand worthy of the great IMMANUEL ! 


Had the brighteſt Arch-Angel been ſent with the 
vlive- branch of Peace in his hand te fignify the 
we 


But when, 
Inſtead of ſuch a heavenly Meſſenger, that the SE- 
coxnD PERSON in the Glorious TRINITY ſhould 


come and dwell in a Tabernable of Clay—come and 


abide many years in our miſerable world—notto 
exerciſe Dominion over Kings, but to wear out his 


| life | in the humble form of a Servant—This is beyond 
meaſure aſtoniſhing !—O ye Priſoners in fetters, 


and all that hear me this day! Turn your eyes, and 


ſee the great Creator of men and angels !—Him, who 


0 firetched forth the heawens like a curtain, — See 


Hin aſſuming the garment of our fi;ſh, and putting 


on the weil of Mortality /—View the Blefled RE- 
1 PDEEMER, ſurrounded by all the Cherubs and Seraphs, 
. content ed to become ** a Mar of ſorrows and acquain- 
. ted with grief! Contemplate Him, fitting enthron'd 


in Ught, infinitely happy in the enjoyment of his own 


} perte&tions : Having all creatures, from the higheſt 
arch · angel to the meaneſt worm at his command, 


0 1 ) 


yet for our ſakes, he came and endured the contradiction e, 


ſinners again Himſelf !/==Confider Him, who ſhall © 


one day come in all the glory of his Godhead, and 
with all the ſplendor of the univerſal Judge—View 


Him, poor and deſpiſed, going about doing good; dif- | 


penſing life and health to all around—See- him ſub.  & 


mitting chearfully to hardſhip and reproach— pro- 
claiming pardon and falvation to the worſt of ſinners 
that came unto him !—He paid down the moſt ex- 
act obedience to the Law; ſatisfied injur'd Juſtice ; 


and brought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs ; which | 


he iprtes unto all who believe in him. 


Hf came and paſs'd through the moſt bitter ſuffe- 
rings in our room: He ſuffer'd Shame, Death, and 
the Wrath of God. Was there ever Shame, like 
Nis? He was born in a ſtable, laid in a manger, and 
perſecuted in his infancy. In the courſe of his mi- 
niſtry, he was called by the moſt opprobrious names, 
A At the cloſe of his life, he was apprehended as 
a Thief: yea a Murderer and a Robber was prefer'd 


before him.— His Enemies pour'd contempt upon þh 


all his ſacred Offices. They defam'd and ridicul'd 


him as a Aing, by putting a mock-ſcepter in his 


hand; — They crown'd him with a crown of Thorns 
inſtead of a royal diadem. To have crown'd the 
bleſſed Jesvs with a crown of /raw, would have 
been a vile infult, and treating him as an ambitious 
Mad-man : but to crown him with a crown of Thorn; 
. was adding unheard-of cruelty to their inſults.— 
Shocking Barbarity !-They reviled him as a Prophet, 
by hood-winking his eyes, and ſmiting in deriſion, 
ſaying, ** Propheſy, who ſmote thee ? — They re- 
proached his Priz//ly Office, by ſharpening their 
tongues 
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bands, and garments were ſtained with blood. 


* 

Ef 

3 

wh 

5 

1 hy ö 

8 Wy 

* yo 

iS. 
pA 
4 


1 
Pogues, ſaying: ** He ſaved others : himſelf he can- 
bt ſave, He was disfigur'd with filthy ſpittle— 
Lis body was cover'd with blood and wide gaping 
And-at laſt was put unto the moſt ſhameful 


It pleaſed the Father to bruiſe him.” If any ſhould 
uht of this, Let him remember the goon y ſcene 
I the Garden. —O Calvary, proclaim ! O Geth/emane 


Tee bore the tremendous wrath of God. 


tell the dreadſul Tragedy !—Jzsvs had no remorſe 
x6 diſturb his ſpotleſs Soul; 


for he was perfectly free 
from fin, Vet ſee In his laſt Agonies, Fearfulneſs 
and Trembling-came upon him !—Behold him proſ- 
tate upon the ground, in-a cold night, and out of 
ehe fulneſs of his grief he ſays, My /oul is trou- 
14 bled—My Soul ts ir: ferrous, exceeding Sorrowfult 
« even unto death: Hark! He cries, © FArRHERR, 
17 it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs away !”* So deep! 
ſo great was the wrath he now endur'd, that it extor- 
"yy ſweat, yea bloody ſweat*, that his face and 


Fell me, O GabRIEL! [or What was thy Name 


that attended our Lord in bis Agonies ?] Tell me, 


thou canſt, what he endured in that dark night? 
and what did you feel, when the Loxp or LITE 
Expired upon the tree ?—Yea, ſo inſupportable was 
the load of ſorrow, that it made him cry out upon the 
Ross, * My God! My God! why haſt thou forſaken 
me *—O my brethren, the vinegar.and the gall they 
gave him to drink, was-not half ſo bitter as his Fa- 
THER'S Wrath: yet for our ſakes, he drank off the 
Fr dreggs of that cup :—The nails that pierced his 
hands 


ö 
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bands, the ſpear that cleft his heart were not half . 
ſo pungent as his FarAEA's frown. He was rent 
with wounds, rack'd with pain, his nerves convuls'd, es 


and his blood did flow at a thouſand guſhing veins : 
yet all this was gentle, when compared with the hid- 
ings of his Father's Face —All the tortures inflic- 
ted upon him by men and devils, could not fetch a a 
groan from him; but the diſpleaſure of his Faraen | 
made him cry in doleful accents. And no wonder! 
for the fins of all that have or ſhall believe in him 
and repent of their fins ** were laid upon him“ or 
as the Hebrexv has it, were made to meet upon him, 
—At his ſufferings, well might the angels be ſtruck 
dumb for a while—well might the Sun wrap himſelt 
in darkneſs, and the Earth ſhake to the very centre. 
And here I cannot but adopt the Apoſtle": 
prayer That we may know the love of Chriſt:“— 
know it experimentally ;—-Kxow, that HE loved 
as / | 


Long as I have dwelt upon this amazing ſubject, 
I cannot prevail with myſelf to leave it without ac- 
quainting you, the diſtreſt priſoners, and the chiet 
of ſinners preſent, that this love of Chriſt is free for 
You, and ready to be manifeſted unto your ſouls ;— 
Turn, O turn to Him for life? Apply to the great 
Phyſician : He, like the meridian ſun, will diſpel al! 
clouds, and burſt thro' your Nature's tenfold nigh: © 
of fin; and bring life, and peace, and joy to you; 
deſponding fouls, | 

He came “ to fave Sinners, ſays our encouraging 
text. This implies, that we are 4% in ourſelves. * 
We were loſt to God]; becauſe Juſtice required we | 


mould be given up to puniſhment, and God would 
4 take 
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Fake no pleaſure in us. —We were loſt to God juſt as 


Eriminals deliver'd up to juſtice are loſt to their fami- 


ies and country, We are loſt in ourſelves; our un- 


N Rerſtanding has loſt that light which was in man at 


$r{t ; our wills are become ſtubborn ; our affections 
nature are earthly, carnal and deviliſh ; our appe- 
tes are unbridled, and the heart is like a troubled 
a, caſting up mire and dirt 1. We are involv'd in 


| l and wretchedneſs, and conſequently expos'd to 


11 the penalties of the law, and obnoxious to the 
Wrath and curſe of God for ever. 

Should any one be unwilling to believe the doc- 
Trine of 0x1GINAL $1N, Let him conſult the Scrip- 
It his doubts con- 
hnue, I would intreat him to pray for the Spirit of 
© od, to implore its divine illumination to look into 
ps own heart: Let him examine what paſſes in his 
Own breaſt ; and then let him deny the doctrine if 


"He can !—Mankind, in their unconverted ſtate, have 


n averſion to God and holineſs. —How ſtrong is our 
propenfity to evil! how ſtrongly attach'd to the 
rid and its pleaſures Men are WISE 7 do evil,” 
an witty to damn themſelves, —All the evil words, 
ad evil actions in the world have their begianing.1 in 
the heart ! | | 
+ Who 1s able to deliver us from this dreadful late? 
Here I may addreſs you in the words of the An 
* Behold, I bring you glad tidings of great joy :* 
es vs came ta fave us !—He- ſaves from wrath : 
He ſaves from the power and dominion of fin ; He 


yes from the guilt of fin: bui.ce xomex Jusu!” 
(id one of the Ancients) O cet Name of Feſus “ 


Alle ſaves, not only by the price of his blood, but the 
E C power 
7 Iſaiah Ivits 20. 


1 


power of his grace: by ſending his Spirit to con- 2 


vince the ſinner of fin, righteouſnc/s, and Eee 
He removes their Ignorance, and teaches them the 
will of God He opens their underſtandings, renews 


the heart, and writes his law upon their minds, and 


the ſinner is melted into genuine repentance for ſin. 


He ſaves from unbelief, impenitency, ſtupidity, car- 


nal ſecurity, pride, blindneſs of mind, and hardneſs 
of heart; from the tyranny of the Devil; from 
raging luſts ; and from the King of terrors : Hence 
we are ſaid to be redeem'd by the blood of Chriſt ; 
and redeem'd from our vain converſation ;” It is not 


enough for us to hear of redemption by his atoning 


blood in general, but we muft have ſalvation applied 
to our fouls in particular. The image of God muſt 
be reſtor'd upon the ſoul: you muſt be ſanctified, 
before you can enter the kingdom ot glory. 


Now, ſhould you aſk me, How ſhall we partake ot 


theſe bleſſings? I anſwer, That there is not a want 
which fin has brought upon you and me, but there 
is an office in Chriſt to ſupply that want. 

I cannot proceed in this copious ſubject without 
having my eye upon you the priſoners.—You com- 
plain'd to me the other night that you were brought 


up in ignorance, And one of you complained that 


* you could not read a word in the book.“ This I 


confeſs is a juſt reaſon for complaint: But here is a 


word of incouragement to you, under a ſenſe of your 


Ignorance: That Jesus CurisT, who came to ſave | 


ſinners, is a great PROPHET; he is able and willing to 
teach 


* He meant the Scripture. He expreſs'd himſcl! 


in the uſual dialect of the county where he was born 


con- 


ment 
1 . fation. He begins his teaching with diſcovering 
news 7 ſinners their Ignorance, which is a hard leſſon to 
„and Farn; but Jeſus Chriſt uſes ſuch mildneſs and gen- 
- fin, geneſs with his Authority, that by degrees he ſub- 
' car- Mes their pride, and makes them willing to fit at his 
Ineſs Tet, to hear his words. He convinces them, that 
from Without Him they can learn nothing which belongs 
lence | their peace: And, let me tell you, the more you 
riſt; have of His teaching, the more ſenſible you will be 
s not the want of him as a Prophet; and the moſt hum- 
ning le and teachable, is the greateſt in the kingdom of 
plied heaven. An abiding ſenſe of your ſtanding in need 
muſt If this divine ProynerT, will make the apteſt ſcholars 
fied, id his ſchool. IIis uſual way of teaching and giv- 
Ids inſtruction, is, by hearing and reading the word; 
ke ot and in earneſt prayer tor his enlightening Spirit to 
. ny the word effectual.—All that are here preſent, 
LI ght to conſider the time to be ſhort. —You that are 
under ſentence of death, believe yourſelves juſt upon 
3 . | threſhold of Eternity,—O caſt your pleas at 
2 "PF e feet of Chriſt! He that effectually tauzht the 
ought jef upon the croſs, in a few minutes can do the 
Achat eine for you.—He has all the treaſures of wiſdom 
Chis 1 ® d knowledge: * He gives wiſdom to the fooliſh : 
'- is a d can make the ſtammering tongue ſpeak plain“. 
your o to him, and he will teach you not to reſt upon 
o ſave by falſe foundation, and will enable you to build 
1 your hope of acceptance with God, upon CurisT 
wack | fur, Our great High- Prieſt, 
" (5:1. The. 
imſelf 4 | 
born. * Iſaiah xxxii. 4. 


= . F 
teach you: His teaching is divine; and can enlight- 


A 1 en you and lead you into all truth: Go to him by 
7 9 umble prayer, and he will make you wiſe unto ſal- 


Nun E 
'The,Px1xsTHooD of Chriſt is another of his glori- ll 
ous offices: He is our Prophct to teach us our guilty 
helpleſs ſtate ; and to bring us to rely upon him to 
ſave us from it, by. being our PRIEST. —We are all 
juſlly liable to the ſufferings and death, to the wrath 
and curſe of God for ever, and we have no power of 
ourſelves to eſcape. —O how full of grace and love 
was the Heart of the great IMMANUEL ! that he 
ſhould vouchſate to become our PRIEST to offer gifts % 
and facrifices for Sin! Gifts that were infinitely pre- 
cious!— He gave himſelf for us-—He gave his lite to 
be a ranſom for us He ſufſfer'd once for fin, the juſt 
for the unjuſt, that he might bring us unto GOD: 
Ille died for our fins, according to the ſcripture : 
© —He was made a curſe for us, that he might re- 
deem us from the curſe of the law, that we who 
* were ſometime atar off, might be made nigh by 
„ by the blood of Chriſt,” And having finiſhed his 
work on Earth, he is gone to glory: where, as our 
great High-prieſt, he pleads our cauſe, and maketh 
interceſſion for us. O may God enable us all, by 
faith, to build our hopes ct acceptance upon TH1s 
Foundation! O let this be all your ſalvation, and all 
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your deſire - Lock no where elſe but to JIEsus, and El 
2 « . . — 1 falv 
IIim crucified, —Depend upon nothing elſe to fare Jed 


you from the curſe of the Law: The more you dil- 
cover of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of your hearts and 
lives; the Merits of Chriſt will become more prec:- 
ous to you, — Were the /raclites fate from the ſword 
of the deſtroying angel, who had their houſes - 
ſprinkled with the blood of the lamb ?—Inhnitely 
more ſafe are you, if you have the application of the 


merits of Jesus CURIST to your ſouls, by faith. — 
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ſhall look upon Him whom they have pierced and 
mourn.” And let me tell you all in general, and 


You Priſoners in particular, that thro? the atoning 
Blood of Jxsus, you may come with boldneſs unto the 


Þrone of grace, and freely aſk for all the bleſſings of 
Wardon and peace. In a word: All the denne of 
e Covenant of Grace. 

If my time would admit, I might tell you how 
Thrift ſaves as he is the great KixG of his Church; 
and that he rules and governs in the hearts of all his 


bjects, and there ſways the ſceptre of his grace, 


bduing all evil within, and conquering all enemies 
Wichout, by his almighty arm. 


3 But I muſt haſten to the Fourth thing propoſed, — 
To ſhew the extent of Chriſt's ſaving power. 


= Now the Power and grace of Chriſt are ſo exten- 


re, that they reach the very cnt of ſinners, — 


There are no wounds ſo deep, but Chriſt can eure; 
* of xvhom Tam chr,“ faith the Apoſtle.— O; 
Our 
Hefled Redeemer can ſave the CHIEF of Sinners,-— 
what amiable and affecting colours is this Truth 
ke preſented 1 in ſcripture. The names, the fins, and 
falvation of ſome of the greateſt of ſinners are recor- 
ded in the word of God. And why? Doubtleſs to 


1 '* us what he can do, to the praiſe and glory of 


is grace, They are the Trophies of his forgiving 


= 


In the Parable of the Prodigal Son, this Truth is 
inced in the ſtrongeſt terms: The fooliſh youth, 


| , Fo had been tenderly cheriſhed by his good parent, 


C 3 and 
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loaded with innumerable benefits from his kind hand, 
notwithſtanding all the tender endearments ſhew'd 
him—he revolted from his duty, forſook his gra- 
cious father, and ran into the moſt ſcandalous irregu- 
larities, which were a diſhonour to his family, and 
deſtructive to himſelf, When afflictions brought him 
to a ſenſe of his follies, he began to return towards 
his father's houſe. —The Father ſpied him a great 
way off :—Inſtead of diſcovering the leaſt reſentment, 
the moment he beheld the wretched creature, he was 
moved with pity.— The compaſſionate father paſſes 
an act of oblivion over his crimes—and in an inſtant 
cancels the multitude of lony continued provocations. 
o ſtrong are the yearnings of fatherly affection, 
that he runs and receives the naked, deſtitute wretch 
into his arms :—Inſtead of reproaching him for his 
odious vices, he falls on his neck and embraces him. 
When this companion of harlots opens his mouth, 
before he ſpeaks, the father hears—and is himſelf 
uneaſy, till he has made the afflicted Penitent glad 
with the aſſurance of his love and favour, —whilſt 
the poor offender ſeeks nothing more than to be 
treated as the meaneſt ſervant, he is careſs'd as the 
deareſt of children, N 

ere fin hath abounded, (ſays the ſeraphic Apoſ- 
tle,) Grace doth much more abound. By this, Mana/- 
ſeb, a monſter of barbarity and fin, becomes a child 
of forgiving love, and an heir of immortal glory,— 
Behold that bloody perſecutor, ' Saul /—He once 
breathed threatnings and ſlaughter againſt the ſaints 
of God*,—So reſtleſs and inſatiable was his ſavage - 
diſpoſition, that he even breathes threatnings and 
ſlaughter, as natural as another breathes the air,— 


He 


* Acts 1. 1. 


( 19 ) | 
e took pleaſure in worrying the lambs, and put- 
Ming to death the diſciples of Jeſus. Who would not 
N 7 upon the principles of human judgment, pronounce 
nua veſſel of wrath? who would not be ready to 
A conclude, if there were heavier chains, and a deeper 


dungeon in hell than others, that they muſt ſurely 
9 Me reſerved for this implacable enemy But O ama- 
ö * ing rich grace This Saul is become a monument 


of the free rich grace of God—is number'd with the 
noble army of Martyrs,— and himſelf ſays in the 
text, Of vm Jam chief! The Corinthians were 
once wicked to a Proverbj. Some of them wallowed 
in ſuch abominable vices, and habituated themſelves 
to ſuch outrageous acts of injuſtice, as were a re- 
proach to human nature; and yet even ſome of theſe 
Xfons of violence and abomination, were waſhed ; were 
fanctified; were juſtified, ſo as to become the joy 
| of heaven ! 
l might prove this grand truth from the caſe of 
5 he thief upon the croſs, and many more, but there 
is one inſtance which exceeds all the former; which 
_ Wexceeds whatever can be imagined : I mean, thoſe - 
who murdered the prince of life: Of all men, Theſe 
| þ had the leaſt ſhadow of an excuſe for their guilt ; tor 
they were well acquainted with the exemplary con- 


Mt verſation of IEsus:— They had heard his heavenly 


doc ine — They were frequent ſpectators of his un- 
Leue Miracles — They had the greateſt reaſon 
to honour him as the moſt excellent of Beings,-and 
to receive him into their houſes, into their arms, 
FE and hearts. But inſtead of this, they ſeize his per- 
ſon—traduce his een him before a hea- 
then 


1 1 Cor, vi. 9, 10, 11. 
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' * 
then tribunal; and put him unto a ſhameful death. 
Ihe Sun was con founded at the ſhocking ſcene 


Tbe Earth trembled at the hotrid deed. And, why bi e 


ſlept the Lightning ? Why did not the earth open, 
and ſwallow them up ?—Why were they not ſent to 


ſaffer the ſevereſt torments ?—Shall theſe obtain for- 


giveneſs? O the miraculous effects of divine 
Grace! Even ſome of theſe impious wretches were 
convinced of their enormous fins; were wounded 
with penitential ſorrow : They fled to the Sanctuary 
of the Croſs :— They had their pardon ratified; 
and “continuing in the apoſtles doctrine,” they were 
made partakers of the kingdom of heaven, where they 


now ſhine as as ſo many everlaſting monuments ot 


diſtinguiſhed mercy, and enjoy the finiles of that 
Redeemer, ** whom once with wicked hands they 
crucified and flew!”—Well might the prophet cry out, 
« Who is a God like unto thee ; that pardoneth 
« iniquity, and pafſeth by tranſgrefiiong ?—\With 
«© Him there is mercy, and with him is plenteous 
% redemption.” Yea this free rich mercy is offer'd 
unto you this day. He is as able and willing to ſave 


ſinners that come to him as he was ſeventcen hun- 


dred years ago. Therefore the Apoſtle aſſures us, 
& that this is a faithful ſaying.” This phraſe is to be 
confider'd as a maxim of undoubted, indiſputable 
Truth. All ſciences have their grand aphoriſms, 


which contain much in little, and principles that can- 
not be oppos'd. This then is a fundamental article 
of Chriſtianity, that Cur1sT J=svs came into the 


world to ſave Sinners even the Chief— This is a prin- 
ciple that cannot be denied. This is a moſt momen- 


tous, comprehenſive, comfortable Truth; which ſhould 


1 


P& 


5 Micah vii. 18, 


th. | (- 3%.) 
--- > frequently preached by miniſters, and cordially . 
hy Y knbrac'd by goſpel-hearers, without abuſe.— Tis a 
en, k | 7 AITHFUL Saying ;=-a moſt credible Say ing; Fide 
"OM onus; worthy of an entire belief. It is a Fa] 
for. SAYING; as appears evident from the active and paſ- 
ine e obedience of CnrIsT JEsvs--It appears evident, 
cre em his perſon, offices, and character It appears 
og ff 7 ident, from his Lite, Miracles, Sermons, —Suffe- 
ary ings, —Death, —Reſurrection, — Aſcenſion, and In- 
ied; Frceſſon. It is A Mosr FAITHFUL SAYING—as 
e 4 conduces to illuſtrate the boundleſs Grace of 
hey the Bleſſed TRINITY, FATHER, SON, 
7 and SPIRIT, It is a FAITHFUL SAYING, becauſe 
hi e experience of thouſands and millions of GOD's 
her 2ople have proved it; and found it to be a fa:t5/! 
aut, ig, to their own ſouls ;—And if *tis a FAITHFUL 
ch TYING; Then tis worthy of ALL AcctetATION. 
Vith 2 This is a Truth that deſerves to be received 
eous _ th a torrent of Thankfulneſs and Praiſe. — It 
7.1 ght to be received with the greateſt Reading. 
ate t I haſten to 
nun- The: APPLICATION. 
us, 1. Did Jxsus CnrnrsT come into the world, to 
o be Fe Hunters? —Even the cules ? Then let us 
table p uſe, —and wonder at this matchleſs, condeſcending 
ms, ” AL and Lowe / Though he was the KI NG of 
can- 5 ings, and Log D of Lomds--Hoe did not diſdain to 
ticle 6 e upon him or Nature, that we might be deli- 
the tered from the flavery of fin and Satan,—Tho' An 
2 Hin dwelt ALL the Full neſs of the Go bu tE AD 
men- 0 Bodily ; Yet Hk came down to Earth, and under- 
ould: 7 wa went Labour and Sorrow ;* He toil'd; That 
be * wc might fine Reſt to our Souls! He endur'd Hnnger 
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and 7%, that «ve might taſte the hidden Manna: 
—HE was ſtripped of his Raiment, that «ve might 
be adorned with the Robes of Righteouſneſs. —Tho' | . 1 


nis Riches were immenſe and unſearehable: Tho' Hea- 
wen was his Throne, and Earth his Footſtool, yet He 


became poor and de/itute of a place to lay his head; | 


That we might be enriched with Faith and other 
Graces, and be made heirs of Glory hereafter,— 
Hz became acquainted with grief, that we might re- 
Tho? He is the ſupreme "8 


Joice with joy unſpeakable. 
Lawgiver, and Judge of all; yet for our ſakes, he 
ſubmitted to be judged and unjuſtly condemned, at 


Pilate's bar, that all his fincere followers might be is 


acquitted before the awful tribunal of the great 
Jupct:—Tho?' Arch-angels laid their crowns at his 
feet, yet he ſuffer'd himſelf to be derided, ſcoffed, 


ſcourged and ſpit upon; that we might be acknow- 
ledged, embraced, and preſented with never-tading 
glory !—His Shoulders, on which was laid the go- 
vernment of all worlds, for our fakes, fſuſtain'l 


the infamous load of the Malcfactor's Croſs !—Tho' 
all the Angels of GOD worſhip him; yet for our 


ſakes, and to ſave us, he was treated with all reproa- 


ches—accuſed of Treaſon and Blaſphemy, that we 9 5 
might be made © Kings and Prieſts unto G00!“ — 
O the unfathomable depth of the myſtery of Saum - 


tion —0 the Heighth and Depth, the Length and 1 E 


Breadth of the Love of CuxisT Jusvs ! 


3. Is this a faithful Saying, and worthy of ALL ac- 


ceptationꝰ — Then let me aſk, Have you received 


THIS FAITHFUL SAYING?—-Have you a part in this 
Salvation ? Have you experienced this to be a 
Faithful ſaying to your fouls in particular? Have 

: | YOu 
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ght ou been led to ſee yourſelves helpleſs and hopeleſs, 
ho' uichout a perſonal Intereſt in CurisT JEsUs? Have 
lea- ou been brought to the grand enquiry, ** What muſt 
He 7d to be ſaved ? Have you been brought to e, 
ad; fee, and confeſs that you ſtand in an abſolute need 
her pr this great Phyſician ? Are you willing to be 
— ? 2 Faved by free Grace, thro* nts lafinite Merit, with- 


re- put any de/ert of your own. 
Mc The way to partake of this Salvation purchas'd by 


he Pusisr, is by Faith: Believe in the Lord ] Es us, and 
at 6 hou ſhalt be ſaved,” Faith, which is the Giit of Gop; 
t be But the Act of the ſoul conſiſts in a hearty conſent, 
cat fall approbation of the way of ſalvation by Ixs vs 
h13 TC nx15r, as the only way by which ſinners can be 
ed, 1 Taved: It is the ſtated decree of Heaven, That He 
ow - 1 « that believeth ſhall be ſaved : he that believeth nos 
ling all ke pane” ——As I would not be decei- 
by 7 ed myſelf for ten thouſand worlds; neither would 
in'd 4 have any that hear me miſtake the matter: And 
"ho! 9 4 Faith in 


I | 1 let me be a little particular. 
Fhriſt Jeſus, is more than a bare Jpec ulaticve belief that 
A . etus Chriſt died and roſe again, This is a Faith 
nat multitudes have, who never were born again. 
If you have received this as a faithful ſaving, 
1 : yourſelves, you have been brought to a deep ſenſe 
r your own undone ſtate and helpleſs condition :;— 
you have true faith in Chriſt, all your pleas and 
f xcuſes for fin are ſilenced. — All your high conceits 
f your own goodneſs are mortified, —All your de- 
e 5 zendence upon your own righteouſneſs, or the 
"iS Berit of your repentance are caſt down; and you 


be a2 : 
. ee in yourſelf that you are at his frce mercy, —If 
You ou have not been brought to this before, May 


GOD 


( 24 ) 
GOD give you to ſee it now ! The want of this 1 
keeps crowds of people from coming unto CHRIST. 9 


1 


If you are partakers of Chriſt, as your Saviour; 
vou have been brought to ſee the Suitableneſs of 
Chriſt as your Saviour: You look to no other: You 
embrace him as your Lord and Saviour. You love 
him becauſe he 1s holy ; and becauſe he came to de- N 2 51 
liver you from fin: And you walk in univerſal obe- Ina 
dience ; for true Faith purifies the heart, If the Ii 
Thief on the croſs had lived on Earth after his con- Mu 
verſion; his life and converfation would have diſco— i 
ver'd all the acts and obedience of a heaven-born 


ſoul. 


4. Are there any here preſent, that are INI; 
FERENT whether they have an intereſt in Cuxrrs: 
Jesvs or no?---What! Inpirrzzent whether thy al 
ſoul is /aved or lo/7?---Good Gop! What! /udi te! 5 10 
rent whether you go to Heaven or Hei!? O Sinner? 
Sinner! Sinner! hear the word of the Lord !--. 
Here is xo peace to the wicked, ſaith my Gon,” --- 
Tndignation and awrath await every carelefs finner that 
goes on in treſpaſſes and fins, The wrath of Go» 
is revealed from Heaven againſt all them that 1:1 
not Gov, nor obey the goſpel of Jzsvs CurrsT.--- 
perhaps there are many that bleſs themſelves, au! 
think their ſtate well enough becauſe they have n- 
ver been guilty of ſtretching their hands to ſteal t!: 8 
property of another. I allow, that it is a great ble“ 
ſing to be MORALLY HONEST; and would to Gov 1 
That all parents, and maſters of families were to tab 
pains to inſtruct their children and families, ans 
ſhew them the heinouſneſs of the fins of coveti N 27 
piltering, and taking away another's property a 

t1:_ 


this! 


1. Aying, and keeping wicked company. And, although 
dur; I am perſuaded that there are numbers here Who 
{s of have not been guilty of ſuch atrocious offences, 
You yet permit me to enquire, —Have you ever been- 
love 8 Zconvinced that you are all Robbers of GOD*? Have 
de- ho not robbed him of the honour due unto. his 
obe- ame? and attributed thoſe things to your own 
the Facn and dexterity, which you ought to have attri- 
con- Mbuted to the mercy and goodneſs of God? Have 
iſco. Fou not robbed him of his Sabbaths, by doing your 
born wn will and pleaſure on his holy day? Have you 

ot employed your tongues in talking of ſin and 
DI #« olly inſtead of honouring Gop ? Have not ſome of 
RIST ou reſtrained prayer before Gop, and placed out- 
thy ard Reformation in the room of ſound Conver- 
5 7 A jon ? But, remember, O my friends! There is 
1ncr! 2 day upon the wing when the glorious Redeemer 
4 !... auubo once appeared upon earth in the bumble form of 
. 9 = ſervant, to purchaſe ſalvation for all that believe 
vr thi: in him, will come in the clouds of heaven, and 
Gon, i very eye ſhall ſec him! He will come in all the un- 
51 1 created glories of the GopuE A, and in all the 
. * glories of a perfect man. — The Lord 
and $6 Jeſus Hall be revealed from beaven with his mighty 
Ve ne. 1 * angels, in faming fire, taking wengeance on them that 
-al 11: © Lao not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our 
t bleck i Lord Jeſus Chriſt .“ A little while hence, and 
G0 Inis hand ſhall arreſt the Sun, and the moon ſhall 
o tar 4 turned into blood. — The trumpet of the arch- 
„ and Poel ſhall echo to the centre of the earth, and all 
etin%! : 4 D mankind 
* and A 5 | | 
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mankind ſhall be arraign'd before his tribunal, © | 5 $ 
ye careleſs ones, that are at caſe, and deſpiſe this . 2 


great ſalvation, that is freely offer'd to you now, 2 
what will you do in that day, when the ſhafts of | 
vengeance ſhall fly abroad, and pierce your ty | 
conſciences How will you bear to hear the final 
ſentence, ** Depart, ”” pronounced ? Who can bear 
the thought of being for ever under the Wrath 


of Gop ? Who can bear the fierceneſs of His Anger 2 8 r 


Who can ſcreen a guilty worm, when ** the great 
and terrible GOD ſhall whet his glittering favord 
„ and his hand ſball take hold of judgment?” Who 
can divert the blow when his hand 1s lifted up ? 
Conſider, O confider this, All re that forget Gon ! 


Save us, Almighty Redeemer ! Save all the peo- 
ple from a doom ſo dreadful! Would you be found 


at the right hand of the Judge? — Then repent, 
and believe in JESUS. — Haſten to the Ark :— 


Behold, Now is the acceptable Time; Even Now is © 


the day of ſalvation — Let me ſound the Angel's 
admonition in your ears, Eſcape for your life; 


„ Stay not in all the plain,” leſt judgment overtake . ; 0 


you—leſt the flames eternal ſeize you and over- 


whelm you for ever, God 1s upon a throne of * 
Grace, and this is is the language of his word—ot 7 


his Providence, and of his Spirit,. —“ Turn ye, Turn 


But I muſt addreſs myſelf to you the priſoners, | 2 
and then I conclude. 1 

You have complained that your fins have undone © 
you. —Your Judge and your Jury have not ſpared |* 


4 
« ye, Why will ye die? — 4 . 


en 
Go 


you,-—The Law of your country will not ſpare you. 1 


The executioner will not ſpare you, — You have 
tried 


2 


＋ 


1 


oO lied to obtain a reprieve, but in vain, When 3 
his Explained to you thoſe alarming words in priſon, 
"w, I © Know ye not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the 
| of © "© Kingdom of Heaven,—Be not deceived : Neither for- 
y Y $ nicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,—nor thieves, 
Anal nor couetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, &c. ſhall 
Dear inherit the kingdom of Heaven*.” You were terri- 
-ath Fed. One of you confeſs'd that you could find no 
er? "ft in the night, and that your fins grieved you 
rat Pore than the loſs of life. If this declaration is 
, zue, (and he muſt be a hardened finner indeed, 
Vho t would play the hypocrite in your ſituation !) 
up? Let me again call to your remembrance what I 
0 ve before related to you from the following 
peo- Erſes: How ſome of theſe great Sinners, by the 
nd 7 race of God, were % converted, <raſted, faul ie, 
bent, and juſtified, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by 
8 — the Spirit of our God ll. I would not for ten 
ow i: uſand worlds flatter or deceive you in this grand 
gel's | = But ſuppoſing that grief and ſorrow you 
life ; ey expreſſed to be ſincere, Believe me, There i 12 
Rake 4 | gm for hope in Chriſt Jeſus, © Believe aue, 
ver. I fay ?— Nay, rather believe what GOD him- 
bs of i e f hath ſaid.— . Let the avicked forſake his way, and 
1—of 8 the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return 
Turn 0 the Lord and be will have mercy upon him, and to 
N | our God, for he will abundantly pardon. ! Go 
ners, 4 to God by earneſt prayer and ſupplication: 
o to him in the name of Jeſus Go, conſcious of 
\done oy aggravated guilt and wickedneſs againit God 
pared | man, Let not the remembrance of your crimes. 
vou. [ij you from the moſt f. peedy application to Jeſus 
have D 2 for 
triel 
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i I Cor, vi. 97 10. 
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for pardoning grace and merey.— What tho” E 
crimes are of the deepeſt dye, and moſt enormous 
magnitude, tho* they are innumerable as the ſands * * 
on the ſea ſhore ; yet deſpair not, for there is a Founn- 
tain opened for fin and iniguity.— The blood of Jeſus 4} 4 
cleanſes from all fin. — ] Es vs, the great ſubje&t of 3 
our text, is eminently fitted to ſave the chief of 4 4 
ſinners.— He is completely qualified to reſtore cor- 7 
rupt, guilty, apoſtate, undone mankind. Even the 
vileſt of the vile, not excepted, Pardon to ſenſible, - 
loſt ſinners, is written in all the Promiſes—His arms 
are open to receive returning prodigals—In Him 
you may find a ſafe retreat, and no where elſe.—0 
Priſoners of hope! Let your hearts fly to Him on 
the wings of eager expectation ! Fly from eternal 
death. Fly to him for eternal life, —Proſtrate your- 
ſelves before God, and freely confeſs that you have 
broken his law in ten thouſand inſtances—Confe(s 
that you have trifled with fin, which is the ſting of 
death, —Confeſs your raging luſts and fierce paſſions, 
and bewail your being the ſervants of the devil ſo 
long, ——The chains of fin are far worſe than thoſe 
chains and fetters of iron which are rivetted on your 
body. —zBeg of Him who turned the water into 
wine, to renew your hearts, and change the power: 
of your ſouls into his bleſſed image of holineſs, 
that hell from beneath may not move at your com- 
ing; but that holy angels may rejoice at your con- 
verſion, I ſee your tears flow very plentifully.- 
May they be tears of goſpel Repentance !—O my 
they flow, not ſo much becauſe you are to die s 
ſhameful death, but becauſe you have ſinned agaiuf! ; # 
a good God and a loving Saviour. What an awtu! F | 
ſolemuitj ih ; | 


'N Per 
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? blemnity is there in this throng'd aſſembly this day! 
EI &-Methinks the whole congregation, young and old, 
_ Impathize with You :—And indeed who can for- 


Touns © 1 Sear ſympathy and weeping ? But what ſhould 
eſus ford you the greateſt encouragement are the words 
Xt of bf Chriſt, Hear them: And may the ſpirit of God 
f of pply them to your heart,—** Come unto me all ye that 
or- 14bour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
1 the R: —Reſt, from the curſes of the Law; Reſt 
able, From fin ; Reſt unto all eternity. And, O gracious 
arms Saviour! Make thine own words Spirit and Life to 
Him preſent ;. and particularly to the Prifoners—Let 
ERC y love be ſhed abroad—Soften and revive their 
1 on *@ppreſſed hearts, Let thy ſalvation come to their 
ernal Souls! Amen, Amen. 
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SERMON II. 
The PENITENT THIEF*®, 


— — ap] 

= fay 

LUKE, xxiii. 42, 4 3. 1 . 

5 

And he ſaid unto Feſus, Lord, fer 

remomber me, when thou comeſt into i 2 

And Feſus ſaid unto him, V ity 1 Go 

ſay unta thee, Today ſhalt thou be with doi 

co 

me in paradiſe. * 

URIOSITY, I apprehend, hath excited num- Ht 

bers this day to come hither, to ſee two con. MW tu 

demn'd criminals attending the houſe of God—Some m 

Itruſt have been actuated by a higher motive. in 

May the Spirit of the living God direct the Word ha 

with power to the hearts not only of the priſoners, but lec 

of all here preſent !—The words of the Text afford as er 
illuſtrious an example of the rich, free grace of 4 
God, as any in the ſacred ſcriptures, I grant that 

it is conſpicuous in atmoſt every page. The conver- MR = 
fion of Mary cn the Woman of Samaria, and 2 

| St, 5 of 

= cv 


* This Diſcourſe was delivered at Ipſwich when }3!ſon and 
Hainſworrch attended, under ſentence of death for Robbery, a 
few days before their execution, April 6th, 1769. 
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St. Paul were remarkable. Yet it is not improbable 
but Mary might have ſeen ſome of our Lord's mira- 
cles, and heard ſome of his ſermons : The example 
of her fiſter Martha might have ſome influence 
upon her. Paul was ſuddenly furrounded with a 
glorious light * exceeding the brightneſs of the ſun 
at noon day. He heard a voice, not of uncertain 
application, but expoſtulating with him by name, 
fſaying, Saul, Saul, Why perſecuteſt thou me ? But 
tde Thief on the eroſs in all probability was deſtitute 
of all theſe means. —It does not appear that he had 
3% ever ſeen miracles, or heard preaching :—No daz- 
3 ling glory was diſplay'd before his eyes! The firſt 
XX fight he had of Cux Is T was in the owe? ſtage of 
his humiliation ;—when he was a ſpectacle of woe 
to Angels and to men, fult of wounds and bruiſes, 
jointly fuffering a ſhameful death with him and his 
companion, and between them, as if JEsvs himſelf 
had been the greateſt villain of the three. 
=X Hence it is plain, that this paſſage of ſacred ſcrip- 
== ture has been more miſtaken and miſrepreſented by 
many Commentators and Expofitors than any other 
in the New Teſtament. The Grace of GOD 
has ſhone ſo bright in this Inſtance, that it has daz- 
led the eyes even of good men. Let me therefore 
crave your attention, whilſt I confider, 


Fir, The Perſon who received this tranſcendent 


Secondly. Shew, that the Faith and Repentance 
of the Thief upon the Croſs were genuine, and 
evangelical, 


8 we 
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Thirdly, 
* Acts ix. | 


© SSM. 2. 


Thirdly, Take notice of our Lord's anſwer to the 
penitent Thief 's prayer. 


Fourthly. Guard the Doctrine againſt abuſe, ane . A 
then apPly. 1 


I. Let us conſider the Perſon, who received this r 


tranſcendent merey in his laſt hour. "8 oo 
r. If you examine into the character of this man, Mm Pen 
or 

and his former courſe of life, That he was a Robber, 
| Do 


if not a Murderer. He had flagrantly tranſgrefſed 
the Eighth Commandment, ** Thor ſhalt not ical; 1 7 25 
and in all probability, the Sixth Commandment alſo, 4 - of x 
which ſays, ** Thou ſhalt do no murder.” — I am well 
aware that ſome have attempted to palliate the crime | 8 
of this offender ; or at leaſt to ſuppoſe that this was 4 . 
the firſt fault of the kind he had committed. Others *n 1 
think, that perhaps he had been ſurprized into it, 'F 
and might in other reſpects bear a tolerable charac- 
ter. But all this appears to be a groundleſs conjec- 4 : TY 
ture; for the nature of his puniſhment, which was f 4 15 
ſeldom inflicted but on thoſe who were judged the " "Wh 
moſt atrocious criminals, makes 1t more than proba- ; 1 x ö 
ble, that he did not ſuffer for a f offence, Nor . ; | 
does he appear to be fmply a Thief. The hiſtory 3 5 | 
of thoſe times abound with the miſchiefs commit- "4 70 
ted by public robbers, who uſed to join in conſidera - 
ble bands for rapine and murder, and commit the 
oreateſt exceſſes, In all likelihood the male factor: = 
crucified with Jes vs, were of this ſort, —accompli- 2 
ces in guilt, and therefore Judged to die together, i 7 5. 
receiving, "0 


HAT of 
2 4 
7 Fs, * 


. 2. Cx} 633 
1 Feceivin g as they themſelves confeſſed, he ju re- 
the Fi. 5 vards of their deeds*, At firſt they both appeared 
1 4 ho be a couple of as foul and hardy wretches as ever 
| — ſuch a painful death: This is evident, if 


vou conſider 


== Secondly, That at the firſt there appeared no mark 
7 br ſign of repentance in either. For, could any 
ne think it? Thoſe abandoned wretches, nailed as 
5 ey were to the croſs, and hanging by four great 
Pounds in their hands and feet, were ſo amazingly 
3 ' pol-hardy, that when the Prieſts and Jewiſh clergy 
Fame to revile and mock the Son of God in his 
flying agonies, theſe monſters of wickedneſs did fo 
1 pPrave it out as to retort the prieſt's blaſpheming ri- 
5 1 Picule. He ſaved others, himſelf he cannot ſave.” 

Ft. Luke ſays, ** The thieves caft the ſame in his 
>< Teeth,” And St. Mark, They who were craci- 
A fed with him, revilcd him. May we not defy all 
I „the annals of antiquity to produce two fuch har- 
> ZWLened ſinners as theſe, who behaved thus in the ex- 
| — pain and on the very brink of Hell 
5 l . oſt men are ſerious in their dying moments. 

3 St. Luke ſteps forward, and in his Goſpel takes 
up the Hiſtory of the Thieves, juſt where Matthew 
and Mark had left it, and relates this wonderful 
1 5 1 anſance of redeeming love, in the converſion of one 
Hi | of 


| 3 A learned judicious Writer obſerves, (It ſeems probable 
from the Hiftory, that theſe were of Barabbas's Gang, They 
bad made an Inſurrection; committed murder ; and were with 
heir Ring- leader convicted and condemned: He, in diſhonour 
3 1 to JIxsus, was ſpared; whilſt theſe his aecotuplices were exe · 
RE cutcd with Hin,” 


l Sgxx. 2. 
of them. Here was indeed a fair occaſion to ſhew 
the Sovereignty and triumph of Grace ; contraſted 
with the moſt deſperate pitch of obdurate wicked- 
neſs. On the one hand, you may ſee that the com- 
paſſion and infinite power of Chriſt were not dim1- 
- niſhed, when his ſufferings were at the height ;— 
On the other, View the total inſufficiency of any 
means to change a ſinner's heart without the power- 
ful energy of divine Grace, O the marvellous lov- 


ing kindneſs of GOD in touching the heart of ſo 
notorious a finner, in the Ia hour, and ſnatching 
The Pro- 
phet Jaiab propheſied of the riches of Grace when | 


him as a brand out of the burning ! 


he ſays, ** In the Wilderneſs ſhall waters break out, and 
« ſtreams in the deſert ;—and the parched' ground hall 
«© become a pool, and the thirfly land ſprings of water. 
Rivers in common glide along within their limits, 
and keep within their banks: But there are feaſons 
in which they overflow them to water the dry and 
barren grounds at adiſtance, —So does the grace of 
God :—He- can make the moſt barren hearts to be- 
- eome fruitful ;; and the greateſt finners to become 
the greateſt ſaints. 


- What an aſtoniſhing. change was there wrought 
in the heart of this Thief in a few minutes! — 
He was converted from being a thief, to become a 
Saint; and tranſlated from a cræſ to Paradiſe Ho 
amazing the alteration : A highway-man, —guilty 
of the moſt complicated wickedneſs, -condemn'd 

to 


* Iſaiah. xxxv, 6, 7. 
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ru. 2. 3 
Wo ſuffer a ſhameful death —was brought in the twink- 
ng of an eye, to confeſs Cyr1sT, and believe in 
Him, whom but a little before he blaſphemed. 
in the converſion of this Thief, all the Perfeetions 
5 of GOD ſend forth their radiant beams—eſpecially 
; is WrsDoM, Power, and Mexcy : —His W:i/dom, ' 
Un making two things ſo reverſe to one another, to 
neet on a ſudden.—Solomon ſays, There is a time ta 
= be born, and a time to die; ' a time to plant, and a 
1 time to pluck up; a time to till, and a time to heal; 
a 1 a time to break down, and a time to build up; à time 
3 * to cbeep, and a time to laugh” x. All theſe contraſted 
Wings the wiſdom of Gop has joined together: 
rney are all of them diſplayed in the work wrought 
y the Spirit of Gop in the ſoul of this malefactor, 
WBchold him, born again, in Chriſt Jeſus, and dying 
o fin and the world! Behold the Grace of GOD im- 
Planted in his heart, and Sin eradicated !—Behold 
Ihe great IMMANUEL wounded for our {ins with 
ortal wounds, and healing the Thief! Behold the 
Pody of death deſtroyed, and Grace built up!— He 
WW ceps, and rejoices almoſt in an inſtant : He mourns 
Wn account of his fins, but rejoices in the good news 
r pardon and ſalvation, 


the rocks rending—or the veil's being rent from 
1 the top to the bottom“ For what is the Sun's 
Peing turned into darkneſs, when compared with 

the 


ght 2. Here is alſo a diſplay of the almighty Power of 

# 4 Y hriſt. St. Chryſoſtom ſays, “ The converſion of 

* the Thief on the Croſs, was a far greater miracle 

ilty | than the ſun being darkened, the earth trembling, 
£ 


Ecgleſ, Ui, 27 37 4. 


Kg). SERM. 2. 
the benighted underſtanding of a finner being en- 
lightened ? Or What the rending of rocks, to the 
ſoftening the Allamantine heart? Mofes, with his 
rod performed Wonders ! Scarce any thing in nature 


was above its reach: It ſway'd the Elements :— | 
The Earth, — The Air, —Darkneſs and Light— | 


Lightning and Hail were ſubje& to it:— Lea, he 


avaved it, and the ſea divided! But it had not 5 | 


power to change Pharaoh's Heart. It is far more 
eaſy to break the Rock than the heart of a ſinner. 


The Power of GOD was farther manifeſted, by $ 


making this vile Thief an Inſtrument to pour con- 


tempt upon the Devil, the Phariſees, and the reſt of 
GOD's Enemies.— ** The Converſion of the Thief | 
„ upon the Croſs,” ſays one of the Fathers$,” pour- | 
% ed contempt upon the Devil, who was ready to 


+4 boaſt that he was a great Conqueror, and that 
«© Chriſt had but twelve Apoſtles, and he had wo: 
% ONE of them to his ſervice, perſwading him, 
c that it was better to be a Thief and a robber, 
** than to be an Apoſtle.— Inſtead of Fudes, who was 


<6 a petty Thief, ſtealing from the Bag belonging to Þ 
© the diſciples, the glorious Saviour drew to himſeit Þ 


„% an arrant Thief, who had ſpent all his days in 
< the Devil's drudgery.— Thieves and Robbert 
are Satax's Heroes: But J=svs Curisr took the 


CHIEF of them, and left the Devil to his ſhame and 
confuſion. He made the thief to know more of 


Cbri than the Prieſts and Phariſees, and his tongue 
to praiſe, whilſt they blaſphemed him. | 
3. Hungry, likewiſe the infinite Humiliation, 
Mercy, and Love of CnRIST ſhone with refulgent 

luſtre, 


St/ Ambroſe, 


Sr. 2. 
luſtre. O how he humbled himſelf for our ſakes! 


(37 


How aſtoniſhing was it, that Jesvs ſhould take upon 
him the form of man; how much more, that RE 


ſhould take por him the, form of a ſervant ; but abun» 
dantly more ſtill, that he ſhould die between two 


Thieves upon the Croſs! He ſuffered himſelf to be 


- apprehended as a villain, to be condemned, and to 
die as a Thief — A Thief is moreodious and deſpica- 


ble than other wicked men, becauſe temptations to 
ſtealing are often leſs than to ſome other ſins; yet 
he was numbered with theſe tran/preſſors! — Was ever 


LOVE like this! Did ever grace ſtoop ſo low! 


What are all miracles, what are all myſteries in com- 
pariſon to this ? Could yonder Sun be degraded to a 
clod of the valley; or the Arch-angels of heaven de- 
poſed from their thrones, and become inſets of a 


day; great indeed would the abaſement be! but vo- 


THING to he, O bleſſed JESUS! When the bleſ- 


Ted IMMANUEL hung upon the croſs, he could 


have conſtrained the Seraphs, Prophets, Patriarchs, 
and Rulers to confe/5 ut, but he choſe the tongue 
of this Thief to do it; like Sampſon, who killed a 


thouſand of his enemies with the jaw-bone of an A,. 


This was a deſpicable and an unlikely inſtrument ; 
yet it proved his ſtrength abundantly more than if 
he had made uſe of the ſword of Goliah. 


When a tree grows crooket, and its wide branches 
all bend one way is to be cut down ; every ſpectator 
will be ſure what fide it will fall; yet behold a man 
| whoſe bent and practice all the days of his life were 

| : TRE | hell- 


* Thil. 2. 8. 


9618989 SERM, 2. 
Hell-ward, when he was cut down, he fell on the fide 
of the heavenly world: None but the glorious Ar- 
chitect of Heaven could do this! when he was cut 
down, he was a true convert. 


Which reminds me of the Second thing propoſed, 
namely, to ſhew that the faith and repentance of the 


Thief upon the croſs were genuine and evangelical : 
which will r if you conſider 


(1) That he dedicated all that he had to the ſervice 
of his dy ing Lord and Saviour. His hands and Het? 
were nailed to the croſs, therefore he could not 
make uſe of them in the ſervice of Chriſt; but his 


heart and tongue were free, theſe he conſecrated moſt 
cordially to his ſervice. The firſt queſtion which he 
propoſed to his fellow ſufferer proves that the ſpirit 


of God had effectually wrought upon his heart, and | 


that his repentance was frcere and of the right kind, 
He had a real abhorrence of, and hatred to fin. It 


was this that prompted him to check his companion | 
for his crucl abuſe of the bleſſed JEsvs : The reproof 


he gave his fellow-thief ſhewed his deteſtation of his 
fin, and his holy zeal and indignation againſt it. 
(2) He had a reverential, holy fear of God in hi; 


heart; this is implied in that ſolemn queſtion, | 
Dol Thou not fear God, ſeeing thou art in the ſan 
„% condemnation ?” Well then, the fear of God i; 
the beginning of wiſdom, and a great part of tru: 
religion, Alt is one of the promiſes of the covenant, 
& that God will put his fear in our hearts,” There 
is no fear of God in any heart till God puts it there, 7 


This holy fear put him 


1 5% 1 7 
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2. ( Srv. 2 „ 
de (3) Upon a frank confeſſion of his fins: ** 7/7 
ir- © indeed juſtly receive the due reward of our deeds,” ſays 
ut he, He believed with his heart, and confeſſed with 
bis tongae t; and theſe are the grand ingredients in 
ſound converſion. In his confeſſion, he teſtified a- - 
ed, = gainſt himſelf . ave receive the reward due to us; this 
the is the way of the godly in all ages : © 7 acknowledge 
al; == © my fin unto thee, and mine iniquity have J not hid“ 
ſays the royal prophet. The Prodigal cried out © 7 
Fe 3 & have finned f: The Publican ſmote upon his breaſt 
fre 3 faying, . God be merciful ta me a ſinner 8: So the 
Thief made a frank. confeſſion; here was no pallia- 
3 ung of crimes, he owned his ſentence was juſt, and 
iO the due reward of his deeds ; aud though the death 
1 2 olf the croſs was terrible, yet being convinced of fin, 
„be ſaw no ſeverity in it, nor made he any excuſes for 
Pe XZ himſelf, —If Adam had accuſed himſelf, inſtead of 
5 4 palliating his crime, perhaps, he would not have been 
1 8! calt out of paradiſe :—Judas would have fared much 
better, if he had frankly owned, Lonp ig is I,” 
mon inſtead of artfully concealing his wickedneſs by ſay- 
00 ing Lon p, Eirl?” 
bY 3 (4) That his repentance was right, will appear, if 
n his vou conſider the love that he bore to the ſoul of his 
tion, RR comrade : He had a ſtrong defire to convince him of 
ſam bis fins, and would fain bring him to a better way of 
od i; thinking. — The fear of God and love of Chriſt in 
true the heart expands all the powers of the ſoul to ſeek 
ant, tbe eternal happineſs of others. Thoſe who are truly 
here converted are far from monopolizing the GRACE of God 
there. E 2 to 
6 Rom. x. 9. 
(3] = * Pſalm, xxx, 5. + Luke, xv, 21. Luke, xviii, 13. 


(4196 SRM. 2. 8 
to themſelves; No: Their great concern is, that fi 
others may be brought to the knowledge of Chriſt e- wv 
ſus as well as themſelves. No ſooner was the apoſtle t! 
Paul converted, but he preached the gofpel to Jews o 
and Gentiles, and wiſhed even himſelf accurſed fort n 
his brethren's ſake. He taught tranſgreſſors the n 
ways of God : —80 this penitent Thief ſaid to his «© 
companion, ** Doft thou not fear God? As if he had mn 
{aid, ( Leave off railing : We have ſinned together; tl 
« we now ſuffer together; O let us repent together, d 
« and cry for mercy to him that is able to ſave our b 
*« ſouls from the flames eternal!” 8 it 

(4) His faith in Jeſus Chriſt was very ſtrong ; It MF 
may be compared to that of Abraham, of Moſes, of th 
Ifaiah, or the Woman of Canaan ; nay, methinks tlje b 

5 


faith of the penitent Thief has the precedency, and . a 


exceeds them all: That Abraham believed is not ſo 1 
much to be wondered at, becauſe God gave exceeding 3 wh 
great and precious promiſes, directed perſonally to him- Þ 
ſelf f: If Moſes believed tis not to / be wondered at, h 
becauſe he ſaw the Buſh burning yet not conſumed, ang © 
God ſpake to him as zt were face to face. — That Ifaiah : h 
believed, is not ſo aſtoniſting; for he was wrapt uß I 
in a prophetic viſion, and /aw the Lord ſeatef on «a © d 
throne high aud lifted up; He ſaw the Seraphims veil- 1 1 
ing their faces, in token of profound humiliation; * 
He heard thoſe ſons. of God, with ardour and love, fe 
crying one to another, noLy !. Holy! HoT LORD (WR Þ 
GOD or s ABBAOTH! And in conſequenee of this au- 4 : 
e 


guſt appearance, e poſts of the doors ſhook at the woice; | 
The ponderous and magnificent pillars of braſs tem. BR V 
Z]ed like a leaf: the ſpacious and beautiful houſe was 
: | filled 

} Gen. 15, 
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SERM. 2. (:4t1 ) 
filled with awful glory, ſo that the prophet was filled 
with aſtoniſhment and wondery, If the faith of 


the three diſciples was ſtrong, They had the privilege 


of beholding the bleſſed Jeſus transfigured upon the 
mount*, and glorified ſaints in their celeſtial robes 
making him a viſit, and heard a voice ſayingt, ** 7h; 
« /; my beloved Son; Hear him Something like this 
might be ſaid concerning the faith of Paul, Nathaniel 
the Woman of Canaan, &c. But as to this Thief, he 
did not ſee Jeſus on a throne, nor his glory 1n the 
buſh, nor upon the mount, nor 1n the ſcriptures, nor 
in his miracles ; probably he had heard that Judas 
ſold him for a trifle ; that his diſciples had forſaken . 
him; that he was deſpiſe and rejected of men: He 
heard the ſpeCtators around the croſs blaſpheming, 
and railing on him, and that it was exceeding dange- 
rous for any one to own him; He ſaw him indeed 
hanging upon the croſs all covered with wounds and 
blood, yet he turns his heart towards him, worſhips 
him, and puts up his petition to him, as the Lord 
of all, who had all thrones and dominions under 


him: he believes in him in the face of all difficultics : 


Did you ever hear of a ſtronger faith? O the won- 
derful works of God ! who would not truſt in him ! 
Thoſe who ſaw Jeſus Chriſt railing the dead with a 
word, had their faith ſhaken, at the time of his ſut- 
ferings, but this penitent Thief fixedly believed in 
him, notwithſtanding his rueful condition upon the 
croſs : no doubt but he believed the Re/urredfion alſo; 
elſe he would not addreſs himſelf to a dying man, O 
what an amazing difference was there here between 

E 3 the 


$ Ifaiah vi. 1, 2, * Matt, xvii, 2, 


t Luke ix. 
28, 63. 


2 
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the penitent Thief and his companion! His comrade 
could not ſee or be concerned about any life but a 
temporal one; therefore he ſaid, ** /f thou be the Chriſt, 
«6 ſave thyſelf and us. Temporal deliverance was all 
his care : and alas! how many brethren has this man 
upon earth this day! Many in our worſhipping aſſem- 


blies !-—-May God open their blind eyes !—O bleſſed 


faith of the penitent Thiet ! he caſt himſelf intirely 
upon Jeſus as the Almighty Saviour, Great was the 
faith of Daniel when he was caſt into the Lions den, 


but he knew that God had ſent his Angel to ſtop 


their mouths, and they were ready to lick the duſt 
off his feet : But the faith of this man was greater, 


(5) He earneſtly offered his prayers to Jeſus Chritt : 
The matter of his prayer evidently ſhews that he be- 
lieved Chriſt to be the infinite and eternal God, as 
well as a holy man; the ſame ſpirit that enlightened 
him to ſee his fins, led him alſo to ſee him to be the 
Saviour, and as to his divine nature, GOD over all, 
bleſſed for ever. 

Says he, Lorp, Remember me when thou come}? in- 
& zo thy kingdom!” a little while before, he called him 
this man; ** This man has done nothing amiſi. Now 
he addreſſes him as LORD JEHOVAH.—Was ever 
faith like this? what! does he call % LORD, who 
was a deſpiſed, agonizing, dying man, whom he had 


heard the Scribes and Phariſees in Jeruſalem inſult 


and reproach, as the vileſt that ever hung between 
heaven and earth? And now to addreſs him by this 
glorious name, LORD!” Be aſtoniſhed O Heaven! 
and wonder O Earth! Was there any thing in that 
poor mangled body, whoſe face was more marr d than 


ary 


SERM. 2. 1 


- ny man's *— Was there any thing that could diſcover 
A to this dying Thief, that Jeſus of Nazareth was the 
N Lord and Proprietor of heaven and earth? Remember 
I! . me <vhen thou comeſt into thy kingdom not, thy Father's 
n kingdom, but Tay Lingdom! even the kingdom of 
i heaven, which our Lord had declared before Pontius 
d ' Pilate that he was King of. And this the Apoſtle Paul 
y calls, “ auitneſſing a good confeſſion before many auitueſſes. 
le This proves CHRIST to be the INFINITE GOD: 
1, and this is the faith of God's elect, and the Thief's 
Dp faith; this is the grand foundation of all our hope: 
it his faith was full, like that of Thomas, who cried out, 
my Lord and my God ! It he was not ſo, doubtleſs our 
Lord would have convinced him of his miſtake,——. 
t: But the Divinity of Chriſt is a truth as clear as the 
e- dun in the ſcriptures :- It is a Truth that imparts. 
as ME unutterable Dignity to Chriſtianity :=A Truth that 
ed lays a moſt immoveable foundation for all the com- 
he I fortable hopes of a Chriſtian: A truth, which will 
, render the myſtery of our Redemption the wonder 
and delight of eternity. 
in= FX Obſerve how he prayed —with what humility and” 
im Pp arneſtneſs ! ** Remember me, when thou comeſt to thy 
ow RE kingdom !—Remember Me.“ — See how humbly 
rer he prays !—He did not ſay, Lord, Make me a 
ho citizen of the New Feruſalem:“ or Glorify me 
ad with the glory thou conferreſt upon them who 
ult F< ſerve thee, ” Nor did he ſay, Put on me the 
en MF heavenly Diadem: No, But, Remember dix: 
his 'Y I deſerve nothing: l have not the honour to die 
n! WE for thee ; yet I have the honour to die with, and 
hat 3 ; | | to 
ban 
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& to call upon thee. It is the grief of my heart, that 
„I have not known thee ſooner; that I might ſuf- 
& fer the Croſs for thy cauſe, and thy truth :—It I 
© had as many lives as I have hairs upon my head, 
„ they ſhould be all at thy ſervice, and at thy call; 
«© I would ſuffer the loſs of them all tor thy ſake.” 
— He did not cry out, „Lord take away the 
«© pangs of death which I feel in my body:“ No: 
To ſuffer is my deſert, only, Remember me, when 
„thou comeſt to thy kingdom, though that ſhould be a 
great while to come; Remember ME, a poor wret- 
© ched finner; Think upon me, a poor miſerable 
creature; Me, that have ruined myſelf: Me, 
© who am utterly unworthy any favour; Me, — 


that have nothing to give, but am willing to re- 


« ceive: 0 Lord, zementer ME! = 


Lafily, His Love alſo was exceeding great. This 
will appear, if you conſider, that he could not bear 
to hear his fellow Thief blaſpheming CurisT.— 
He vindicates our Lord's Character : ** He has done 


nothing amiſs, —As if he had ſaid, ©* He is not only 


innocent of the faults laid to his charge, but in 


his whole life he has done nothing amiſs:“ He look'd 2 
upon our Logo, as really he was, Holy, pure, 


* harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners,” —— 
Love is ffrong as death, ſays Solomon, 
are the Apoſtles, for whom thrones are prepared in 


the heavenly world? Will not ye reprove theſe 3 
Blaſplemers of the Son of GOD? No: —TIEsE are 
fied for fear of the Fews; Here ſee that there was 


an 


Where 


SExM. 2, E 
an honour conferr'd upon this penitent Thief, above 
the Apoſtles ; They were left to the weakneſs of 
their faith, to queſtion and doubt; but this man 
was ſtrengthened by the Spirit of Gop to ſtand up 
for CHRIST, when all had forſaken him. Did 
our Lord anſwer his prayer ? This. reminds me of 


The Third Thing propoſed, viz. To take notice 
of our Lon p's Anſwer ; | 
„% This day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe,'— 
We read, that our Loxp ſaid to Peter, who was a 
great Apoſtle, ** Whither I go thou canſt not follow 
© me now.” But to this man he ſaid, © This day 
& ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe.” He that ſent 
the fair-ſpoken, ſelf-righteous Ruler away ſorrowful, 
anſwer'd the f/f deſire of a malefactor at the point 
of death, This day ſhalt thou be with me in Para · 
diſe. — Here obſerve 
1. The happy tate he was to enter into, namely, 
Paradiſe Our bleſſed Lord mentions the happy 
Kate of true Converts after death, under the term 
Paradiſe, to teach us to look unto CurIsT as the 
Second Adam. The Firſt Adam, by his diſobedience 
loſt an earthly Paradiſe ; It was loſt, not only to 
himſelf, but to all his Poſterity, as he was their 
Covenant-Head ; But CRRISsT, as the Second Adam 
opens a far more excellent Paradiſe to all Believers. 
—— The Garden of Eden was but a chearlefs deſert, 
and all earthly charms are miſerable deformity, in 
<ompariſon of the heavenly world ! O happy State ! 


if What language can expreſs the incomparable glory 
1 of IMMANUEL's Kingdom! — Could ſome kind 


hand 


I John xlii 326. 
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hand draw aſide the veil but for one moment, and 
permit us to throw a ſingle glance on thoſe divine 
Abodes, how would all ſublunary poſſeſſions become 


| tarniſhed in our eyes, and grow flat upon our taſte ! 


One tranſient glimpſe of that conſummate happineſs 
would captivate our ſouls, and engroſs all our facu!- 


ties, There The Lamb that was lain manifeſts his Y 
beatific preſence, and his ſaints live for evermore.— | 


O amazing mercy ! Into thoſe regions of light and 


glory, our Lord conveys this poor wretch, as one 


of the firſt Spirits he had wreſted out of the Devil's 


hands : And this was an earneſt, thar by preachiny * 
of a crucified Saviour, Mir..1oxs of every age and 
Station ſhould be converted, and ſome of the oi//} ÞÞ 


of ſinners ſhould, be brought in, 


Pauſe a-while, my dear hearers, and look unto the 


bleſſed JIxsus!— See him nailed to the Croſs, and 64 
yet dealing out a Crown, and a Kingdom tothe? 


Penitent Thief! Thus, as the Sun in the firma- 
ment ſometimes darts forth his radiant beams emer- 
ging from behind a watry cloud; So our /zfering 


Loxd darted forth his rays of Majeſty and Grace 
on a dejected finner on the Croſs :—Though his tem- 
ples were mangled with the thorny crown, — His 
hands and feet cleft with the rugged iron, —His FRY 
fleſh covered with wounds, ſmarting and agonizing |? 
in every vein,—and his Soul pierced with pangs of 
unutterable diſtreſs ; —yet, Then he proclaims his -J 
Power and Dominion ſaying, ** This day ſhalt tber. 
ge auith me in Paradiſe.” It is only for Omx1- PR 
POTENCE to ſay, ** I wiLL, and THOU SHALT., ''— BY 
Here was Maje/ty in Miſery !=—And what u_ 5 

| could 
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could be ſweeter to the dying Thief than theſe 
words! What Promiſe could be more ſuitable or 
ſeaſonable? It contained in it the greateſt happineſs 
that could befall a Mortal; and now it waits upon 
a criminal, —at a time when execution had taken 
place ;—at the approach of Death ;—and, when the 
horrors of Hell were ready to lay hold upon him !— 
O boundleſs:Grace ! | 

2. Conſider the Company he was to enjoy; — 
46 Thou ſhalt be with ME,” therefore, with all the 
heavenly Hoſts, — The beloved Diſciple, in his en- 
Taptured viſion, ſpeaks of the Society of the Saints 
above 1n very ſtriking terms. That muſt be a hap- 
py company, where the Saints fing, Angels miniſter, 
Archangels and Principalitics triumph, —Thrones glit- 
ter, Cherubims ſhine, and Seraphs burn with love. 
Bleſſed man! that was called from a crew of aban- 
doned infamous felons, to be a companion of Angels, 
and to join with millions of Saints, who once lived 
upon earth, to be admitted to fit down with Adra- 
ham, Tſaac and Jacob, in the Kingdom of their 
FATHER { In yonder world are all the holy Pa- 
triarchs, not toſſed to and fro, as in their pilgrimage 
on earth; but abiding for ever on Mount Zion: 
Yonder are the godly Prophets, not ſubject to their 
cruel adverſaries, but wearing palm-branches and 
crowns, as emblems of Victory: — Vonder are the 
holy Apoſtles, and other ſuffering ſaints, men and 
Women, who paſs'd through ſeas of trouble, whoſe 
Robes are made white in the Blood of the Lamb: There 
they are as full of happineſs as their hearts can 
contain: — Vonder are the tender infants, ſnatched 
from 
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from the Breaſt by Death, and he hundred and forty- 
Jour thouſand, ſpoken of in the Revelation, not bleed- 
ing under Herod's cruel ſword, but harping upon 
their harps :—Yonder are the noble Army of Mar- 
rs, not groaning under the oppreſſive hand of cruel 
deſpotic Tyrants, but ſinging aud ſaying, Harre- 
„ LUJAH ! Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power 
© unto the LoxD our Gop!” Yonder dwell the 
Saints of Gop, who departed this hfe, both ſmall 
and great ;—They have bid a final farewell to this 
vale of tears, the regions of woe, and the ſtruggles 
with in-dwelling fin ; They “ are come to the City of 
the living God,” Every other place leaves the 
Chriſtian Hungry, but there he is abundantly ſatisfied 
6 avith the fatneſs of Gop's Houſe, and made to drink 
*© of the Rivers of his pleaſures “: Inſtead of ſighing, 
„they are finging, and the melody echoes thro” all 
the heavenly plains. O my ſoul, when ſhall J join 
the happy choir ! When ſhall I ſee the happy day 
when I ſhall mingle with the triumphant Hoſt above! 
ell me, what were the thoughts of the penitent 
Thief, when he firſt joined the triumphant throng ?— 
Did he not cry out, Is it J, that was once unjuſt, 


46 cruel and unfaithful ?—Am I admitted here? —Is 


it /, that was an heir of Hell—a caitiff in wicked- 
neſs—the firſt ſlave of Satan. — And am I admitted! 
How did the holy Company ſtrike their golden harps 
to welcome the penitent thief and praiſe free and ſove- 
reign Grace — O what bleſſed Company do Belie- 
vers enjoy above! ut then, they derive all their 
happineſs from IEs Us: — He is the ſolace of the 

| Saints 


$ Rev. f Pſalm xxxvi, 8. 
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Saints—** The un among ten thouſand dtarst.“ Hea- 
ven, ſays Auſtin, would be no heaven to me if 
Chriſt was not there,” No wonder St. Paul deſired 
to depart: it was, that he might be with Chriſt. 
The favour and preſence of God on Earth is ſo won- 
derful, that the royal prophet fays he avorld not 
« fear to walk through the walley of the ſhadoxv of death 
if God was with himf, but in heaven they ſee him 


as he is,—but language is too faint to expreſs, our 
Ideas too contracted to graſp it. 


z. Obſerve the Certainty of the promiſe which 


Chriſt made to the penitent Thief,—** VERILY thor 
alt be auith mg” „ VERILT' He puts his AMEN to 


it—the very Oath that binds the eternal God, 


f Heaven and Earth may paſs away but not one jot 
bor tittle of his word ſhall fail” his ſacred word of 


promiſe, whatever may obſtruct, or whoever may 
oppoſe it, ſhall be fulfilled to the very uttermoſt,. 
Who doubts the conſtant ſucceſſion of day and night, 
or the regular returns of winter and ſummer ?—and 
ſhall we doubt the veracity of God, or diſtruſt the ac- 


2 compliſhment of his promiſe ?—Yet he affords us a 


ſurer foundation for our faith than the fundamental 


- laws of the univerſe;—for Heaven and Earth may 
2 paſs away, but his word ſhall not fail. 
ſtronger aſſurance can we deſire ?—what form of con- 


What 


veyance, what deed of ſettlement, were it left to us, 


£3 ſhould we chooſe? Here is the word of a King— 
the King immortal and inviſible, whoſe declarations 


yt | are 
t Dr. Watts. + Pſalm zxui, 
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Truth itſelf:Earthly Monarchs may change their 
-minds—Corporations may be dis franchiſed and Chan- 
ters re voked Even Mountains may be removed, and 
Stars driven from their Spheres But the unſpeaka- 
ble Mercies of GON, received by faith, founded 
on the divine promiſe, are unalienably , ſecure: “ 
They arg laſting as Eternity itſelf, The word of 
promiſe which Chriſt ſpake, the dying Thief be- 
Jieved ; though multitudes treat God's Word as a 
dead Letter. And what may we ſuppoſe was the 
effect it had upon his mind? Why it huſhed all his 
fears at once: The peace of God which paſſeth all 3 
underſtanding took poſſeſſion of his trembling heart, 


and created an inſtantaneous calm in his ſoul. —It 


had the ſame effect upon his troubled ſoul, as the 
voice of the fame Almighty Lord had upon the tur- 
bulent tempeſtuous Sea, when he ſaid, ** Peace, 
Be flil*!” The Spirit of God witneſſed the Pro- 
miſe to his conſcience, and ſealed it upon his heart, 
and the glorious effect was Puietne/s and aſſurance 
For ever f. And thus you ſee, that the ſame Lon p, 
who ſpoke unnumbered worlds into exiſtence with a2 
„% FAT!“ can renew the hardeſt heart in a moment, 1 
and make the vileſt ſinner a great Saint. 8 
But I haſten to the Laſt Propofition, viz. 


To endeavour to guard the doctrines in the Text 1 
againſt abuſe. | y 
_ T mighteaſfily point out ſeveral abuſes of this re- 1 
gnarkable paſſage of Scripture, but my limits will!“ 
admit 


* Mark iv. 39. | + Iſa. xxxii. 17. 
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admit of my mentioning but one ; which is, that 
many make uſe of this preſumptuor/ly, to delay Re- 
pentance and a preparation for death. Moſt people 
know the hiſtory of the penitent Thief, and num- 
bers pervert it to their own ruin,—The work of 
God in the Soul is uſually carried on in a progreſ- 
five manner; ſo that from the time the Spirit of 
God firft convinces, untill the compleat Salvation is 
witneſſed in the heart, may be almoſt a Chriſtian's 
whole life. In the penitent Thi, the Work of 
grace was begun and compleated in a very ſhort 
time; perhaps in a quarter of an hour, and that in 
the agonies of death. But we have no other certain 
inſtance recorded. The caſe of Acban the ſon of 
Carmi comes neareſt to it, though that is not ſo cer- 
tain, It is a juſt obſervation of our puritanical 
Divines, That we have one inſtance in Scripture of 
the converſion of a ſinner, in the laſt hour, that 
none might pe, and but one, that none might 
preſume.” But how common is it for men of corrupt 
minds, to abuſe and wreſt the Scripture to their 
own deſtruction! Thoſe who live in uncleanneſs 
ean readily quote David's adultery, but never think 
of his Repentance: And the Swearer will put you 
in mind of Peter's curſing, but not a word of his 
tears and bitter ſorrow for the ſin. Know this then, 
the ordinary rule is, That as men generally live, ſo 
they uſually die. An ungodly, graceleſs life uſual- 
ly makes a miſerable End. The Voice of Gop to 


you is this, Now is the accepted time, Now is the day 


of ſalvation.” —** Hear, and your ſouls ſhall live.” — 
GOD may juſtly deny that grace in death, which 
F 2 thou 


(* Y Szxu. 2. 
Von in life refuſeſt. There were uo thieves. 
who ſuffered with Chriſt, one only repented, the other 
died blaſpheming: And if thou refuſeſt the calls of 
the Goſpel in thy life-time, thou mayeſt be left in 
thy laſt hours to the hardneſs of thy heart, to die 
blaſpheming with the impenitent thief, ——Repen- 
tance towards Gop, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, are flowers which. rarely ſpring upon a death- 
bed, —— The defign of this remarkable converſion 
is not to encourage thee to go on ſecurely in the 
ſervice of the Devil to the laſt ; but to diſplay the 
glory of Gop's free grace, and to ſhew how readily 
our Lord receives ſinnners, notorious ſinners, who 
were vile to a proverb; To proclaim to us, that the 
miſerable and the guilty, who find themſelves with- 
out plea or hope, but what the goſpel proclaims by 
Chriſt, are invited without exception, and received 
without any qualification to recommend them; unleſs 
wretchedneſs and miſery* may be called Qualifica- 
tions. Though they may have been the vileſt offen- 
ders, yet they are accepted in the Beloved, and none 
of their iniquities ſhall be remembered any more.— 
On the other hand, the Goſpel of Chriſt teaches 
throughout, that the moſt reſpectable characters 
among men are declared to be of no avail in point of 
acceptance with God; but in this reſpect, all the 
race of Adam are upon equal terins, and muſt be 
involved in the ſame ruin, without an abſolutc 
dependence on the great Mediator. This is an illuſ- 
trious peculiarity of the Goſpel, Which the proud 
fallen Nature of man cannot but reſiſt and find fault 

| with 


* Luke vii. 375 to the end of the chapter, 
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with, till the conſcience is truly affected with the: 
guilt and demerit of ſin. The whole tenor of our 

Lord's miniſtry. was ſuited. to depreciate the molt: 
ſpecious attainments of thoſe who ed in themſelves 

that they were rightcous,—and to encourage all, who 
felt and con feſſed themſelves to be miſerable ſinners, 
to come to him for wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanFification, 
and complete redemption. . 


APPLICATION. 


1; HENck learn, from the converſion of the Thief 
upon the croſs, the free diſtinguiſhing grace of God, 
who WILL. do what he will with is own. The. 
perverſeneſs of men ſhall not ſtop the current of his 
love and grace. He will work, and who can let ?— 
Here were two of the moſt abandoned wretches that 
ever lived, both alike for badneſs, one ſhall be taken 
and the other left to himſelf. —Thus. the Lord is 
pleaſed to diſplay his own ſovereignty ! : If others 
diſpute.and cavil againſt this procedure, thoſe who 
believe and repent, have cauſe to adore his goodneſs 
to themſelves. 

There 1s a day upon the wing when every mouth 
ſhall be ſtopped that would naw contend with the juſt 
Judge of the earth. — The impenitent and unbeliev- 
ing will not then dare to charge him with injuſtice 
far dealing with them according to their own coun- 
ſels and defires; inaſmuch as when the light of 
truth was ready to break forth upon them, they 
choſe darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeda 


A wers 


* Luke xvili, 9, 14; 18,—Natt, xix 16. 
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were evil. Nevertheleſs when we treat of Gov's 
Elefing Love, we ought to learn of the Apoſtle Paul 
to ſpeak of it with reverence and cautionꝭ, and not 
with that trifling arrogant ſpirit, which too many 
ſhew when they diſpute upon the Nu Ne ſubject. 


2. From this fingular Inſtance of one Thief being 
called, and the other being left to himſelf, you 
may learn, that the ſafeſt way for the Chriſtian to 
walk in, is between fear and hope. Fear is a curb 
to keep in Hope; true Hope qualifies true Fear from 
exceſs, Fear alone, without being temper'd with 
hope will make a Chriſtian feeble and faint-hearted, 
and like dejected men, who love to walk in melan- 
choly walks, ſo fear increaſes the doubts of the 
dejected Chriſtian, and makes him frequent ſuch 
paſſages of ſcripture as tend the moſt to his diſcou- 
ragement. How many fincere ſouls have I known, 
who have looked ſo long on ſuch difficult places as 
Heb. vi. 7,—X. 26, and the like, till their heads 
turned round, as by a ſwift ſtream, *till they have 
fallen upon the borders of abfolute deſpair, crying 
out, I have ſinned againſt knowledge, and there 
is no mercy for me!” whereas, if they had re- 
freſhed their underſtanding, by looking off thoſe 
places whoſe engravings are too curious for eyes 
ſo weak as theirs ; they would find hat in other pla- 
ces of ſcripture which would enable them to look 
more ſafely, as through a glaſs to underſtand the 
difficult part, and to cheriſh their Hope. Horz 
| 13 


| 


$ See Rom. xi. 23. 24242 „ Words 
which expreſs 1 reyerence and aſtoniſhment of his 
mind, 
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is a proper balance to FEAR: — Hope is as ſweet a 
companion as the Chriſtian can have to travel with 
him. Hope of dividing the ſpoil fires the ſoldier 
with courage in the day of battle: The hope of 


riches makes the Sailor to face the ſtorms at ſea, and 


plow the ocean in danger. True hope raiſes the 
Chriſtian to an heroic reſolution againſt his luſts, 
and fin of every ſort: Therefore the Apoſtle ſays, 
He that hath this hope purifieth himſelf, ewen as he is 
pureſl. The Hopes of Heaven leave a blot upon the 
world in the Chriſtian's eſteem. It is no more to 
him, than the Aſſes were to Saul, when Samncl 
anointed him King. It makes the Chriſtian active, 
zealous, and chearful. Hopeleſs and Lifele/5 go toge- 
ther; Therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, ** Be /ober, and 
% hope to the end,” Hope - will ſhew you how good 
the Lord is; that his compaſſion is infinite, and his 
love unſearchable. The Lox p beſtows peculiar and 
great favours upon thoſe that fear and hope in him; 


The Lord taketh pleaſure in them that fear him, in thoſe 


#hat hope in his mercy ;S$” His eyes are fixed upon ſuch 
to do them good. Old Facob propheſied of //achar, 
that he ſhould be a ſtrong Aſs between two burdens, 
he could not miſs his road; for the Burdens would 
be as two walls to guard him from going aſtray on 


the right or the left: So the ſafe way to the heaven- 


ly Canaan is between holy fear and ſteady Hope; 
Theſe are as two walls to guard the Chriſtian in the 
way. Fear keeps from preſumption on the one hand, 
and hope keeps from deſpair on the other.—The 


thief that was 10% ſhould rouſe us up to fear, leaſt 


any 


$ x Jokin, iii. 3. I. Pfal. cxlvii, 11. 
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any of us ſhould come ſhort of the heavenly inheri- 
tance; the Thief that was /awved ſhould encourage us 
to hope, to pray, and truſt in Chriſt Jeſus, who can 
ſave at the 11th hour, and who ſaved the penitent. 
Thief, when the laſt ſand was running in his glaſs ; 
yea is able to ſave. to the uttermoſt all that come 
unto God by him.— The devil made. uſe of every 
ſtratagem to. deſtroy Job's, confidence in God; He 
made uſe of Fire from heaven to deſtroy his goods, 
and the bitter words of his friends on earth to diſcou- 
rage him; and in effect ſaid to Job, Thou mayeſt 


* totally deſpair of. help from heaven above, and 


© from earth beneath: But what ſaid Fob ?—*<* Tho* 
he flay me, yet auill Itriſt in him'*s St. Ambroſe ſays 


that Deſpair-is a more aggravated fin againſt God 


« than any other ;** not, becauſe 'tis the greateft fin, 


but the wor / ſort. to men; . becauſe by it they ſnut 
up the gates of mercy againſt themſelves, Proba - 
bly that Judas was guilty of deſpair, was a greater 


ſn againſt Chriſt, than his ſelling of him to the 
Jerus: for when he. ſold him he poured contempt. 
upon his manhood, but by deſpain, he finned againſt 


his Godhead, and infinite, merits, Becauſe he could; 
not forgive himſelf, he thought that the, Lozy 
could not forgive him. This was to ſet limits to 
the Holy One of Iſrael. Hence the Apoſtle Jude 
cries out, Wo unto them, for they have gone. in the 


1% qvayof CAin$S!” And what was Cain's fig ? Why 
his capital ſin. was in ſaying, My fins are greater 
© than can be forgiven.” —This was, a daring fal(-. 
kood, The mercy of God is N than all the 
| ung 


5 Job xi, 15, 
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fins in the world. Deppair is a complicated ſin; 
becauſe it oppoſeth Gop in the greateſt of all his. 
commands,—The greateſt of all commands is to 
believe, When the people aſked, *©* What ſhall wwe 
& do, that abe may work the work of God f? Mark 
our Lord's anſwer, ** This is the work of GOD, that 
„ ye BELIEVE on him whom he hath ſent*, As if he 
had faid, ** This is the moſt compendious way, to 
believe in me, and receive ne into your heart :”? 
This is INSTAR OMNIUM., Now, if faith be the 
work of God, Unbelief is the work of the Devil; 
and that which he had rather thou ſhould'it do, than 
drink and drab, Deſpair is wabel/ef at the worſt, 
Unbelief 1 is Deſpair in the bud; Deſpair 1s unbelief | 
at its full growth, 

DEs AIR has a peculiar way of dimonouring God 
above other ſins, — Every fin wounds the Law, and 
the Name of Gop through the Law's fide; But 
this wound is healed, when the penitent ſinner by 
faith comes to Cyx1sT. But what would you ſay of 
fuch a prodigious ſinner, that when he hath woun- 
ded the law, is not willing to have it healed ? What 
would you ſay to him who has diſhonoured God at. 
a high rate, and is not willing to have the dirt he 
has caſt in God's face to be wiped off? 

Methinks I ſee your paſſions move, and you aſk 
with Ahaſuerus,: ** Who is he, and where is he that 
preſumes in his heart to do o? anſwer, Truly this 
adverſary and enemy is this wicked DEsPAIR. The 
deſpairing ſoul is not willing that Chriſt ſhonld make 
ſatisfaction. for the wrong he has done to God: 
there fore 


* John, vi, 29. 
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therefore in Deſpair, there is much infernal Pride: 
He ſcorns the Surety, —Deſpair brings an ill report 
of God and Chriſt, Tremble therefore at De/þazr. 


3. You may learn from hence that Afurance of the 
love of God is attainable in this life. We are exhor- 
ted to make our calling and election ſure ;. and the 
very exhortation implies that the bleſſing is attaina- 
ble. David prayed, ** Say unto my ſoul that thou art- 
my /alvation.”” The beloved Diſciple wrote to various 
ranks of believers that they might now that their fins 
evere forgiven, And how did the godly in all ages 
know this ?—ITt was by the Spirit of GOD ** avitne/< 
Aug with their ſpirit, that they are born of God. —If 


repentance and remiſſion of ſins are to be preached ta 


all nations, would it not be very. ſtrange if nobody 
knew this remiſſion, as well as know that they belie- 
ved or repented? Even the The on the croſs expe- 
rienced it: And it. is the duty and privilege of every: 
Chriſtian to preſs after This, to ut that they are 
paſſed from death unto lifes. 


4. Learn hence, that the Lord gives to every fin · 
cere ſeeker more than he aſæs. 7p intreated his. 


fellow-priſoner, when he was ſet at liberty to re- 


member him when he waited upon Pharaoh ; but he 


was two whole years before he remembered Jop, 


though he promiſed fair when in priſon. But not 


ſo are the dealings of God. Abraham deſired but a 


ſon ; And he had not only a ſon, but ſuch an one 


as from him ſprung the incarnate IMMANUEL.— 
Jacob delired to keep Benjamin, for he did not ex- 
pect to ſte Jop; but he ſaw. Benjamin and Fo/ep) 


together 
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together. Solomon begged wiſdom to rule the peo- 
ple; and God gave him wiſdom and a thouſand other 
bleſſings. Hezekiah begged but a little time to live, 
God gave him fifteen years. The ſervant that owed 
ten thouſand talents, begged for time, but his Lord 
frankly forgave him all. The penitent Tie begged 
only to be remembered; but behold he had Paradi/? 
given him! He requeſted but he crumbs; but the 
Lord admitted him a gueſt at the heavenly feaſt in 
the New Feru/alem; He would have thought it an 
inexpreſſible Fawvorr to be admitted after a thouſand 
years; but ſays our Lord This day ſhalt thou be with 
me.” Grace and glory crowded in upon him at 
once. Remember me, ſaid he, and the Lord anſ- 
wered him inſtantly,—O happy man! He had the 
favour of a merciful Judge indeed !—He ſet him at 
liberty from the bondage of fin, and in a little time 
delivered him out of all ſorrow. —It is the manner 
of our God to give abundantly more than we can 
aſk or think.—This is his manner to this very day.— 


Laſfily. From the extraordinary converſion of the 
Thief upon the croſs, we may learn not to deſpair of 
the converſion of the vile finner. When Paul 
was guilty of Stephen's innocent blood, the Church 
had little or no hopes of his converſion ; “ yet,” 


as St. Auſtin ſays, ** Even He that ſent Stephen be- 


„fore, was ordained to follow after.” — What was 
it that Stephen prayed for? Lord, ſaid he, lay not 
this fin to their charge“ The Prayer fled ſwiftly to 
Heaven, and was heard by a prayer-hearing Goh, 
and the Church was ſoon bleſt with the Converſion 
of Paul. Paul in his fury helped to make Stephen 


> 1 — . , LAGER, 
4 4 2 — r 8 
a — 222 ERS 
x m — * 2 3 rr Rn «Lt 4A N — 

. — — — —C 

2 — — —— — —— — —_— N — 78 — — 

- . - 
1 * — 


(60) S ERM. 2. 
1 Martyr; O wonderful Grace! this ſame Man be- 
came a Martyr for CAHRIsT. He that conſented to 
ſhed a good man's blood out of falfe zeal againſt 
Chriſt, did after this, yield his own blood to be ſhed 
in true zeal for Chriſt !———Of whom then ſhould 
we deſpair ? Why will you deſpair of the conver- 
fion of the vileſt ſinner upon earth? We know not 
a greater ſinner than Saul of Tarſus : for he was a 
Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor, and injurious; yet we 
know not a greater Convert, or a more eminent Apoſ- 
tle.—The fouleſt rags caſt on a dunghill, or fit only 
for the fire, yet of them the curious Artizan can 
make fine Paper fit to adorn a royal chamber, or fit 
for Kings to write their beſt laws upon.—So the 
great Kirxs of Heaven often writes his Law upon 
the hearts of the vileſt ſinners, and makes them the 
greateſt ſaints. A Zprous finner, far more ſpotted 
than Naaman the Syrian, may be waſhed clean, in 
« the fountain that was opened for fin and uncleanneſs.” 
The barren Fig tree may be recovered, The wild 
Olive, by new grafting, may bear excellent fruit,— 
The unhappy Youth, may become a good Man :—A 
toul Morning may produce a fine Day. There is 
no wound ſo deſperate, but it may be healed, if the 
Phyfician of Heaven will undertake the cure.—0 
Sinners, here is a wide door of Hope thrown open 
in the Goſpel for yo to turn in and be ſaved !— 
Lord, Make them good that are not, and make them 
better that are, for the ſake of an Almighty Saviour! 


And now let me turn to You, Ye poor condemn'd 
PRISONERS ! I had you in my eye all the time I was 
| | ſpeaking, 


mW — + ek 


Drum. 2. +. 

ſpeaking :=O may the ſpirit of Gop ſet the word 
home upon your hearts!—your time is ſhort, very 
mort; *ris fixed. A few days ago yon ſtood before 
an earthly Judge; your crimes were proved upon you; 
you were ca and condemned according to the law of 
your country; you are left without any hopes oſ a 
Reprie ve from an earthly King, and the day of exe- 
cution is haſtening on apace ! Excuſe me, my 
dear hearers, if tears interrupt my ſpeech a little, 
my heart is full, — 


Let me -again remind you,—That you will ſoon 
be called to ſtand before a Bar which is infuitelp 
more tremendous than that before which you ſtood 
this day ſe*nnight, What was your appearing before 
the Judge in a-court of judicature upon earth, when 
compared with the appearance you muſt make in a 
few days, before the Tribunal of a Heart ſrarchung 
God !—How dreadful is it for an unconverted fin- 
ner to ſtand before that awful Tribunal !-—Confider 
the ſtate of ſuch ! Every thing conſpires to increaſe 
their ſorrow. If they look backward, fins unrepen- 
ted of ſtare them in the face, Mercy {lighted con- 
= founds them, and the day of grace is ended They 
"= « look forward, —There they ſee the rightcous Fudge 
0th dreadful tribunal, and a moſt ſolemn reckon- 
en ing! If they look ixtuard, there Conſcience, ſtron- 
ger than ten thouſand witneſles, teſtifies againſt them, 
and ſharpens their anguiſh In their life-time, 
they deſpiſed all religion, turned the deaf ear to all 
the offers of Merey, and the terrors of the Lord 
chey treated with ridicule:— Now, the great and 
o inexorable Judge will lang“ at their calamity, 
: G and 
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and mock æuben their fear cometh. Now they appear 
before the Bar: They ſtand ſpeechleſs ; being over- 
whelmed with guilt, and marked with infamy, be- 
fore the Angels of light.—Q How will their hearts 
enduxe the ſword of divine Indignation when the 
ſentence is pronounced, — ©** DEPART, ye curſed ! 
into everlaſting fire ! —0 how will the wretches 
{cream with wild amazement, and rend the very 
heavens with their cries !—Where—How—W hence 
can they find help ?—Friends and acquaintances 
know them no more; Heaven and earth abandon 
them to their approaching doom !—The <vicked ſhall 
be driven away in their wickedne/5, and plunged, not 
in the ſorrows of a moment, or the tortures of an 
Hour, but into all the reſtlefs agonies of unguencha- 
ble fire, and everlaſting deſpair. —-O miſery of miſe- 
ries Too ſhocking for reflection to dwell upon !— 
And if ſo, wifat mult it be to feel it? This is the 
portion of Sinners that die in their fins : This—and 
infinitely worſe than language can deſcribe. - 

But you, my fellow finners, are yet within the 
reach of hope: Let thoſe chains of iron which you 


have about you be the means to lead you to ſee the on ! 
Jar 2worſe chains of ſin and fetters of iniquity ;—The _ 
door of mercy is yet opened for you,—Your expreſ- 3 
ſions to me in the priſon ſignified that you ſtrongly 2 
relented your paſt conduct: — But give me leave ſtil = 9 
to deal plainly with you: Have you been convinced SY 
of your ſinful nature? Are your fins really grievous ._* 
to you? Is the burden of them intolerable ? Have Priſo 
you been brought to ſee your caſe helpleſs and hope- dent! 
leſs, like the Thief on the Croſs, without a Saviour? N 5 15 
Has that grand enquiry been the ſecret workings of 2 


. y our 


your boats, « evhat muſt I do to be faved?” Do you 
ſee, feel, and confeſs that you abſolutely ſtand in 
need of a divine Phyſician, an almighty Redeemer * 
& conviction of /i is of the utmoſt importance, for 
nothing but an affecting ſenſe of its heinouſneſs can 
make Jesvs Currsr defirable? Do you ſee the ne- 
geſſity of the Spirit of God to help you and to teach 
you? Have you been convinced of the fin of unbe- 


like Feroboam the ſon of Nebat that taught and made 


Iſrael to fin;—fo does wnbclief,. as it ms teach and 
lead the whole foul. to ſin. 


Vour unbelief perſuaded you, lies; it was no fin to 


perty of others. —Yow told me that you often broke 
the Sabbath; Unhbelicf makes men Sabbath-breekers, 


4 God commands us to keep. holy his Sabbaths;. unbe- 
b lief fays,—no, take your pleaſure, there is no harm: 

God declares that ſinners ſhall be damned who believe 
= not the truth ;—unbelief ſays, tis not true ;'—"The 
* ſeripture ſays, he that Belicueth not, hall be damned ;— 


when your felony was found out, —but have you 


- been humbled before God, who knows all the ſecret, 
6h vain thoughts and evil intentions of your heart? 
<a i You were ſhocked when your fetters were put on, 


N but did you tremble before God, to think of the 
© priſon of hell, where all impenitent ſinners go after 


Lave death? have you been convinced of the neceſſity of 
, a new heart? The Loxp has openly declared, ect 
our 


Wye be converted, you cannot enter the kingdom of beawen. 
Lou have been induſtrious to get friends to procure 
12 pardon for you ;—in this you did well; But have 
G 2 you 


lief? This is the leading fin—the ani fin ;—tis . 
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you proſtrated yourſelves before tlie Lord in ſecret, 
faeking pardon in the name of Irsus, loeking to 
Ins us alone as the only Sayv.tour ?—looking off from 
ſelf, and all mankind, and with heart- breaking ſorrow 
ſaying with the penitent Thief, cach of you for Him- 
alt, Remember me, Bord, me a rebel, a polluted, fin- 
ful wretch.!—W hen-your friends had ſought means 
to ſaye you, they returned and brought you the lan- 
guage of deſpair, that there was no hope ;”—this 
funk your ſpirits, and made you-melancholy :— But 
I have a. commiſſion, from the anEAT GOD to tell 
you, Ile that believeth ſhall be faved,—And there is 
Joy in heaven. over, every franer. that repenteth ;—T have 
a commiſſion to tell you, At of the King of Hea« 
ven, and it ſhall. be given you:— And the prince of 
yeace hath aſſured you, He that cometh unto me 1 
« ail in-no-wife caſt out. The way to come to him 
is by. believing in him, and to deſpair of ſalvation in 
yourſelves.. Came to him then by: earneſt prayer and 
fupplication :. come to, him juſt as the Fhief upon 
the Croſs came to him, miſerable and guilty, with- 

out any: plea or hope in yourſelves, We have many 
inſtances in this book, of the vileſt of finners having 
been ſaved in this way; and indeed there is no other 
way ſince the fall :—Be your iniquities like %] 
of Talents, yet in Jzsv's atoning blood there is a ful! 
payment for thein. all: Altho' you were-chargeable x 
with the vie deeds that have been committed in 
every age, yet if:you believe in IEsus, his blood will 
cleanſe. you from all fin; and it is impoſſible for the 
kumble penitent to confide in him too ſteadily :— 
Therefore, Turn to this Strong * ge- Prifoners of 
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- Þ oN THE Loss OF THE SOUL. 


Marr. xvi. 26. 


For What is a. man profited,. if he 
ſhall gain the whole world and loſe his 
own Soul Or What ſball a man. give. 
in exchange for his Soul? 
Famous Painter“ having ſpent much time, and 
exerted the utmoſt of his ſkill in finiſhing 
a curious Piece, being afked why. he he took /o 
much pains about it, while others of the ſame pro- 
feſſion finiſhed. their performances in much leſs time, 
made this Laconic reply : ** ETERNITATI PIC. 
I paint for Eternity.” 80 I may truly ſay, that I 
preach for Eternity; and you ought. to hear for 
Eternity.— And as to , the two Priſoners, this is 
the laſt Sermon you ſhall hear on this fide ZErernity, 
© „ 


* Kerxes. 


>} This Sermon was preached on Riiſpmere Heath, near Tofroick) 
* the Execution of  Hain/worth: and Mien, April 244 1769. 


TG) | Sent: 3. 
— The importance of the Subject requires the atten- 
non of all here preſent.— I have read of a lear- 
ned Preceptor to one of the Kings of Portugal, who- 
eounſel'd His royal PapiFto repeat this Text to him-- 
felf, and ſpend one quarter of an hour every day in 
meditating upon it. This was good counſel ; And 
I Fam ſure it would be of ſervice to every one, to go 
and dv likewiſe, 
Our Lord in the foregoing words lays down the 
Terms-upon which all his Diſciples muſt follow him,; 
« Tf any one- will come after me, let him deny himſelf ;" 
I. e. Let him renounce Hime, his carnal reaſon ; 
his finful affetions and appetites ;-- renounce his finful 
aims, ends and felf-righteouſneſs, and let him fotloxy 
me.” Palentinian the Emperor ſaid, ** that the great- 
eſt victory he ever obtained was to day himſelf,” — 
Of all.Staveries none ſo-grievous, as to be a Slave to. 
one's own Luſts and Paſſions. 

Another. Term, our Lord lays down is, that 
we muſt tale up the croſs.” Where finful-/elf and righ- 
trons ſelf is renounced, the Croſs is eaſily born: We 
ſhall then patiently bear whatever croſſes or trials 
meet us in the way, We muſt drink of God's 
cup of affliftion au/{ngly, ſaith Bredford, the Martyr, 
and if we refuſe it we are in. danger to drink of the 
dregs- with the wicked. When God bids. us yoke, 
he is the wiſeſt, who yields his neck. to it.“ We 
muſt follow. Chriſt in all his imitable perfections; 
| follow kim without Zefization ; and not leap over 
the hedge of his commands, to avoid the rough way of 
afRifion, * God hath. predeſtinated us 1a. e confor- 
25 ue we Image-of bis. ech We muſt be like 
Him, 


Rom, viu, 29, 


Sen N. 33 ( 65 Y 

IN. Plato went ſtooping; and his Scholars acconnt- 
ed it an ornament to go like him: And'ſhall we not 
account it an honour to be meek and lowly of heart 
like Chriſt ?- ©: JFDo/oever cui ſave his life, ſhall looſe 


1 it:“ We muſt not be parſimonious of life, if 


Chriſt calls us to part with it, —Marr is naturally a 
life-loving creature. What man is he that defireth 
not life? Aſk the dying man before us ;— Is not 
life dear? Life is. ſweet,. and every creature makes 
much of. it, from the higheſt angel to the loweſt 
worm; but life itſelf with God's diſpleaſure is worſe 
than death; and death in is favour, is true lite. 
If you would. ſave your lives by forſaking the truth, 
it is the only way to looſe them, Our Lord in effect 
ſays, ©* It you be willing to do your lives for my 
fake you ſhall /ave them. He that forſakes Chriſt 
to preſerve a temporal life and avoid a. temporal death 
will certainly come ſhort of eternal life. Thou- 
ſands have loſt their lives for Chriſt's ſake, in doing 


his work ;—by labouring fervently for his name ;— 


In ſuffering work, by chooſing rather to die, than ta 
deny him and his truth. —Chrift's holy Religion is 
handed down to us ſealed with the blood of thou- 
ſands: And it is infinitely better to have the favour 
of God with the loſs of this life, than to be crowned 


with all the glories of this world and be loſt at laſt, — | 
For avbat is @ man profited, if he ſhall gain the whole 


& «world aud loſe his own foul?” If there could be 


ſuch a bargain made, that a man might have the 


whole world for the ſale of his ſoul, he ſhould for all 
that be the greateſt Looſer : © Or,auhat hall a man 
« gie in exchange for his ſoul?” This queſtion 
includes a figure which Rhetoricians call Zitotes : 
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i. e. More is meant than is expreſſed. The mean - 


ing is, that you would be ſo far from getting any 12 
profit, that you would undergo the greateſt loſs 11 
imaginable, and would ſuffer the greateſt damage Fac 
K and detriment that you are capable of. | _ 
. | In improving this Subject on this ſolemn oc+ 25 
| caſion, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, fo 
| an 


I. That the Soul is exceeding precious. 

IT. What is meant by lo9fing the Soul. 

III. Point out the cauſes why ſo many boſe their 
ſouls for ever, and then apply. | 


I. That the Son! is exceeding precious. This will 
appear, if you conſider, | 


| 
| 1. The excellency of its original. 
| & There is a ſpirit in man, ſaith the inſpired Pen- 1 
man; and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth him, = 
{| under landing. The Soul is of a noble deſcent : oh 
It came from the FATHER of ſpirits, ** God created ad, 
| man in his own image : In the image of God created he. 24 
bim,” Never was there more expreſſed in: ſo few = 
words! There is a great deal of curious embroidery Py 
in. the compoſition of the body, that we have reaſon * 
to ſay with the royal Prophet, ve are fearfully and _ 
evonder fully mage But the body is but the ſheath, 1 
—a caſket for the Jewel; yet the human body does | 1 
not more excel other viſible creatures, than the ſoul of 
does excel the body.— The body is of the carth, WM 
earthyy ;, but the Soul is from above the heavens. 2 
hs | The body 18 to the ſoul as A barren turf. to a mine wy 
| of gold; a wall of mud, to the richeſt treaſure; a * 


; mean. 
| . ® Job xxi. Is, + I Cor. XV. 
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mean caſe, to à rich and beautiful inſtrument ;: It is 
like Pharaoh's priſon, to Joſeph; or a maſk, to the 
face of an Angel. The Soul is the hd of eternity: 
anck the date of eternity is fixed upon it.— Man was 
made upon the Image of Goo; — Go is immortal; 
ſo is the Soul. The Soul is an intelligent Spirit; 
and it is inviſible. It is impoſſible for us in the 
preſent ſtate ſully to underſtand the properties of a 
ſpirit. We cannot form an adequate conception of 
it, till we enter into the world of ſpirits. Some 
have called the Soul * a vital, ſpiritzal Subſtance :* 
Others hare called it, “a particle of the divine 


Breath inſpired into the Body by God himſelf,” — 


The Soul is endowed with underſtanding, will, and 
affections ; and theſe are amazing in their operations, 
When all worlds were created, a bare Friar 
accompliſhed all; Let them be!” ſaid the Great 
GOD, and immediately they ſprang inte exiſtence, 
adorned with every beauty, diſplaying innumerable 
perfections.—**By the ⁊uord of the Lord were the hea- 
wens made, and all the Hoffs of them by the breath of his 
voti, But when Man was to be created, a Coun- 
eil was called, —** Come, and let ns make Man, ſaid 
the TxruxtE GOD ! © zz our Image, and after our 
Likene/s$! which emphatically points out the dignity 
of the Soul. The Soul bears innumerable marks 


of its Inmortality.— Atheiſtical wretches wiſh that 


the doctrine of the Soul's Immortality was not true; 
and ſtrive to believe falſnood: But Eagles can ſee 


further than Orvls ; and even theſe Blind finners feel 


an indelible Principle <wv/#4ix them, which teſti fies 
through all the clouds of error, that their Souls 
ſhall not die with their bodies, The 


* Pſalm xxx11i, 0; '$ Gen, i. 26, 


_ 'SERM: 3. 
The Sox] and the Body are widely different in their 
properties. A perſon may be in good bodily health, 
and enjoy all outward accommodations; ſuch as 
muſic, good cheer, delicacies of all forts, many 
friends, and a large eſtate; yet this ſame perſon may 
have ſuch a dread in his conſcience on account of 
the guilt which he hath brought upon himſelf by fin, 
as to be a terror to himſelf. On the other hand, a 
godly man or woman may labour under great pains, 
be expoſed to poverty and contempt ; or be involved 
in complicated adverſity ; yet the Soul may be fult 
of joy and inward ſerenity. Numbers of the bleſ- 
ſed martyrs have expreſſed their ſolid joy, when their 
bodily torments have been extreme. A chearful ſoul: 
in a diſtempered body, is not an uncommon ſight. 
Now if the diſpoſitions of the ſoul and body are ſo 
manifeſtly diſtinCt, that one may be well and the other 
afflited ; one grieved and troubled, when the other 
is in perfect health, it is evident the ſoul can ſub · 
ſiſt to great advantage without the body. 

FE might here expatiate upon the nature of the 
Underſtanding, and ſhew how the Will fways the 
ſcepter over the Affections:— I might ſhew how the 
Soul can reaſon, forecaſt, invent, remember, exer- 
cife arts, and deduce concluſions ; which acts are 
the characteriſtics of an immortal nature. What are 
all the Vbraries and monuments of learning in the 
world, but ſyſtems of thought, laboured and per- 
fected in the active inquiſitive Mind ?— The Soul. 
can in a moment ſtep from Earth to Heaven; con- 
ceive the motions of heavenly bodies; and predict 
the conjunctions of planets, and diſmal eclipfes. 


Materias 
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— Material things move heavily ; but the Soul moves 
ſpontaneouſly, What can be ſwifter than Thought ? 
Do men write important things on Water? Do 
they engrave curiouſly in Snow, or in Sand? Do 
not theſe characters inſcribed by the finger of Gon 
proclaim aloud our immortality ? But this is not a 
place, nor yet a proper ſeaſon to treat the ſubject 
philoſophically ; elſe many arguments might be de- 
duced from hence, which would clear up the point 
in hand, Why are people deſirous their names ſhould 
ſurvive after they are dead ? Why are people afraid 
to die, if there is no judgment to follow, and no Sol 
to be judged? Without this, Death would be a 
a trifle ; the breaking of a pitcher that had nothing 
in it but fluid air. The truth is, when the body 
returns to d, the immortal Spirit muſt appear before 
GOD that gave it. When the body dies, the newere 
dying Soul goes to the grand Tribunal, where it is 
judged, and puniſhed or rewarded, as the principal 
in good or evil, The Soul quits the Body in death, 
as an Inhabitant quits a rotten, ruinous houſe ; or, 
as a muſician forſakes his broken and un- ſtringed in- 
ſtrument; or as a gueſt leaves his inn, to go to his 
own home. Elijah prayed that the child's Soul might 
come to him again*; Therefore it was not extinct, 
though out of the Body. Lord Feſis, receive my 
© Spirit!” & was the Proto-martyr Stepher's prayer in 
death: His $þiriz could not be forcd, though his 
Body was.—** Fear not him that can kill the body only.” 
By St. Paul's choice, 2 Cor. v. 8, a man may be 
at once abſent from the body, and preſent with the Lord. 


+ Feel. xii, 7, * 1 Kings, xxi, $ Acts vi, 59» 
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The rich man 7ifted up his eyes, being in Tormeutsð.— 

No man can ſuppoſe this has any reference to his 
body. 

And here let us a little conſider the Duty incum- ; 

bent upon Parents. B 

"Think it not ſufficient, O ye Parents, to provide & 

an earthly Inheritance for your children There 4 

is a Principle within them, which outward objects ch 

cannot ſatisfy. We look upon young children, and 60 

admire their agreeable features, or comely perſons; Go 

and great care is often taken to deck them out fine, pir 

fak, 

we 

haſt 

2 

if yi 


But remember, There are immortal ſpirits, precious 
Souls within them — Whether ye yourſelves are ric 
or poor—T hoſe little Strangers, are uſher'd into life 
the beirs of Worlds unknown !—They are Candi- 
dates for Eternity. That living ſpark—the Sous, 
ſhall ſurvive when yonder Sun, Moon and Stars, are 
expired! Their Spirits muſt ſurvive the ruins of the 
World, and run the rounds of eternal ages! They _ 
are Beings that have a begizning, but never can have 


End! 


O ye Parents! Strive to teach your children the 


avorth of their Souls: and frequently remind them Bd 
of their Spirit's Zmwrortality : O Train them up in the Wi « % 
abay they ſhould go! Do not many periſh for lack of : 10 Sha 
admonition and correction in their early years ?— Wu. 
Do not many come to an untimely end, for want 4 ,,_ 


of knowing the nature of Sin —Shew them the 
evil of lying, and pilfering. —Ignorance opens the 
door to great wickedneſs. —If your children were 
born blind, would you not reckon it a great cala- 
mity Mo rvleuge of the ſcripture, is like the eye; to 


Giſcores 
$ Luke xvi, 
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Gſcover dangers, and how to avoid them. It jt 
great crime in the Papiſts, to forbid the ſcriptures 
being read by the laity; but in our land, the Book 
of God, the CuAx TER of Txvra, is in every Houſe, 
But alas! in ſome Families, the Biles ure fo moul- 
dy for want of uſe, that you can write © paMNATI- 
ox” upon the cover. If Sampſon's eyes are put out, 
the Philiſtines will make ſport of him, and bind him 
to the Mill. If you bring up children ignorant of 
God's word, the Devils will make ſport at them, and 
bind them to Parity and Sin: Therefore, for God's 
fake, and for your own Soul's ſake, bring them up 14 
te Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. — But: I 
haſten to ſhew, 


2. It appears that the Soul is exceeding precious, 
if you conſider the high Price that Fe/us Chriſt laid 
| down for it's Redemption. We reckon the value of 
| any thing by what a Wiſe Man will give for it by 
| way of Purchaſe, —Conſider then the worth of your 


Souls by the Price that was paid by Chriſt to redeem 
: them, 


It is a moſt important, folicitous enquiry which 
4 we read, Mican, v, ** Wherewithall fha!ll come 
Je fore the Lord, and bow myſelf before the high God? 
% Shall I come before him with burnt offerings ; with 
E * Calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with 
7 « thouſands of Rams, with ten thouſand Rivers of 
„“The O which the Prophet ſpeaks of 
Where, is the ſame with that precious Oil of confidera- 
Wor of which we have a large account in Zxodus, 
4 kap. xxx. The precionſugſs of this Oil we may 
Either from the Lal that Mary nad! in the Alabaſter 
A H Box 
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Box which ſhe broke, and which ſhe. poured upon 
our Lord, and provoked: the indignation of the Diſ- 
\ciples and others for ſuch great waſte ; for ſaid they 
At might ham been ſold for more than three - hundred 
pence], of the Roman money; which was a great 
Sum in thoſe days; and if ſo ſmall a quantity was 
of ſo great a value, what muſt Rivers of ſuch Oil be, 
Suppoſe it could be had? But all this laid down to 
redeem a Soul would be a wain Commutation, and 
ſuch as would be rejected by the bleed God with the 
utmoſt abhorrence.— Could ail the Potentates that 


ſway the Scepter in a thouſand Kingdoms, devote 1 
their ſacred and honourable Lives, to reſcue an \ 
obnoxious Creature from the Stroke of wengeance— P 
alas! It muſt coſt abundantly more, to expiate the © 
malignity of in, and ſave a gzi/ty aureteb from Hell ! Ci 
What if all the Angels-and Principalities of Heaven #7: 
mould be content to aſſume our nature, and reſigg 4 
themſelves to death ? All this would be too q e fe 


Satisfaction to divine juſtice ; too ſcanty a reparation 
to God's injured Honour, How vaſt is that debt, 
which all the wealth of both the zdics cannot diſ- 
charge; How witiated that Body which all the Drugs 
produced by nature cannot refify But how much 
more ruinous and miſerable is our condition! How 
much more heinous our guilt ! Since nothing leſs 
than the infinite, precious blood of the Son of Gon 
could redeem our Souls, and cancel our iniquities ! 
He, who ſaid in the beginning, Let there be 
Light !=—and Light æuas;“ in order to ſave our Souls, 

| mul 


[4 Mark xiv, 4. 
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muſt take upon him our Fleſh—feel the flerce tor- 
ments of Crucifixion—and pour out his Soul in Ago- 
nies, that our Tranſgreſſions may be pardoned ! The 
Scriptures of eternal truth affure us, that the 
Blood which redeemed us is Gop's own Broon*®, 
and therefore all;/afficient to atone, and almighty to 
ſuve. “ The redemption of the Soul is precious; 
but muſt have ceaſed for ever, if Jesvs CuxISH 
«© had not undertaken the work HIMs ELT.“ O ye 
inhabitants of the world, confider, and weigh the 
Worth and Value of your Souls, by the matchleſs 
price that was paid to redeem Jun Redemption is 
one of the brighteſt Mirrors in which you may 
contemplate the worth of Souls: The gifts of en- 
tion, and of providence are only as Mztes out of the 
divine Treaſury ; but REpemeTION opens and un- 
folds all the Magazine of grace. 

I cannot conclude this head without ee 
myſelf to Tou, the poor Criminals, on the brink of 
Eternity ! Are your hearts truly humbled at the 
conſideration of your exceſſive grilt before God? 
Have you a clear fight of your horrid and execrable 
offences? Do you loath yourſelves before Gop ? 
Look by faith unto 7%, our paſſover, that was 
* ſacrificed for u. — Look unto the infinitely me- 
ritorious atonement of the Son oF Gon,—** Belicte 
% in the Lord Feſus Chrift and you (hall be ſaved.— 
Though your iniquities be like debts of millions of 
Talents, there is more than Fu! payment for all the 
gy Sum! - Were you chargeable with all the 
H 2 vileſt 


Acts xx, 28, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
N 
| 
N 
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.*6. 7 ſhall be clean; waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than 
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vileſt deeds that have been committed by men and 
-women in every. age, if you believe in Jeſus, ſo as 
to ſave you from: fin, you need nat deſpair :: Moun- 
tains of guilt, grievous beyond expreſſion, art 
not to be compared with the abundance of Grace 
and Rightcouſucs which is in our incarnate IN MA- 


NUEL! *Tis impoſſible for the human mind to exalt 


this atonement too high; — Tis impoſſible for the 
humble penitent to confide in it too feadih. Cry to 


the Lord in the language of repenting David; ſay- 
ing each one for bimſelf, . prrge me <vith hyſſap and 


% Snoxwh /””—* I have been guilty of complicatod 


and ſhocking crimes z. crimes, dreadfully inflamed 


with aggravating circumſtances, againſt God, my 


-< Neighbour and myſelf ; but deep as my crimes 


have been, for which I deſerve the hotteft place 
in Hell, yet, O Lord God! they are zothing 


when compared with the finite merits of Feſxs 


© Chrift thy Son! To whom I look; and upon whom 
I cat my guilty Soul l—Is nt not the hope of all 


© the Ends of the Earth? — Though my conſcience 
- © be more loathſome than the dunghilh, and my 


Soul black as the gloom of Hell; yet if thou doſt 


- © but waſk me in the Fountain that was open for ſin 
and for uncleanneſs, I fhall be fair as the Lilly, 
and white as Snow !—O dear Jeſus, thou eternal 


Saviour, who didit ſhed tears over obdurate Jeru- 


alem, pity me! Spare me /—O thou loving Saviour, 
© who didſt meet the returning Prodigal; didit cat 


5 Pfalm-lis 7. 
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© a look of compaſſion on denying Peter ; thou that 
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« didſt pardon a Mary Magdalene, an Adultereſi— 
© Thou that didſt ſnatch a Thief from the Croſs, 
and carry him to Heaven ;—O thou that didſt hear 
© the cry of bloody Manaſſeh—and turn the hearts of 
© the flagitious Corinthians ;—who haſt had mercy 
upon the Mirderers of the Prince of Li- O let 
thy love, thy mercy, and thy grace rife higher ſtill, 


and reach even nt !—O what a triumph of grace 


© will it be to pluck the rind out of Ruin 0 
4 what an omnipotent action to ſave the moft loft 7 
And ſuch am 1! O ſpare, pardon, and bleſs even 


© me, a Son of violence ! a Slave of ſenſuality ! O let 


© me be waſhed in the precious blood of a dying Re- 
* deemer ;—Let me be ſancti fied by the powerful 

© operations of thy Spirit, and juſtified through the 
* tender mercies of a gracious God! 


3. That the Soul is very precious, will further 
appear, if you conſider, that Gop from all eternity, 
hath ſet his love upon ſouls ;; even upon all the 
weſſels of mercy. —Conſider the preparations he has 
made for them in Heaven; Igo to prepare & place 
for you,” ſaid the bleſſed Redeemer. —* Eye hath 
ot ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive of the glory which he hath in 
fore for them that love him! ”-—Raiſe your imagina- 
tion ever ſo high; ſtreteh your invention ever ſo 
wide - give them all the Scope that a ſoaring, excur- 
five fancy can take; and your conception will ſtill 
fall infinitely ſhort of that bliſs which he has in ſtore 


for ne Bdievers ; 


H 3 D & That 
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4. That the Soul is very precious, will appear, if 
you conſider, that the Holy Pirit 1 is engaged, by his 
gracious influences and operations, in preparing it 
for Heaven. — This ſhould heighten our ideas of its 
worth. The Spirit of Gop is ſent to convince the 
«vorld, of fin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgmentF, He 
comes and frives with ſinners; and perhaps there 
is not an individual in this vaſt concourſe, who has 
not felt the frivirgs of the Spirit of God with his 
Conſcience :—He comes in his quick%ning, convin- 
cing influences, ſhining upon ſouls, and leading them 
to Chriſt. The Spiritof grace makes a divine reve- 
lation of CHRIST to the Soul, 
mine, and. ſbe vu it unto youſſ. Hence be is called the 
« Spirit of b / ſdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
« Him. The bleſſed Spirit tranſmits his Gifts 
through every age, and communicates his graces to 
all who come to CurisT. By His aid and power, 
the ſaints in every age have trodden vice under their 
feet; triumphed over an abject world; and had their 
converſation in heaven, —** Not J, but the grace 
of GOD in me!” is the unanimous declaration of 
them all, —It is only by His effectual though ſecret 
operation, that the Law in its purity, and awful 
denunciations is ſet home upon the heart; which 


makes finners enquire, ewhat they muſt do to be 


ſaved ?—He diſſolves the Flint in the impenitent 
breaſt ; He breathes upon the dry bones, and they 
livet — By His influences, the ſcales of Ignorance 
all of from the eyes of the Underſtanding ; the 

4. rel 
John xvi, 14. 
+ Ezck, xxxvii. 
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leproſy of evil concupiſcence is purged from the Wil 3 
and the //ie of habitual iniquity entirely removed 
from the Converſation, —— The convinced finner 
fees the things which belong to his Peace, but d in- 
ly at firſt; but preſently divine truths pour in their 
evidence more and more — New Deſires take place; 
new purpoſes are formed, and ſueceed; a new ſet of 
Tempers actuate * Heart ; and a new Converſation 

regulates the life / | 

It is the 33 of the Hol Seri, that 
bind up the ſorrows of a Broten Heart; confirms 
the faith and the hope of the Chriſtian; ſteels the 
ſoul with impenetrable Reſolution, and perſevering 
Fortitude ; and at the ſame time ſoftens it into a 
dove-like Meekneſs : So that the whole of this work 
proclaims the preciouſne/s of the SouL, —O that 
we may all 4zoxv the Es of this bleſſed Spirit 
upon our hearts ! | 


3 The Holy Scriptures were given for the good 
of Souls. Goſpel ordinances and Goſpel miniſters are 
appointed for the good of SovLs :—Prophets and 
Apoſiles have been furniſhed with wondrous gifts, for 
| our Good. The very Angels of Gop are as ſo many 
| minifiring ſpirits, patrolling around our Tents, and 
| they rejoice at the conwer/fon of fuer Heaven and 

Earth, Sea and Air, —all Things in Nature;—the 
Works of providence and Grace; —Time and Eternity j—= 
{ALL that Ixs us hath done and Saffered, and what he 
is zow doing in heaven—ALL—ALL enn the 
NarcnlLEss Won rn of Sours!— 
6. The contention that there is between both Worlds 
plainly intimate to us the value of Souls: O what 
| an 


( 8 ) Sinn. 4, 
an amazing ſtrife is there for Souls !—There is 
ſcarce any thing make people value themſelves fo 
much as when there is a mighty conteſt among the 
Great, concerning what fide they will take. O 
Man! O Woman! remember that 7% Chrif, 


on one hand ;—and all the Powers of dartneſs, on the 


other, are contending who ſhall have the Throne in 
thine Heart /—The deſign of all the terrors of the 
Law, and the ſweet invitations of the Goſpel, is to 
inliſt you under the Banner of Jeu Chrift. If Hi; 
faithful Miniſters, at any time, arm their words 
with Terror, and denounce the wengearce of God, on 
every Soul that ſinneth:— They act as Friends to 
awaken you out of your ſinful flumbers; and your 
gay | infenſibility. — ** Knowing the terrors of the 
Lord, cue perſuade men- And all theſe terrors 
are like the gathering cloud, and the diſtant thun- 
der, to warn you to repair unto the Ark; to fly to 
Him, who is the Refuge from the tremendous form 
that will ſweep. away a careleſs auorld — When mini- 
ſters publiſh the glad tidings of the Goſpel, it is to 
invite, to intreat, and beſeech finners *©* zo be re- 
% conciled unto God. — And can there be better in- 
itelligence, or more vevjSng Tidings than thoſe of 
the everlaſiinz Goſpel ? - What information can be 
more pleaſing, than to hear that God inſlead of 
abborring thee as a Rebel, is willing to embrace thee a3 
a child! —What Tidings can be more !ranſporting 
than to hear, that Cux Is r. has wahquifhed SATAN, — 
AHreyeu S1x,—deprived HELL of its prey, and peu 
the Gates of HEAVEN for ALL Believers When 
Peter lay bound in priſon, was the Angel an 2! 
come Meſſenger, who ſtruck away his Ferters, open“ 

| the 
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the Gates of Tron, and tranſmitted him /a and vn. 
molefled to the cordial Salutation of his Friends ?— 
As you are all, by nature, in Bondage to fr, It has 
been the work and bulineſs of Prophets and Apoſ- 
tles, Evangeliſts and Miniſters, to be Inſtruments 
of turning ſinners from Darkneſs into Light; to 
lead them out of ignominious /lavery, into the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God What Manna can 
be more refreſhing than such a meſſage ? What 
Balm more healing than ſuch a ſervice? — Whether 
therefore we ſpread the Al/urements of Divinz 
Love, it is for your comfort; or whether we bend 
the Bow of Divine InDIcxNATION, it is for your 
Benefit; to win you to Happineſs, or drive you 
from Miſery !— = 
In a word, ALL that Jesvs Cnr1sT has done and 
ſulfer'd ;—all the Miracles he wrought ; every word 
he ſpake ;—all his Threatnings and Promiſes; all 
Judgments and mercies ;—all Trials and Aidtions:.— 
the miniſtration of Angels; Thrones, Principalities and 
Powers !—All the Bleſſings and Comforts which refreſh 
this lower world ;—all the Zamps that burn in the 
Sy, and diſperſe their chearing light amidit all 


the families of the Earth ;—the changes of night 
and day; —the vicifiitudes of revolving ſeaſons, ALI. 


are ſent upon this kind Errand, to invite, to Se 
*. to be reconciled to God; and to make Jesvs the 
REFUGE of our ſouls f— 

On the other hand, the Devil and all his agents 
are indefatigable in drawing Souls to . everlaſting 
defiruttion.—The EAT Gop ſays, ** Son, give me 
.**. thy heart: Satan ſays, * Nay ; let me have it. 


The evil angel;, thaſe curſed plunderers of Souls, are 


ever 
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ever laying ſnares and innumerable temptations to 
trepan, allure, and beguile them. The %% and 
the word alſo join in the conſpiracy, How many 
plots, ſtratagems and devices, does he make uſe of! 
He ſpreads his nets every where and fills the world 
with his windings, policies, and deluſions.— The 
promiſes of this accurſed Fiend are great and fair: 
Judas ſhall have money; Eſau ſhall have pleaſures ; 
and Nabal plenty; if they ſerve him : — Docg ſhall 
have a place at Court, if he will extirpate God's Ser- 
vants:—Pilate ſhall be Judge and Governor, if he 
will exert to the utmoſt his a#s of ixjuſtice; yea ſo 
impudent is this infernal Spirit, that he offered the 
Sov or Govt all the 4ingdoms of this world, if he 
would bow the knee to Him! 

Behold Two Men before us, almoſt dead ! Satan 
tempted 2e to rob and ſteal; he infinuated into 
their hearts, that they ſhould never be diſcovered ; 
and if diſcovered, that the favord of Fuſtice ſhould 
never be unſheathed to cut them off: but ſee the 
Event! Gloomy and melancholy is their fituation ! 
may their Souls find -z2rcy with God — The Devil 
is ſubtle to tempt; he is a cruel maſter, ſor he will 
give all his ſervants no other than damnable pay? 


Time would fail me to point out halt his ſubtle de- 


vices.— We ſay, ** He is an zale wooer, that wanteth 
words; —But the Devil is never at a loſs to find out 
ſchemes to allure Souls to ruin. Many believe his 
promiſes, and confider not that he is a Liar and a 
Muraderer:— He has ever a NAY to God's YEA ;— 
And 'tis amazing, what tame ſervants of the Devil 
the wicked are, as if under a kind of an inchantment. 

Curſing 


nt. | | Merge 
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Curſing and ſwearing is the Devil's Calechiſin; yet 1 
- thouſands learn this more readily than the Alphabet, . | 
, Drunkenneſs is the Devil's fly ; yet odious as this | ö bl 
d fin is, multitudes roll in it. Adultery is a fire that bl 
4 drieth up the marrow, yet what numbers wallow in 4 
f this and various kinds of filthineſs: And from iy: il 
d hence ariſes Theft, Robbery and every evil work, tf | 
8 The Covctous look for no paradiſe but in this 3 
6 world: His eyes never look to heaven, except it 3 
; be to obſerve what weather it will be.— The Hypo- Lit 
l crite places all his Religion in outward appearance, 48 
” and his heart is full of deceit, —The ſcripture ſays, # 1 
* « that their. inward parts are full of wickedneſs,” 1 
0 The heart of every one affects Fulneſs; and if it be my 
18 not full of God, it will be full of ſomething elſe, 1.4 
"a The wicked are full of unrighteouſneſs, — their IU 
Hands full of blood, —their Houſes full of ſpoil, by 

_ their Lips full of deceit, their Mouths full of cur. 2 
10 fing, —their Throats full of ſlander, — their Loins 9 
1; fall of luſt, — their Heads full of rancour, —their wi 
Id Souls full of malice, —and their eyes full of adulte- | 4 
* ry; yet can they never be ſatisfied, Alexander was | 14 
ot; but a liiile man, yet an hundred worlds could not 2m 
pit have filled him.—A full Wardrobe cannot content 'Y 
ul Pride, it is ſtill longing for new ſuits of Apparel, | 2 
y ? The honours of a Court could not ſatisfy Haman. 1 4 
e- Alas! what pains do people take to go to Hell ? 8 
25 | How does the Devil rejoice over his Slaves? He | I 
o- ö promiſes largely, and tempts importunately 6: When j b 
be can gain conqueſt over Souls, how is his ma- 8 

is | ice gratified! He triumphs in the deſtruction of | 1 
8K Sinners. How many factors and agents does he q 1 
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employ to betray Souls! Falſe Prophets and fal/: 
Preachers are the Devil's Factors to deceive Souls, 
and to bring them unto the ſame miſery with him- 
ſelf, If at any time, finners are ſnatched as brands 
out of the burning, and converted to God, this fills 
him with the greateſt rage, and ſets hell in an 
uproar to oppoſe them in the way to Heaven ;—yea 
ke can change himſelf into an Ange! of Light, in 
order to draw. people away by error in principles and 
in practiſe, Time would fail me to point out Satan's 
ſubtilty in chooſing the moſt advantagious ſeaſons 
for tempting ; his art in managing his temptations ; 
and the inſtruments he makes uſe of to deſtroy 
Souls,—I haſten therefore, 


II. As propoſed in the ſecond place, to ſhew what 
we are to underſtand by lofng the Sonl. 

1. By ling the Soul, we are not to underſtand its 
falling into a non-exi/ience, or an extinction of its 
Being, No, Thy Soul, ſhall flouriſh in immortal 
« youth, unhurt amidſt the war of Elements, — The 
te wreck of matter and the cruſh of worlds.” Its 
exiſtence will run parallel with Eternity itſelf,—The 
Soul ſhall not looſe any of its original Powers after 
death, but its capacity will be enlarged, and its 
ſenſibility rendered more quick and penetrating 
than ever.—By lfing the Soul we are to underſtand 
its being deprived of the comfortable Preſence of 
God, and its being driven away to everlaſting Tor- 
ments without the leaſt Hope of reſtoration.—A loſt 
Sol] ſhall be ſubje& to all evil, filled with eternal 
enmity and hatred to all that is. good, and become 
like the Devil himſelf! O tremendous loſs The 
4% of Gov! The b/ of the ſweet company of 
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Ixsus Carisr! The % of the fellowſhip with 
Angels and Saints! What Language can paint the 
greatneſs of this loſs? A % never, never, never to 
be repaired !—** The wicked /hall be driven away in 
his Wickedneſs,” driven away with all his Load of 
Guilt; driven away to dwell amongſt damned Spi- 
rits for ever; obere the cvorm dieth not, and the fire 
Hall never be quenched ! There the pana damni, and 
the pana ſenſus, the Puniſhment of Pain and loſs, will 
be unſpeakable.— Who can dwell with eveclaſting 
fire? who can dwell in unquenchable burning? 
Who can bear the chains of eternal darkneſs ? 
Hark! Hark! Hark! What voice is that I hear, 
Methinks 'tis Dives crying out in the burning To- 
phet ! ** I pray thee Father Abraham, that thou cou 


« ſend Lazarus to my Fatber's houſe, for I have five 


„ Brethren; that he may teſtify unto them, leſt they 
% alſo come into this place of torments*,” Hear a 
Man preach from the infernal Gibbet! Hear him 
from the Rack—that you may repent ! Lnok down 
to the bottomleſs pit! See the /roke of their tormerts 
aſcending up for ever aud ever How black and cruel 


are the Fiends! How furious the 'Tormentors ! — - 


The only muſic in hell is horror and de/paſr— ** νẽ˙ 
ing and gnaſhing of Teeth,” Every one's lamen- 
table cry is, 7 am tormented in this Flame.“ Whe- 
ther there be material fire or immaterial, is not 
needful for us to enquire ; but all the Figures that 
can repreſent Pain and Miſery are made uſe ot in 
Scripture to give us a faint idea of the Miſery of the 
damned. A cup of cold water would be prized by 
them above ten thouſand worlds, Who then would 

5 | burn 

* Luke, xvi. 27, 28. 
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burn in Luft, that fears to burn in Hell? Let them 
whoſe mouths flame with Oaths and Blaſphemy fear 
theſe flaming Torments :——Let the Drunkard fear, 


' left the ſtrong Liquor which he drinks, ſhould be- 


£ome oil to nouriſh the flames of hell-fire. The 
greateſt fires upon earth have been quenched, but 
this is znquenchable Fire. — The wicked in Hell, are 
ſaid to be bound in chains; to point out the power 
of divine Juſtice, and the guilt of their own conſei- 
ence.—Theſe chains repreſent to us that no part of 
the Body, or Faculty of the Soul ſhall have the pow- 
er to gratify its owner. The mind 1s bound to con- 
template nothing but endlef5 qvoe the Memory 
bound to recolle& nothing, but flagrant ſins; —the 


Fancy bound to preſent nothing but horrid wifions :— 


the eyes bound to ſee nothing but offenſive fights ;— 
the car —to hear nothing but the moſt hideous yel- 
lings;—the noſtrils But I turn from the awful 
ſubject, to conſider a 


111. The ashes of the Le of immortal Souls, 


1. Many loſe their Souls by living all their days 
in ignorance of their worth, and of the way of Salva- 
tion; and thereby become a prey to the Devil.— 
* A Soul without knowledge is not good: A knowing 
man may be a ſlave to ſin; but an ignorant man, one 
that knows nothing of his % fate, and of ſalvation 
by Cnalsr, can be no other than a ſave. Where 
the watchmen of a city are ind, the city is ſoon 


taken. An ignorant perſon fins, and he knows it 


not: He is like a man that walls in his fleep; who 
knows not where he is, or what he does. An igno- 


rant perſon is a man in ſhape, but a beaſf in heart. 
The 
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The Prophet ſays, that ** there was no knowledge 
in the land *;” and obſerve the ſad conſequences of 
it mentioned in the next verſe : ** Swearing—lying— 
killing —adultery”—and what not? Ignorance is 
compared in ſcripture to darkneſs : The darkneſs of 
the night incline people to /e: fo a blind mind 
and a drowzy conſcience go together, When the 


florm aroſe, the ſailors cried to their gods; but the 
Aceper fears nothing. {gnorence binds the ſoul under 


the hatches of /upidity, which hinders the light of 
krowledge, —Gop hath planted in the Heals a natural 


, fear of that which threatens their hurt :——Drive a 


beaſt to a deep pit, and he ſtarts back; but the 
ignorant man finneth, and bluſheth not, The way 
to heaven cannot be known in the dark: [pnorances 
ſhuts out the means of recovery, Friends and Mini- 


fert, yea Currsr himſelf ſtands without, urging 


promiſes and threatenings ; but the ignorant ſoul de- 
fires not the one, nor fears the other: and thus 
thouſands periſh through /gnorance | 


2. Great numbers loſe their Souls through Pre- 


femption : they preſume upon the general mercy of 


God. Prefumption is a wilful, deliberate ſinning 
againſt conſcience, example, and warning : Not- 
withſtanding the warnings of the Word, they per- 
ſwade themſelves that all is well with them ;—that 
they need not fear or trouble themſelves about Faith, 
or Repentance, or ſound converſion. They think 
if they can ſay with the laſt gaſp, ** Lord have mer- 
uon me,” all will be well. —They are like Jonah 
faſt aſleep ; and when they die their ſouls awake in 
| ] 2 2 the 


* Hoſ. iv. 2. 
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| the midft of the Tempeſts and Horrors of Fudz- 
A ment and Eteraity. This is no rare fin in the world, 
People preſume of fafety in fin, they doubt not 
| 4 but it will be well with them, though they fear not 
1 to do evil; as it this world was to laſt for ever, and 
[| | that the M Heat and Tares ſhould never be parted. — 
| | The preſumptuous ſinner ſays, ** Cri died ;* Wilt 
| EE thou then go on in fin, becauſe Chrif died? His 
if 
| 


Blood indeed is a Charter of Pardon, but withal, *tis 
a covenant of Direction. — He that refuſeth to live 
as that covenant directs, may periſh at laſt; and that 
as a Malefactor, who is hanged with a pardon about 
| his neck. But we will repent hereafter,” ſays the 
; pre ſumptuous: This is the wicked man's Neck-oer/e. 
1 I grant that many promiſes are made to the penitent: 
1 but in what chapter, —In what verſe hath God pro- 
miſed to give thee repentance in the laſt moment? 
He that has oil in his lamp, i. e. Grace in his heart, 
ſhall enter in with the Bridegroom; but he that 
neglects or deſpiſes the offers of Grace ſhall be ſhut 
out.—Preſumption does things without warrant, 
and expects things without promiſe : Preſumptuous 
Sinners take their ſalvation for gray ted, without 
Queſtion, and are fure of heaven when they die. 
Every Grace hath its counterfe/t, and there is a wide 
difference between aſſurance of Faith, and inpudent 
Arrogance, Preſumption is without all doubting ; 
True 4ſurance feels many Perplexities. He that 
never doubted of his final Eſtate , his happy Eſtate 
is much 20 be doubted. - Preſumption is joined with 
a loge Life; but true aſſurance is accompanied with 
Humility, a tender conſcience, and a cloſe walking 
with God, An aſſured foul w oY nat fin, becauſe his 
ſalvation 
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ſalvation coſt the Saviour ſo dear; —Preſumption 


fins, becauſe Grace aboundeth.— The one turns 


Grace into Wantonneſs; the other turns from Wan- 
tonneſs to Grace. To preſume is a fin ſweet to Fleſh 
and Blood; Ie. ſhall be as Gods!“ toiled innocence 
itfelf. The Devil has not a more tried ſhaft in all 
his quiver; than to perſuade men they are the 
favourites of God, even whils they go on in ſin.— 
Preſumptior is a fin that oppoſeth God in all things. 
It is a fooliſh ſin ; for though Balaam knew he could: 
not juſily earn Bala#*s gold, yet his fingers itched at 
it, and he reſolved to go.——Corah knew that there 
was no conteſting with Moſes; yet his proud heart 
will venture. Preſumption is a. kind of Fire-work 
made up of Pride. and Fool-hardineſs ;—A compound 
of eaſy credulity -a headlong Raſhneſs ;—a blind 
Foliy ;—It delights to fit upon the top of a matt ; 
where falling aſleep, the downfall is Deſtruction. 
Myriads periſh through preſumption, and to relate 
its dreadtul conſequences, would be repeating lads 
of evils; | 
3. Many loſe their Souls by /elling and pacuning 
them. It is ſaid that Pope Alexander fold his ſoul. 
to the Devil, for the Popedom and the Triple Crown : 
And alas! How many barter their ſouls to this ene- 
my, for riches, pleaſure, honour, and the like 
When a man ſeeks advantage by unlawful means to 
gain the world, or any profits or pleaſures by Lying, 
Cheating, Forſwearing, Sabbath-breaking,. or any 
unjuſt ways; What is this, but to pawn and ſell his 
ſoul for unjuſt, unrighteous Gain ?—Tr is ſaid of 
ab, that ** he /o/d himſelf to do Wickedneſs:“ 
And how many are ſo reſolute to gain their Ends, 
L 3. and' 


—— 
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and gratify their Luſts, that they forfeit their ſouls 
rather than be diſappointed. Notwithſtanding, if 
you was to offer a few pence to them, for that which 
15 worth! thouſands, how would their hearts riſe againſt 
you! but why does not thy heart riſe in diſdain 
againſt Satan or the World, when they offer a Toy 
for thy invaluable Soul ? 

4. Many loſe their Souls eternally by vain and 
wicked Company, Numbers of Malefactors have 
frankly and openly confeſſed that this evil, and 
Sabbath-breaking, have been the beginning of their 
ruin, By keeping bad company and following evil 
examples, fins till then unthought of and unknown 
have eim to be committed, —Let a wicked compa» 
nion but lift up his finger, and the Sabbath ſhall be 
profaned—the Word of God made a mock of, and 
all Religion ſcoffed at !>mA wicked companion is a 


 Harpy that pieks up all the good ſeed, —a Beaft that 


breaks down the fence of Gop's commands.— Wick- 
ed companions are the Devil's Factors: They are 
pleaſing Aſurderers, that will tickle thee to death; 
and like Solo non's Fool, Thou dyeit Taughing Y 
There are no ſuch ſpecious Engines of deſtruction 


as /rien ' S d cers; who damn their companions in 


in Kindne's !-—As a man finking into deep waters, 
eatcheth hold of him that is next him.; ſo men diy- 


ing into the bottom of iniquity, pull down their 


companions to the ſame Miſery with themſelves.— 
Say thou, with 7% tf, when thou art tempted to any 
fin, ** Thou ſhalt not do this great wickedneſs and fin 
% againſt God? '—He knew that all the Honours in 
the World could not wath away one ſin.— Be moro 
W avith am thou cateſt and drinkeſt, 
than 


Je 
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than what thou doſt eat and drink. —Flee the oc 
fions of bad Company, —You refrain from the Per- 
fons, and from the Houſes infected with the Plague, 
leſt you die; why then will you love the plague 
that will deſtroy your ſouls for ever? 

5. Many loſe their ſouls through Ra/hne/s and 
Taconſiderateneſs, and doing Things which their own 
Conſciences tell them are rung. Many venture upon 
God's patience in the way of Diſobedience : How 
often do young people neglect Religion under a pre- 
rence that they ſhall live many years? whereas the 
next Tear, or the next Mor they may be hurried to 
judgment ! 

6. Many loſe their ſouls by caſom in finning ;; 
ſo that by degrees the ſoul is ſo ſettled and conſirm- 
ed in the downward Road, that the ſtrongeſt powers 
of Rhetorick, and the moſt perſuaſive arguments will 
not avail, They treat the moſt important concern 
as a Fable, Lot's warning to his ſons in law, was as: 
if one mocked ; when he admoniſhed them, they 
believed not ;,—when he told them that the wicked 
city ſhould be burnt with Fire from Heaven, they 
were ready to moek, perhaps ready to argue thus 
& Why ſhould to-morrow differ from other days? 
% Who. ever ſaw a ſhower of Fire ?—no Almanack 
* foretells ſuch-weather.” Thus carnal men count 
Preaching, Fooliſhnefs; Devotion, Idleneſs; and 
Prophets, Mad-men ! 

7. Multitudes loſe their ſouls through. Unbdief 
Unbehef is the damning fin of the world; 'tis the 
ſtrongeſt hold of the Devil :—I: is a fin that hardens 
the heart againſt Threatnings and Promiſes, —Ag. 
Faith in Chriſt gives a bletied Activity to all the 
graces 
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Graces and Actions of a true Chriſtian ; ſo wnbelirf 
zs a kind of a leading fin that gives Life and Vigour 
to all other fins. It is ſaid of Feroboam the ſon of 
Nebat, that be made Iſrael to fin *: So Unbelief is pro- 
ductive of other fins. An evil heart of unbclief, ever 
Acparii from the living God. The Devil ſets up this 
fin of Unbelief as Blind between God's threat- 
nings and the Sinner. The Word does not profit, 
except it be mixt with Faith ;—the ſtrength of the 
.whole body of fin lies in this Lock of Unbelief; 
and carries all arguments away from the conſcience, 
as eafily as Sampſon did the Gates of Gaza, It is 
this ſin that the ſinner under convictions, is laſt con- 
vinced of; and it is too ſeldom lamented, by ſome 
fucere Believers, It is a ſin by which Satan puts the 
greateſt ſcorn upon God, and un folds all his canker'd 
Malice at once. There are two fins that claim a 
pre-eminence in Hell, Hypocriſy and Unbelief; and 
therefore other ſinners are threatned to have their 


portion with Hpocrites and Unbelievers$ ; as if the- 


in fernal manſions were principally taken up by 7he/c, 
and all others but inferior priſoners.— Do you think 
the CriMINALs preſent, would have come to this 
ſhameful end, if they had believed what God ſays 
in his word ? no, they would rather have contended 
with the Martyr tor the Sate. Would the Blaſphe- 


mer ſwear,. if he believed what God ſays againſt 


this atrocious evil? Surely no: for Unbelief, my 
Brethren, is at the root of all. the ſins that are 
committed in the world. 


APPLI. 


1 Kings xiv. 16. 
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APPLICATION. 


Is the Soul ſo excecding precious ?—and, Is it to 
live for ever ?*— Wilt thou not, O Man, be watchful. 
for the preſervation of thine own ?—Shall every caſu- 
al incident awaken thy concern; every tranſitory toy 
command thy regard ?—and ſhall the welfare of thy 
Sour, a work of eternal conſequence, ſue in vain for 
thy ſerious care ?—Thy SovL—Thy Sovt is thine 
ALL!—It this be ſecured, thou art eternally rich, and 
wilt be unſpeakably happy.— If 5% be loſt, a whole 
world acquired will leave thee in eternal poverty, 
and all its delights enjoyed will abandon thee to 
Miſery.— And can any of you, my dear hearers, be 
unconcerned whether Gop's omnipotent hand is for 
you, or againſt you Imagination itſelf ſhudders 
at the thought Can any of you reſt ſatisfied with - 
out a well-grounded hope that you are reconciled to 
Gop ls there a wretch in this aſſembly fo aban- 
doned, ſo blinded by fin, as to be utterly loſt to all 
ſenſe of his duty and real Intereſt ? If ſuch there 
be, I bewail thy miſery, and abhor thy impiety ;— 
What will it profit thee, conld'ft thou gain the whole 
world, if thy Sour. be 12% for ever Did the Lord 
of glory come down from heaven to die for thee, 
and wilt thou reject his free ſalvation when it is 
offered to thee ? Wilt thou thus make God thine 
Enemy? O the deſperate madneſs of the ungodly ! 
Are you able 10 contend with your Maker, and enter 
the liſt againſt incenſed Omnipotence ? Beſotted 
Creatures ! can you bear the fiercencſs of uj, Wrath, 
or ſuſtain the vengeance of is uplifted arm ?—Ax 
nis preſence, the Hills melt like Wax—and before 

HIN 
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mM, the pillars of heaven tremble How then can 
a withered Leaf endure nis indignation ? Who can 
ſcreen a guilty worm, when the great and terrible Gor 
ſhall whet bis glittering ſword, and his hand take hold of 
Vengeance? Can the munition of Rocks—or interpoſing 
Worlds divert the blow? Confider this, O 81NnNERs 
before it be too late: Conſider this and proſtrate 
yourſelves before him! O confider this, all ye that for- 
get God, and flee from the wrath to come 
2. Is the Soul ſo very precious ? then it has need 
of a good Keeper. You truſt Laryyers with your In- 
heritance ; the Phyfßeian with your Bodies; the Bank 
to keep your Money, and Shepherds to keep your Flocks; 
but thy SouL has need of a far better Keeper. How- 
ever it goes with thy Liberty, with thy Lands, or 
with thy Life; be ſure to look well to thy Soul; — 
That loſt, AL L is loſt. The Body is not ſafe, where 
the Soxt'is at hazard. The Soul was not made for 
the Body, but the Body for the Soul. He that 
looks ever ſo well to his Body, but neglects his Soul, 
ſhall loſe both, If you would have your ſouls kept 0 


. fafe, commit them to J=sus CHRIS, the great and Chis 
good Shepherd of Souls. The Apoſtle gives this di- of 
rection to every one: Let him commit the keeping of "Wy 
bis Soul ts GOD :”* He is the beſt Keeper. Adam * 
bad his Salvation in his own hands ; but he foon . bei 
loſt it: Eſas had the Birth-right ; but he fold it for _— 
a trifle : The Prodigal had his Patrimony in his own "ue. 

hands; but he ſoon ſpent it all.—If our Souls were He 
left in our own hands, we are not able to keep them. 7 
: 


Multitudes / their Souls !-—-4dam fold bis for 
an apple ;—and Eſax his, tor—a meſs of pottage /— 
How many fell their Souls for the love of the World, 
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or the love of Harlots! --O rather commit Your 
Souls to CnRIsT, by believing in Him |—St, Pant 


proclaims with joy, / know in cum I have believed, 


and that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
to his hand. — That lite is ſafe which is“ hid qvith 
Cunts r in Gop*,” This was David's confidence, 
4% Thou art my hiding-place : Thou ſhalt keep met. 
O ye dying Priſoners ! Commit your Souls into His 


Hands that is Almighty to ſave you! There is 
no comfort but in truſting and committing the Soul 


to Him. This was David's ſupport : Lord into 
thy hands I commit my Spirit ! Stephen, when dying 
ſaid, ** Lord Feſus receive my Spirit! It is but 
right we ſhould reſtore to him what we have received. 
It is not Preſumption but Faith, to truſt God with 
our Spirits. The Soul of the King and the Soul 
of the Beggar is alike to Him; for God receives the 


Souls of all that die in Faith. From giving up the 


Ghoſt, the ghet is not exempted ; and from giving 
it into the hands of Chriſt, the pooreft is not excluded. 


3. Is the Soul ſo exceeding precious then Let 
this conſideration ſtir up the zeal and compaſhon 
of all Goſpel Miniſters of every denomination, 
towards thoſe ignorant attendants in their reſpective 
congregations, who in ſpiritual things know not 


their right hand from their left. Ignorance and 


contempt” of eternal things are the great deſtroyers of 
the country |! O ye Miniſters, and Teachers of 
the Word, Magnify your Office, —by praying vn 


may go forth in the fulneſs of the bl:fing of the Goſpel !— 


Be ambitious of nothing more than to be as bxrning 
and 


* Col. ii. 3. 3 Pf. xxxi, 5. f Adds vii. 59. 
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22 ſhining Ligbir:—and this under the bleſſing of 
Go, will put a ſtop to theſe ſhameful- executions 
of men and women by the Sword of Juſtice.—0 
what amazing Numbers become public victims, and 
die martyrs to Sin, in Great-Britain, every year !— 
what multitudes are ſwept away by the plagre of 
fpiritual darkneſs !—O ** Cry aloud, and ſpare not !— 
«© Be inftant, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, leſt the Blood 
«© of the people ſhowld be required at your hand. — 
Miniſters may be acceſſary to the ruin of Souls by 
their Ignorance. ** Becauſe thon haſt rejected knows 
tedge, faith Gop, 7 will alſo rejeft thee, that thou Malt 
ze no prieft for me*, One great work of a Miniſter 


is to teach others; his lips ſhould preſerve knowledge ; m 
he ſhould be as converſant in the things of Gov, as p 
other men are about their Trades. Miniſters are tc 
called Liglis:— But if their light be darkneſs ; how P 
great is the darkreſs of that people like to be A 
The End of the Miniſtry is 7 bring men to righteou/- th 
-neſsh.. Miniſters are alſo called ** Stars :?? They are ot 
to guide people to Jesvs CuRIsT. Like the Fir: ge 
of the Sanctuary that never went out; ſo ſhould 2 
M.iniſters be: or like hin ̃ Lamps, enlightening an 
and edifying the people by their doctrines, example, Te 
and holy converſation. *©* Wo to the idle ſhepherds}, it! 
who have mouths but ſpeak not; lips, but fred not the as 
, people with true knowledge Wo be to thoſe cloud, to 
that are without water, and to thoſe wandering ſtars ſta 


who bring deluſion and confuſion, inſtead of Truth 
0 Sirs, Is it not a ſad way of getting a living, 
by plundering and killing of Men ?—burt infinitely 
worſe is it * men to get their temporal livelihood 
by 

* Hoſ. ns 8 Dan, xli. Jo 1 Zech. Il 
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by ruining souls —He is a cruel man to the poor 
paſſengers, who undertakes to be a Pilot, when he 
never ſo much as learnt his compaſs. That ſervant 
all have but a ſad welcome of his Maſter, who. co- 
ming home, Kinds him abroad waſting his goods in 
riot and drunkenneſs, and the family ſtarving for 


want of proviſion.— One of the Fathers ſays, that he 
| chovght he heard theſe words always founding in his 


ears, Preach as thoſe that muſt give an account. 
God will.require an account of our flewardſhip by and 
by. —Preach tial truths clearly, How many 


ſpend their time in preaching quaint things, or the 


empty pecuharities of a ſect or party, that are no 
more fit to teach ſouls than huſks were to feed the 
prodigal ?—Inſtead of being Fiſbers to bring people 
to-God, they fiſhfor their own applauſe, or Party, 
Preach by a godly example: Indeed if thou haſt an 
Angels tongue, and a Devil's heart, thou art worſe | 
than a poſt in the Croſs-way, that rots itſelf to direct 


others; or a Torch that having pleaſured others, 


goes out of itſelf in ſmoke and ſtench. To ſpeak 
evell, and do il, is to build Heaven with the voice, 
and Hell with thy converſation}. 

4. Is the Soul fo exceeding precious and the loſs of 
it inexpreſſible? O then look upon ſins of all ſorts 
as your Bane ! Make not the moſt diſtant approaches 
to vice: Avoid the very appearance of evil, and 
ſtand at a diſtance from the occaſions of ſin. JF 
ſinners entice you, Conſent not.” If forbidden plea- 
ſures tempt, if opportunity beckons, with the gain 
of Theft or Injuſtice in her hand, turn away from 
the gilded ſnare !—FLy, ru with hafte! Fire 
without delay from the vile company, and from the 

K bewitching 


{© Corlum edificat lingua, infernum vita, Said one of the Anticnts, 


| 
| 
| 
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bewitching ruin! — Remember that cery fin thou 
committeſt will only make Hell the hotter for thee. 
Would it not ſhock you if theſe poor convicts were 
laid under a neceflity of gathering Sticks and Billets 
to make a fire to conſume themſelves ?—O finner 
every fin thou committeſt is a Billet which thou 
bringeſt to burn thyſelf in Hell, if thou repenteſt 
not! , 


5. Is the foul ſo precious ? Believe you theſe 


Truths? Are your ſouls your chief care? Do you 


ſet a higher price upon your Soul than any thing in 
the world ? Do you keep a ſtrict watch over it ? Do 
you examine the grounds of your Hope? Do you 
watch againſt the Lufts that war againſt your Soul? 


Do you lament the di/orders of your ſoul? Do you 


make uſe of the means which God hath appointed 
to feed your ſoul ?—He has appointed hearing the 
Word, Prayer and the Sacraments, to be the means 
of nouriſhing the Soul, 1s it not the height of Folly 
and Madneſs, to deſpiſe and neglect the Soul? O 
ſinner ; Sin can make THEE mi/erable but it can never 
make thy Soul mortal. Better it would be that you 
had never been born, than by a Lite of fin and re- 
bellion to forfeit eternal happineſs !—My dear hear- 
ers, come to Jesus CurIsT : You that have deſpi- 
ſed your own ſouls hitherto, come away to IEs us 
who is willing to receive the chief of ſinners, —The 
door of FxEE-cRAcE and Mency is wide open: 
O that this awful ſolemnity may be the happy 
means of bringing hundreds and thouſands to 77% 
Chrift ! But I ſee the time limited for my 


ſpeaking is juſt expiring : I thank you for the ſeri- 


- Gus attention you have given to the word; but that 
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is not ſufficient: Carry the Text home with you; 
preach it to your own conſciences, and reſt not ſatiſ- 


fied till you have reaſon to believe that your Souls 
are converted to God. 


J am perſuaded we ſhall never meet, all of us 
together again in this world, —But we muſt meet 
again in that awful day, avher the Fudgement will ſit, 
and the books ſhall be ofened, and every one in this 
crowd muſt appear either at the right or left hand of 
the Jo DGE of quick and dead, 


Farewell ye Zoung prople/—O remember your Cre- 
ator Now, Now in the days of your youth ; and fo 


ju ; take warning from the fatal Cataſtrophe of theſe two 
d young perſons, as to flee from Jad Company, which 
he gradually led them to acts of Inju/tice and Violence. 
ns Farewell ye Parents: ſet a good example be- 
ly | fore your Children and Families. Bring them up in 
O KF the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 

cr Farewell ye Godly, of whatever denomination! Many 
ou of you have offered fervent prayers for theſe crimi- 
re- nals, the Lord grant an anſwer to your petitions ! 


Farewell ye Inpenitent and Careleſs Sinncri—No : 
Give me back that word! alas! Toa cannot fare well 
either in this world or the next, if you continue 
enemies to God.—Indeed, indeed you cannot fare 
well in an unconverted ſtate : Whoever ſpeaks peace 
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py : to you in your fins, flatters you to your Ruin! 
eſis 3 your own conſcience witnefles againſt you, that you 
my cannot fare well; for this is the Declaration of 
eri- Heaven, There is zo pcace to the æuicted, ſaith my God. 
hat It is my laſt requeſt to you, that you would ov turn 


to the Lord without delay ! 
K. 2 Laff . 0 


({ wo.) _ Sum 3 
' Eafily, Farewell. ye 4/ing convicts | Your laſt Mo- 
ment is near indeed! I cannot expreſs the anguiſh 
of Heart, andſorrow which I feet on your account: 
I truſt your prayers are ſincere; loo to Ixs vs alone. 
Farewell! God grant you may farewell to all Zier- 
wity: The Lord grant that you may find favou in 
bis * for Jefus' ſake! Amen. Amen. 


I. 
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SERMON IV. 


On the Miſery of being at Enmity 
with God : and The Happineſs and 
Means of Reſtoration to his Favour. 


Marr. v. 25, 26. 


Agree wich thine Adverſary quickly, 
whit thou art in the way with him; 
left at any time the Adverſary Aer 


thee to the Fudge, and the Fudge deli- 


ver thee to the Ghee, and thou be caſt 


into priſon. 


V. erily Lſay unto thee, thou fhalt by 


no means come out thence till thou haſt 


paid the uttermoſt. farthing. 


HERE is ſomething very ſolemn in the: 


appearance of a Court of Judicature, - when 


men are tried. for their lives. The very fight of. 
the Judges entering the Hall of Judgment, has 
ſomèthing peculiarly ſtriking to a ſerious mind. 
What Pomp attends them !—To ſee the Officers 
1 in 


This Sermon was preached at Igſioich, in Auguſt, 1769. 


hen . Fleet attended under Sentence of Death. 
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Th their rich Hverienas Pre hear the ſound ob the 
Trumpet, loud and folemn. What Gravity and 
Solemnity appears in the flowneſs of the pace with 
which the proceſſion moves on, While the gazing: 
multitude fix their eyes continually upon the Judge 
himſelf ;——When he takes his feat, how awful to 
ſet a fellow creature indicted for ſome hemous 
miſdemeanor or capital crĩme Hand the attention of 
all now fixed upon the criminal To obſerve the ſe- 


ſtance in the leaſt degree material; his exactneſs in 
Fcrutinizing, his Impartiality in weighing and com- 

; paring all circumſtances ;—his Juſtice in repreſen- 
ting them to the Jury the eloguence of the Advo- 

eates the diſmal clanking of the Priſoners* chains 

—the alternate viciffitudes of Fear and Hope as the 

_ eaſe of the arraigned ſeems to. vary, are very affec- 

ting !—=O what agony have I beheld impreſfed upon 

a Priſoner's countenance, when a credible Witneſs 


perſon and the reality of the fact, but to ſeveral 
heinous aggravations in the committing it — The 
niceſt pencil could not delineate the eagerneſs and 
conſternation apparent in his look; — How ptenti- 


tears purſued each other! often looking as if he 
wiſhed to ſpeak, but his words were too big for ut- 
terance ; what forced its way was impetuous, confu- 
ſed, unconnected, and little to the purpoſe, In a 
word: The joy of the acquitted—the dreadful diſ- 
treſs of the convicted and condemned, cannot but 
adminiſter matter of ſerious admonition and inſtrue- 
tion. But what are all the procedures of the moſt 

85 | | ſolemy 


date; patient attention of the Judge to every circum- 


has been depoſing not only to the identity of his 


fully did the ſweat burſt out! how faſt the trickling 
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ſolemn eourts of judicature om earth, when compared 
with that awful Procefs which will ſoon take place 
before the JUBboE of quick and dead, Who ſhall jadee 
the World in tighteoufnefs ) E're long, we ſhall ſee 
the KINO oF GLORY come, —clad in un-treated Ex- 
cellence, and magnificently attended with all the 
irmies of Heaven Angeli and Archangel fland be- 
fore him, ant ten thoiſant times ten thouſand of thoſe 
eecleſtlal Spirits minifcr unto Bin !—What is the 
* feeble ſound of the moſt ſhrill Trumpet, when com- 
| pared with the Short of the Arch-angel and the Trump 
of GOD*,—which will refound from Pole to Pole, 
penetrating the receſſes of the Tomb, and pour its 
amazing thunder into the deepeſt graves, fo. that the 
very Dead ſhall hear, and the Nations under ground 


—_— ” 


ſhall ſtart into day !-—Ere long we ſhall ſee the au- 
. guſt white Throne erected*, and the KINGS of Glory; 
* the Jobek of ALL, take his ſeat on the dreadful. 
1 Tribunal: while Wifdom, Juſtice and Holineſs, 
2 brighter than ten thouſand ſuns, beam in his coun-- 
1 tenance. On that tremendous day, every one muſt- 
ec J take his deciſive tial at that righteous Bar. Every 
d action muſt come under examination: For each 7dle 
* word we muſt render an account. Not fo much 
ig g2s a fecret thought ſhall eſcape the ſcrutiny. The 
1e = Criminals, the Impenitent Criminals can neither con- 
t- ceal their guilt, nor elude the ſentence. They ſhall 
1- have to do with a Sagacity too keen to be deceived, 
a doo ſttong to be refiſted ; and with a Severity of moſt 
fe & juſt diſpleaſure, that will never relent, never be 
ut intreated more, —Then what /hame will fluſh the 
c- guilty cheeks of the ungodly ! what anguiſh wound 


their 
* REV, xx. 11. 


— w 


expoſed before the innumerable crowd of Witneſſes ! 


of the Text; by tyrning away from fin : -by flying 


- aſſembled world. 
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their polluted breaſts How agonizing will it be 
to have all their i practices and infamous temper. 


O what ghaſtly deſpair will lowr on the pale counte- 
nances of the throng on the /eft hand /—what rack- 
ing agonies rend their diſtracted hearts !— 
Methinks by the deep attention fixed in your 
countenances, you are ready toaſk,—+* How ſhall 
we; eſcape the tremendous judgments Which in 
befall a guilty world in that day?“ 

1 anſwer, —By complying with. the requirements 


inſtantly to the Blood. of Jeſus, that all your fins may 
be. blotted out, and that you may be found wnblanc- 
able and unreproveable in the preſence of the: vole 
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The words of the text are a part of the glorious 85 
Sermon which our Lord preached to a large multi- 
tude when a Mountain was his pulpit, and his canopy 
the Arch of Heaven. There he explained the 
Purity and Spirituality of the Law, in oppoſition to 
the corrupt gloſſes of the Scribes and Phariſees. —1u : 
the verſes preceding the text, he ſhews the excced-M 
ing ſinfulnefs of raſh, revengeful and careleſs Au 
and Evil-/peaking,. and that theſe things were a ſpc- 
cies of Murder: He declares that all Offerings aud 
Acts of devotion can be of no avail whilſt men a 
under the Government of ſinful, angry, turbuf 
lent Paſſions ;. and ſhews the neceſſity of a forgiri 
ing, reconciling Lemper. He alſo ſhews the «y/ 
fity of our humbling. ourſelves and aſting pardon o 
thoſe whom we have æuronged or offended, and the 


t 


be Scan. 4. G10 
ber. to come and offer our gift; — and immediately by's 
es ! ſudden, but: beautiful tranſition; he proceeds to 
ate- ſhew, that if it is our incumbent duty to be recon- 
ck - ciled to a Brother whom we have offended, much 

= more'is it our iam, intereft and daty to ſeek gare 
rour and reconciliation with God, whom we have made 
Mall 5 our Enemy by our Sins: And that we ſhould do 
ein this guickly,, without delay, while we are in tbe ar 
F = of mercy, and before it be zoo late; leſt we- ſhould be 
nents [| cutoff by Death and forced to appear at the; tremen- 
lying doxs Bar of the great judge, and be caſt for ever into 
may Hell.“ Agree with ae quichips _ 
Mane 4 ars in i way-with h 
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whole 
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Inexplaiging theſe words I ſhall bew, f 7275 8 
os Who is meant by the Adverſary here ſpoken 65 


multi- II. What is implied in this Command and Ex- 
canopy hortation. r thine * 

ed the? 
. ee UI. In what manner, and at what. time we are 
es, ll to agree with him, 
2 5 "TY: Who is meant bye tho Frege, 
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V. Palkonetice of the Officer here ſpoken of, 101 
the conſequence of being delivered to Him. 


710ngs aud 
men a 


„ turbu To each of theſe I ſhall ſpeak, and O that the 


good Spirit of God would make the word effeTual tor 


fora" 
3 good to all, eſpecially to the priſoner under ſentence 
gerd of death!— And, | 
and the r. We are to dia who! is the Adver/ary here 


: 


ſpoken of 
Now 
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r Now this Adverſary is no other than the Great and 
Eternal GOD ; who himſelf is full of t Good- 
eſs, *Clemency and Mercy, as well as Jaſfice, Holineſs 
and Faithfulneſs.—But how comes it to paſs that the 
boly'Gop became an Adver/ary ? IT anſwer, We have 
made him ſo by our i and rebellion againſt him. — 

Every one by nature is an Enemy to God: And we 
read He is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity,” and 
. that'=vithout boline/5 it is impoſſible for any one 10 /ce 
- God with.comfort.—The Scripture plainly declares 
to us that God is angry with the wicked every day. 
« The ien Goa declares, that the thoughts of 
% man's heart are evil, and that continually.” That 
«© We are altogether become abominable, and that there 
« 7; none righteots, no ot one.” "Conſequently with- 
. ont reconciliation, and agreement with God, we can 
never enjoy true Peace or Happineſs. For where this 
agreement is not eſtabliſhed, he has a Controverſy 
with ut, and is our Law-Adverſaryy : ſo the original 
word fignifics,—We brought this Eumity againſt 
God along with us into the world, forw we are born in 
fin, our whole natures are corrupted. f 

And not only the Seripture declares this to be the 
caſe but if we examine ourſelves, we ſhall find it ſo, 
Some indeed may have ſome ſpecious qualities bind 
human endowments that are amiable and uſe ul in 
the fight of their fellow-creatures ; but in the fight 
of INFINITE Purity, we are Nothing, and cuorſe 
than Nothing. The firſt Pair were created perfect; 
but the divine Tmage was ſoon defaced by the Fall, 
and all are become corrupt. Spiritual death, as well 
as natural, is entailed upon all the human Race, 

we 


* Pſalm vii. 1 I, 17 Gen. V. 6. 8 Arr. 
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We have no defire after Holineſs, till the Spirit of God 
quickens us. We are all children of wrath even as 
«© others*,” To what other principle can we poſſi- 
bly aſcribe that coldneſs, and inattention to ſpiritual 


and eternal Concetns viſible in mankind, but to 


this? How can we account for that averſion to God 
and Goodneſs, ſo apparent in mankind, but to 
this ?—The Diſeaſes which our Lord cured in the 
days of the fleſh were but emblems of our Spiritual 
Diſeaſes. . In the Man that was born Slind, we have 
a true emblem of the Blindneſs of our minds. The 
Leper that was full of ſpots and blemiſhes was an ex- 
act picture of the Leproſy 'of fin, with which our 


Souls are infected. 


Now, againſt all fin, God is an avowed Enemy : 
It cannot conſiſt with the Purity of His nature to 
have any communion with perſons in an unconvert- 
ed ſtate; but every one is in this ſtate by nature; 
therefore to every one, out of Chriſt, GOD 104 
conſuming fire 

We have alſo made Gop our Enemy by our ea 
rebellion. e have been ungrateful unto the belt 


and kindeſt Benefaftor! We have provoked him 


every day ; We have committed iniquity with gree- 
dineſs ; we have ran upon the thick Boſſes of his 
e ; we have ſet his law at defiance. If a man 
chat pilfers, robs and ſteals is odious to Society; what 
muſt we be to God, whom we have robbed? And 
who therefore declares, ** 7 will be an Adverſaty to 
© my Adverſaricst.” Have we not deſpiſed his Goſ- 
pel, by rejecting its kind offers? How is the holy name 
of God profaned? What dreadful acts of Impiety, 

| Intemper an ce, 


* Kpbet. 5 ii. 3. + Mal. ill, 8. 
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 Tntemperance, Leaſciviouſueſ, and Injuſtice, are daily 
committed in every Teumand Village! and although 
ſome are reſtrained from actually committing ſuch 
outrages, yet what pious: Mr. Bradford ſaid of him- 


ſelf is true of every one; vix. The Yeeds of all evil 


are in my heart“. Jt is only preventing Grace, 
that ſtops the Execution. — Some think that God is 
not heir Ad verſary, becauſe they perform ſome few 
oral Duties; but moral Duties unleſs they proceed 
ſrom love to God, and faith in our Lord IESsus 
Cun lar, are not acceptable$. Men may ſkin over 
the waunds which ſin has made on their ſouls ; but 
tis His blood alone that cleanſeth from all fin.” Let 

me aſk You that expect to be ſaved for your good 

Deeds, —Have you rendered an entire obedience to 
God's whole. Law hich requires an eæact and full 
confurmity to every part? A perfect God will have a 
perfeft fer wire. — This all muſt allow: The thing 
ſpeaks for itſelf:—If any one has done -this, then 
God is not that perſon's adwer/azy.: And ſuch have 

no need of a Redeemer, But if en have deviated 

ever ſo little, from the path of God's command- 
ments, -though-it be but in thought, it will not 
- avail;—for, thus ſaith the Scripture, Cur/ed is 
<6 every: aue that coutinueth not ix all the things written 
„ix the lago to do ibem ]. Lou ſee then, that the 

great and holy Gop is become our adverſary.— Be- 
cauſe e at enmity with God! I would 

| therefore 


* "The renowned Bradford the Martyr,---Who when he ſaw a 

Criminal carried to be executed, uſed to ſay, © there goes MY 
WICKED SELF, 

' '$ $t:-Ayftin calls thoſe, Duties which proceed not from Faith 

* ſplendide peccata,“ i, e. * vice, | 
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therefore aſk every ſoul in this congregation, and 
may God help you all in general, and the priſoners in 
particular, to anſwer aright !--Are oz in a ſlate of 
nature, or not? Have you felt the <veight of fn, and 
are you ſincerely deſirous to be free from the guilt of 
it by the merits of Chriſt ?—If ſo, the /pirit of God 
is at work upon your heart; — the Lord is bringing 
you out of your natural darkneſs into his marwelous 
light, —But if you never yet ſaw the evil of %, as 
againſt a ure and holy God; if you have not ſeen 
your heart-fins, — Indeed you never yet mourned 
after a godly ſort. But on the contrary, the man that 
is unconvinced of this, is indifferent about the matter; 
he is indifferent about ſalvation; he is unconcerned 
about his ſoul, —A criminal may be ſorry for his 
offences, becauſe of the ſhame and outward ſufferings 
that they bring upon him ; and not becauſe of his 
fin, as it is committed againſt a good and gracious God, 
Others may perhaps perform ſome outward acts of 
Religion, (which are good in their place) and may 
be able to diſcourſe much about it, yet the Heart, 
may all this while be unrenewed.—O mar / if this 
is thy caſe, thou art no better than a painted Sepulchre ! 
A ſpeculative 'aſert unto this or that doctrine, to 
this or that Creed will avail thee nothing, without a 
rene sued heart, Hear this, O thoughtleſs finner, 
and tremble! Whoever thou art, the eternal God is 
thine adver/ary | Thou haſt by thy fins made him thy 
enemy, and who can deliver thee from his powertul 
hand ? No.wealth can bribe, no ſubtilty can deceive, 
no ſtrength can overcome Him !—Remember, that 
whilſt thou art at enmity with Go, all nature is at 
enmity with hee: Thou art under all the curſes of 
1 the 
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the Law; and unleſs thou art reconciled to God in 
this Life, the foreſt vengeance will overtake thee, 
even the vengeance of incenſed and inflexible Fuftice ! 
The bloody axe, and torturing wheel, are eaſe and 
tranquility, when compared with that 7rdrgnation 
and wrath that hangs over thy guilty head! If this 
is thy caſe, how dreadful is thy ſituation ! Good 
God! How can you be eaſy? How can you exjoy a 
moment's repo/e, while God is your Enemy! How can 
you venture to cloſe your eyes in cep, when you can- 
not tell but you muſt open them in hell-Aames — And 
can you be happy in ſuch a caſe? If, whilſt I am 
ſpeaking, a Meſſenger was to come in, and with ter- 
ror tell any of you that are parents, that a child of 
your's is fallen into the fire, and was dying, could any 
of your friends perſuade you to be eaſy, and give 
yourſelves no concern about the matter? - Thy ſoul 


O finner, is at ſtake! *Tis in danger of falling into 


the flames of hell! and canſt zboy be eaſy ?—Be not 
offended becauſe I tell you the truth : Who would 
not give warning, if he ſaw an enemy's approach? 
If he ſhould refuſe to warn, the /evere/t puni bment 
would be his due: and this a miniſter deſerves, if he 
does not alarm you of your danger. And what time 
ſo ſeaſonable as the preſent, whilſt the lam p of life 
is burning, and the day of grace continues? O turn 


ve, turn ye, why will ye die? Let me ſound in your 


ears the Anges admonition, and may the Lord of 
Angels, may the Friend of finners convey it to your 
hearts! Eſcape for your lives, le/i you be conſumed !* 


—leſt the Judgements of God, and the wwrath of God 


(more to be feared than Torrents of Flames!) ſur- 
round you ſaddenly, ſeize you una voidably, and over- 
whelm you in Ruin temporal and eternal! — But, 
Let us enquire | IL 
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IT. What is implied in this Command and Exhor- 


|} > oy 


_ tation,—** Apree with thine adverſary?” 


1. This plainly implies a diſagreement and diſaf- 
fefion to God, —Aſk many people whether they are 
diſaffected to God? They will anſwer, „No.“ Aſk 
them, Do you love him?“ They will anſwer, 
« YES.“ And they will aver, that Gop and TautY 
have been always Friends, 

Permit me to, bring this matter home to your 
thoughts this day: You ſay that God and you have 
been always good Friends, as you term it,—Pray 
have not /erious thoughts of God often been unwel- 
come to you? And is not this a plain proof of diſ- 
agreement ? Is that a proof of Love and Friendſhip, 
when you are aver/e to a perſon, and turn out of 
your way to hun Him? 

Have you never indulged the Fool's wiſh, ** That 
there was no God ?” Did this Blaſphemy never ſhed 
its malignant poiſon in your Heart ?—lf there was 
zo God, then you would ſin without controul and 
without Dread of Puniſhment : and how ſweet were 


this !—Is not this a proof of extreme averſion and 


diſagreement, to wiſh /ecretly that the great Parent 


all Good had no being ?—Can the rankeſt enmity 


riſe higher ?—— Again, 


Did you never ſecretly deſpiſe his Image? J mean, 
did you never diſapprove and deſpiſe the purity of 
his law, and ſecretly wiſh it was not ſo ſtrict? Did 
you never murmur and cavil at the reſtraints of his 
Law, and wiſh you might live as you liſted, with- 
out Fear of an Hereafter ? Did you never deſpiſe, or 
publickly mock and ridicule godly People for their 
L 2 boly 
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boly walk, and conſcientious obſervance of the com- 
mands of God? Did you not account the religion 
of JIxsvs as a poor, melancholy thing? Does not 
this prove Averſion and Difagreement ? Are you, not 
conſcious, that you love other Per/ons and Things 
more than Gop? that you love your Pleaſures, Ho- 
nours and Riches more than the EVER BLESSED CoD? 
Do not you find a thouſand Things in the world en- 
groſs more of your Thoughts, your Cares, Defires, 


Joys, Sorrows, Hopes, and Fears, than God, or 
any of His concerns ? | 


2. All Sin is contrary to God: There is nothing 
upon Earth, or in Hell, ſo repugnant to his Nature, 
or ſo much the object of his implacable Indigna- 
tion. It is his hatred to fin, that has turned his 
heart againſt any of his Creatures: and is the cauſe 
of all the Vengeance that he has inflicted upon the 
guilty Inhabitants of this World, or the Spirits of 
Hell. Nou is it poflible for you to love, at the ſame 
time, two things that are ſo oppoſite and fo eter- 
nally irreconcileable to each other ? —As much love 
as you have to any unlawful pleaſure, ſo much aver- 
Hon and enmity have you to a noLy Gop. Hence 
the Apoſtle ſays, Ton wwere enemies in your minds by 

„ wicked worksF :;—intimating, that the Love and 
Practice of our wicked works, is a plain evidence of 
inward Variance, and enmity of mind towards God. 
This then 1s an eſtabliſhed Truth, that ſo far as you 
love any fin, ſo far you are averſe to God; and if 
you take a view of your 'Temper and Practice whilſt 
you are in love with any fin, you muſt be unavoida- 
bly convicted of the dreadful Crime of being at 
Variance with God. | 


+ Col. 1, 21, J. That 


SER. 4. ( 113 ) 

3. That unconverted Sinners are at variance with 
God will plainly appear, if you confider the general 
manner of People's ſerving Gop in the duties of Re- 
ligion. How do people in general pray, meditate, 
or hear, the word of God ? Do they perform theſe 
Duties as the willing ſervants of a Maſter whom they 
love ? —Do not you very often enter upon his ſervice 
with Reluctance or Liſtleſſneſs, and perform it with 
languor and indifference, as a bufineſs for which you 
have no heart ?—ls hs your manner of manifeſting 
Love ? Did any of you obſerve on yonder Race- 
ground a few weeks ago, What Fire, Vigour and 
Activity was then diſcovered on ſeeing a few Horſes 
run ?—Take notice of the worldly-minded man: 
with what Intenſeneſs of Heart does he purſue the 
mammon of unrighteouſneſs! View Gameſters and 
Card. players; Old and Young of them are continu- 


ally forming Parties for Gaming :—and they will 


gravely tell you, Gain is not our Aim; we play 
only to kill Tine.” Shocking Thought !—Pray 
why do you blame that fooliſh Zmperor, who amuſed 
himſelf in killing troubleſome Plies and Time toge- 
ther ?—Verily Card-players and Gameſters are not fo 
well employed. —How contemptible, how unwor- 
thy of rational Creatures, who ſtand every moment 
upon the brink of the Grave, are theſe amuſements ! 
Yet Love for be will give Life and Vigour to their 
Purſuers.—Love indeed is an active Principle, a 
vigorous ſpring of action; and if is was the Mo- 
ive of your rehgious Services, there would be abun- 
dantly more Spirit and Life in them: You would 
then indeed be ferwent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord *.“ 
I might multiply other evidences to prove the 
averſion of mens hearts to God; but I haſten to ob- 
ſerve, L 3 | II. That 
* Rom, xii. 11. 
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II. That this kind Command and affecting Exhor- 
tation in the Text, implies the Love, Patience and 
| Long-ſuffering of God. O Amazing Love! that 
God ſhould invite a rebellious world ** to be at Peace 
« with Him!” O the Patience, Condeſcenſion 
and Forbearance of our God !—** He qwaiteth to be gra- 
e c:ous* ſays the Prophet. He that hath Power ſut- 
ficient to ſtrike the ſinner to the loweſt Hell, Walks 


to be gracious !—The GREAT Gob, whom we have 


abuſed, intreats us to be reconciled !—All this He 
does, not that it may add any thing to his own 
Happineſs; but that he may communicate his 
Goodneſs to zs.—What is the Sun the better for the 
Earth? Tt is neither brighter nor warmer for it.— 
If God ſhould frike as often as we fr, Who would 
c/cape Men are long in building any thing; but 
quick in deſtroying... A city, which the ſucceſſion 
of many years improvement hath brought to her ut- 
moſt beauty, may ſoon be demoliſhed by the fire of an 
Enemy. Goy alone, is wich in making; How low 
in deftroying \—When he came to queſtion apoſtate 
Adam, it was ** in the cool of the day; not in the 
Heat of his Anger. —He that made the world in Six 
days, and could with equal eaſe have done it in fix 
hours, ſpared it above a thouſand Years before the 
Flood came. He allowed Nznevch the reſpite of forty 
Days; But who can number the Days, the Months 


and Years which [icentious Nineveh enjoyed before 


that time ?—He was longer in deſtroying the City of 
Jericho, than in creating the World. When filthy 
Sodom was to be deſtroyed, *tis ſaid “ the angels 


6 avalked,” —they did not run or fly, but wWATLKED 


- "towards Sodom; to ſhew forth the Patience and 

Long-ſuffering of God. Our fins have ſtroye with 

8 oo # 
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beſtowed upon you, only for the ſake of Chriſt, It 
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| bis goodneſs for victory: We have been fatted 
with his Bleſſings, and though we ſpurn at his pre- 
cepts, —yet, ſays He, ** Agree with me, whilft you 
„% are in the way. — This, one would think, is 


enough to draw Tears from the Eyes of the moſt 
hardened Sinner.— : 


1. Agree with thine adverſary quickly !”” that is 


the ſame as if he had ſaid, . Believe in the Lord and 


repent of your. ins. This is God's method of recon- 
ciling finners. It is as if our Lord had ſaid, Be 
« deeply ſenſible of your Guilt; the Wickedneſs, 
«© Baſeneſs, and inexpreſſible Malignity of your 
% Enmity and Rebellion againſt God! Return to 
* HIM your rightful Sovereign as convicted, felf-con- 
demned, penitent, broken-hearted Rebels, as 
“ confounded and aſhamed of your conduct; loatlt- 
ing yourſelves becauſe of your unnatural diſaffec-. 
& tion to ſo gracious a KING.“ This is one great: 
article in- this treaty of peace. 


cc 


2. Aßgree «with thine adverſary :*” i. e. Agree: 
with Him whom you have made your Adverſary, 
by heartily conſenting. to be reconciled to God in 
Chriſt Feſus,; For you muſt come in upon the foot- 
ing of that act of grace, which is publiſhed in the 
Goſpel through Chri/?, and expect no Favour at all, 


upon the footing of your own Goodneſs, The me- 
rit of what many call their good actions, their Repen- 


tance, their Prayers, and their acts of Charity, muſt 


all paſs for nathing in the matter of acceptance with 


God. No, you muſt depend /o/ely-and entirely upon 
the infinite merits of Chriſt's obedience and ſufferings, 
as the ground of your acceptance with God; and 
hope for Forgiveneſs and Favour from his mercy 


does 


* 
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does not conſiſt with the Dignity and Perfections of 
the King of HEAVEN to receive Rebels into Favour 
upon any other foundation. And what think you 

of this article? Do you agree to it? or is It too 
great a mortification to renounce all things in your- 
ſelves, and conſent to be ſaved only by Faith in the 
Righteouſneſs of the great IMMANUEL ? 


3. Agree with Him:“ that is, Devote yourſelves 
to his will, —If you agree with him, according to 
the Goſpel, his Law muſt be the Rule of your tem- 
pers and practice: whatever he commands, you 
muſt honeſtly endeavour to perform, without excep- 
ting to any one duty, however laborious or diſ- 
agreeable to Nature : and whatever he forbids, you 
muſt abſtain from, however pleaſing, advantageous, 
or faſhionable. You muſt no longer look upon 
yourſelves „4s your OWN, but as bought with a price; 
and are therefore bound to glorify Him with your 
% Souls, and with your Bodies which are Hin. — And 
can you make any difficulty of complying with this 
method? ean you object againſt obeying Hi, whom 
the angels of Heaven obey ? His Law unites your 
Duty and Happineſs together: —it forbids nothing 
but what is hurtful. O how can you make any dit- 
Ficulty of this! 


4s ** Agree with him,” £ breaking off all Friend. 
hip with his enemies. Break off all friendſhip with 
the wicked faſhions and cuſtoms of the world: 
break of your love of guilty pleaſures, Injuſtice, and 
ſin of every form: Let him that flole, fleal no more.“ 


Break off from your old companions in ſin.— And 
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f that you are loth to part with it? The conſequence 
* of finning is ſometimes dreadful in this world. — See 
= a monument of it in the ſhackles of a fellow-crea- 
oy ture now before you! May God ſet his ſoul at li- 
in berty from the Bonds of guilt and the ſhackles of 
he corruption. But *tis time to proceed in ſhewing, 
III. In what Manner, and at what Time we are to 
58 agree with him? 
to 
m- | To this Queſtion the Text replies: Agree avith 
ou *© thine adverſary, quickLy.” There is no time 
ep - to be %: There is not a Moment you can call your 
di- own; the very next hour, you may drop to the 
vou dwellings of darkneſs ! Therefore ** Haſte for thy 
ous, WW *© Life! lay not in all the plains!” We are com- 
pon manded to agree guickly: Delays are dangerous.— 
rice; The perſon that was purſued by the avenger of blood, 
your made haſte to fly to the city of Refuge. —Loſe no 
And Time; Embrace the preſent opportunity: “ now 7s 
this & the accepted time, Now is the day of ſalvation :” 
hom Now is the time to call upon Gop., Our Lord ſaid 
your to Zaccheus, Make hafte to come down.” A few 
thing days will put a period to our Lives; Now mercy 
y dif- may be had: Now the Lamb of God ſtretcheth forth 
the ſcepter of his Grace, and inviteth finners to be 
reconciled unto himò. The Shepherds came <vith 
rieud . hafte to Jeſus at Bethlehemt: “ To-DAx let us hear 
p with ; « his woice.” ** To-day” is Gop's note: *To-morronv,? 
7orld : is the voice of the Tempter. Licentious finners will 
e, and F be their o«wn, Now; and will repent, they ſay, 
more” WM nexEArrER; and this truly is the deceitfulneſs of 
—Anl BY fin, The want of reſolution to enter into the way 
s fin ſo of 
quences, 
_ F 2 Cor. v. 20. 1 Luke ii. 16, 
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of Righteouſneſs, is the forlorn ſtate of a ſinner.— 
Sloth, and rejecting the invitation of Chriſt, have 
been reproved in the very market: How much 
worſe is it in the vineyard !—Time is the meaſure 
of buſineſs, as money is of wares ; and what thrifty 
man will loſe his Marketing? —If true Religion is 
abſolutely neceſſary, you cannot enter upon it too 
ſoon, If ever you mean to be godly, why not now ? 
The neglect of the preſent time has ruined thouſands, 
Cæſar had a Letter put into his hand by a Friend 
the night before he was lain, adviſing him not to 
go to the Senate-houſe on the morrow, for a con- 
ſpiracy was formed againſt him. He took the Let- 
ter and left it unopen'd, ſaying, ** To-morrow is a 
new day: but this negle& coſt him his Life. Our 
God has not promiſed To-morrow to any of us. 
Some people on a fight of condemned Malefactors, 
may ſay, Ah! they are happy, becauſe they know 
© when they are to die, that they may be prepared 
& for it.” Are they indeed? Perhaps this may be 
the thought of ſome concerning the poor condem- 
ned priſoner before us.—Then you allow that there 
is a preparation needful for Death and Eternity : 
and Why do you neglect this preparation ?—The 
youngeſt of you may die before the priſoner, though 
his ſentence is paſt, When you lend money you 
require /ecxrity, and at the ſame time colour your 
ſuſpicion of want of truſt, with Mortality. You lay, 
% Men are mortal: We have no leaſe of our lives.” 
True: But in matter of conwer/ion, and the bulineſs 
of your ſalvation, you. promiſe yourſelves NH 
years, or at leaſt a great many to come ; and people 
ſo live as if they never expected to die. Some have 

been 


|| Matt, xx, 6. + Dies noviſſima- 
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been called into the vineyard at the Flewenth Hour; 
But when God calls thee at the bird, neglect not 
to come; for thou art not ſure to live to the fourth, 
But alas! how many are there who neglect the pre- 


ſent Moment, and truſt to a death-bed Repentance ? 


ſo that when all hope of Life 1s paſt, they will ſend 
for miniſters to pray with them, and give them the 
Sacrament of the Lord's ſupper, which I much fear, 
proves an opiate rather than true comfort to many; 


as they look upon it as a kind of paſſport to Hea- 
ven. But, 


Is it a proper time, on a ic bed, for furniſhing our 
lamps with oil? Can you then go to the market and 
buy*? You will find it work enough to liſten to your 
pains. I do not ſay that a death-bed Repentance is 
too late; but I fear *tis ſeldom true and ſincere. 
Sorrows on a ſick- bed are, I fear, often like the ſor. 
rows of ſome malefactors, who have more dread of 
the Shame and Puniſhment of fin, than real hatred to 
it. Nothing, 'tis true, is 7»poſidle with God: He 


fad © Tet there be Light, and there was Light” 


which ſpread through all the diſmal dominions of 
primeval darkneſs At his command a Leproſy of 
the longeſt continuance, and utmoſt inveteracy de- 


parts: — He can, in the greatneſs of his ſtrength 


quicken the wretch that has lain dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins, not bur days, but Fourſcore years Vet 


truſt not a point of ſuch inexpreſſible importance, 
to ſo dreadful an uncertainty God may ſuſpend 
his Power, may withdraw his Help; may fear in 
bis <vrath that ſuch abuſers of his long:/uffering ſhall 
1 rover enter into his Re. 
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Agree with him © qQurtckxLyY! ” Now, whilſt you 
are in the bloom of your Health, and the vigour of 
your years Improve the preſent precious oppor- 
tunity: Improve theſe golden moments to the no- 
bleſt of all purpoſes !—O ye young people, ſtand 
not, all the prime of your days idle /—-7rifle no lon- 
ger with the free offers of Grace and Salvation ;— 
Make hafle and delay not the time, to keep God's 
commandments !—=While you are loitering, Death 
perhaps is bending his bow, and marking you out 
for his victim 


& Agree with him quickly—whil/t thou art in the 
% avay with him,” While we are alive, we are in the 
way: after Death it will be too late! You are in the 
evay with him in the uſe of his Word and Ordinances, 
The ETERNAL Gop of Angels and Men is now in the 
midſt of this Congregation, holding forth the offers 
of his Mercy and Grace in his Word and Provi- 
dence: He knows the inmoſt thoughts of every 
heart ;,—He knows whether our hearts are truly 
humbled ;—whether we hear his word for informa- 
tion and direction, or whether we oppoſe and reject 
what we hear. —Yea, this GREAT and 600D GOD 
is inviting us to turn to him and live !—He invites 


you to come to him, that you may have life. The, 


BLESSED JESws calls to us, by his Croſs and Sufter- 
ings; He invites us, by every affliction and trial 
Ile is ready to ſhew mercy to the chief of ſinner: ; 
—0 give him your heart! —0 Sinner, Thruſt not 
thine unhallowed Hands into his fide by rejecting 
Him! Crucify him not afreſh ! There is Love and 


| Pity in his Heart, and Power enough to help thee. 
Serve 
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Serve his Enemies no longer : Leſt the Liow of the 
tribe of Fadal ſhould rend thee in pieces 

Which reminds me to conſider, 


IV. Who is meant by the Judge? 


This Judge is no other than the Lord Jeſs Crip 
He is to be the Judge of the quick and dead. Go# 
& hath appointed a day in which he qwill judge the world 
% in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he hath ordain- 
«© ,. tt He cometh,” —cries a mighty ſeraph! 
© to judge the world in righteon/neſi+ f! He cometh, 
not as formerly, in the habit of a Servant; but clad 
with zzcreated Glery, and attended with all the ar- 
= mics of Heaven, That ſame Jeſus who was (here 
upon earth) accompanied only by a few poor fiſber- 
= men, will then come attended with Legions of Angels. 
x that while on Earth had zot a place where to lay 
= his head; has the kingdom of heaven at his diſpo- 
fal, to give it to whomſoever he will !.-—-He that 


the 
the 
the 
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ery 
: - once was crown'd with Thorxs, will come with. a 
ruly ; ; 
ma-. Ceun of Glory, and diſplay the zULLNEss of his 


= GoputAp !—That BLESSED REDEEMER, whom fin- 
ners zow reject with ſcorn, will Hen be to them an 
angry Fudge! And though they may eſcape judgment 
Jon earth, yet then every heart will be diſcloſed, and 
it will be in vain to attempt to hide themſelves with 
| 


eject 
30D 
1V1tes 

The. 
uſter- 
f Jep, Fuftice will then throw open all the 
receſſes of iniquity, and iabenitent Sinners will be con- 


2 „ 3 founded be fore Angels and Men 1-0 ye followers of 
ting de Lamb! Bebold him, and wonder, and love !— 
ve and his is HE, who bore all your iniquities on the igno- 
, thee. i inious Croſs ! This is Hz who fulfilled a Righ- 
Serre Leouſneſs, for the Juſtification of your perſons l—— 


| M Behold 
Acts xvii. Zle + Rev. xx. 11. 
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Behold him, O ye deſpiſers of his Grace !—This is 


vou transformed into my image! And as for that 
% Saviour, who ſuffered, died, and roſe again to ſare 


„ ſures of Bleſſings ; yea, he ſhed bis heart”s blood to : 


—_— — — __ 2 — not — ͥ — — 
— — 


© curſed into everlaſting Fire." 
* and Scorpions of the infernal pit are now read 
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He whoſe merciful offers you have deſpiſed, and 


whoſe precious blood you have trampled upon! = 
What can you expect therefore, but to be doomed to 
everlaſting perdition, and delivered to the hands of 
the moſt cruel officer ? Which naturally leads me to k 
the laſt thing propoſed for our enquiry, viz. ; 4 
V. Who is this Officer, to whom the wicked ſhall * 
be delivered? 70 
This Officer is no other than the Devil; that — 
grand enemy of ſouls! by whom hardened ſinners * 
ſhall be for ever tormented. He will hang them up 

as the fooliſh monuments of his conqueſt. Ho th 
will this mercileſs Tyrant, this cruel Jailor upbraid _— 
them with their Sins and Diſobedience, and their 
rejecting of Chriſt as a Saviour! Will he not ſay to ed, 
them, Ye damned priſoners, I never did you the WF tha 


<c leaſt good Turn; I never endured the leaſt pain 
for you; yet your willing hearts were ever rea-. 
« dyto execute my devices: and how perfectly are 


« 'finners, you rebelled againſt him. For Toa he 
„ did much good; but none for me: For You he 
« ſuffered much evil; for Tou he opened his Trea-W 


© redeem You. Yet you turned all his Grace into 
% wantonneſs, and all his Mercy into contempt 
„Therefore he hath ſaid in his wrath, ** Depart; . 
All the ls : 


{6 1 : 
8 


% for you!“ O what Language can paint the miſe- 
ries of the damned ? If Belſbaxxar was ſo confounded 


1 
as at the ſight of the Hand which wrote his doom upon 
of the wall, and threaten'd him with the loſs of his 
100 kingdom ;— What muſt it be, to loſe the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and Eternal Life ? 
Puniſhment, and Sin wnrepented of, are like Hypo- 
hall crates's Tevins : If they laugh together for a while, 
yet they ſhall weep together too. The Devil ſerves 
men as Fael did S//cra : He ſpeaks peaceably at firſt : 
that He gives the kiſſes, and language of peace; then 
mers lulls them aſleep, and pierces their Hearts with ten 
Nh # thouſand ſorrows, and Waters of a full cup of un- 
xp mixed Wrath are wrung out for them. - 
theit But what adds moſt unto the miſery of the wick- 


ay to ed, is the Date of it; and that is, ETExxnAL !—In 
u the BE that dreadful Word lies all the emphaſis of Torment! 

his word, Eternal, is an Hell in Hell. If they 
might be releaſed from the Pain, tho' it were by 
Z annihilation, after they had wept away ten thouſand 
millions of ages in extremity of anguiſh, this would 
be a great mitigation. But our Lord aſſures us of 
the contrary in the Text, ſaying, ©* Yerily, I /ay unto 
= © thee, thou ſhalt by no means come out thence, till thou 
= © haſt paid the uttermaſt ſartbing. And that muſk 


blood "WE be for ever paying! For ſuch is the perpetuity of this 
ce into 5 miſery, that they which might have found Life but 
tempt would not ſeek it; ſhall at laſt ſeek death and can- 


not find it. There the æuorm dieth not, and the fire 
all never be quenched ! —“ They hall defire to die, 
But Death Pall flee from tbem. A good Day makes 
2 amends for a gad Nizht; but tberc it will be Neght, 
5 | 2 which 
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which no Day ſhall ever follow: —and therefore 'tis 
called, ** everlafiing darkneſs /” — In the rougheſt 
Tempeſt, in the moſt weariſome Journey, there is 
ſome comfort; becauſe there is Hope of an End: 
but theſe Pains and Miſeries are without any Ter- 
mination.— That is a long ſentence which has no 
Period; a doleful Night, which hath no Morning; 
a woful darkneſs, where no Star communicates a 
glimmering light. But here, is Darkneſs and Pain, 
inceſſant, — without mitigation, — Eternally ex- 
rreme ! and there the wicked ſhall be doom'd to lie! 
like malefactors prefling to Death, calling in vain 
tor more weights to diſpatch them, even to Moun- 
and Rocks : but no Relief can be procured, But 
J paſs from the awful Subject ! ——to 


The APPLICATION. 


1. Let me ſpeak to Tun, who have no con- 

cern about your agreement with God, no ſerious 
thoughts concerning your reconciliation with Him, 
whom you have made your enemy by your fins.— 
Remember, You are made for Eternity : You are 
immortal Beings : You muſt dwell with God in Hea- 
ven, or with Devil in Hell, and that to the endleſs 
Ages of Eternity l—And you know not how ſoon 
you may be. fummoned into that inyiſible World. 
This night, perhaps your Souls ſhall be required of 
you. Do you ſeriouſly confider to which of theſe 
everlaſting abodes you are approaching ? .Or which 
of theſe unchangeable ſtates you are to meet ?—Tt is 
the unalterable Reſolution of the righteous Judge, 

that Except you be converted, you cannot enter the 
2 x04 | | king dow 


a a 7 a» —_ - M4 


SER. 4. „ 

kingdom of beaven..— Vou all hope for Heaven, and. I 
pray God you may not be diſappointed.in yourHope ; 
but have you diligently enquired,.whether you have 
experienced a. true converſion to God? Is there a 
ſpiritual change wrought in your Souls? Are your 
affections taken off from Yarity; and fixed on an infi- 
ulteſy amiable God ? Is your Memory filled with the 
truths of the Goſpel? Are your defires. rifing to 
things above? To expect the bleſſedneſs of Heaven, 
and have no concern about the renewal of your Na- 
ture, is to de/pi/e the counſels of CR IST, who has 
ſaid. Except ye be. born again, you cannot enter the 
© kingdom. of: heaven*,”—lIt is the ſtanding. Rule of 
Heaven, that ci. Holineſs, no man ſhall ſoe the + 


„Tord. — Perhaps many of you have never conſi- 


dered this; never. ſo much as conſidered the affairs 
of Eternity; the nature of Converſion, and the ne- 
ceſſity of a Conformity to CHRIST: Theſe things 
perhaps are ſeldom in your thoughts. If ſo, Be 
aſſured you are yet in your ſins.— Vou are far from 
Holineſs. . 

Maut of confideration opens a door to numberleſs 
ſins.— Would this poor Man under. condemnation: 
have ventured to commit acts of violence and injuſ- 
tice, if he had conſidered the Ee of ſuch crimes ? 
The want of confideration is heinous enough to make 
Heaven and, Earth amazed, For: thus: ſaith the 
„ Lord; Hear O Heavens, and give car O Earth, 1 
% have nouriſhed and brought up Children and they have 
“ rebelled againſt ma. The ox knoweth its owner, and ' 


«the Aſs his Maſter's Crib, but Ifrael dath not know, 


«©. Heople do not con ſider d. An inconfiderate Lite 
M 3 is 
John ii, & | Heb, xii. 14. 8 Iſaiah i. 2. 3; 


e e 
is an uninterrupted courſe of fin ;—It is one conti- 
nued act of Rebellion againſt God. It diſobeys a 
Poſiti ve command: For thus ſaith the Lord, “ Confe- 
« der your wways.”— Turn then from this ſtupid, 
inconſiderate ſtate! Be ſenſible of your Guilt, 
your Miſery and Ruin: Turn without delay. 
Agree with him quickly!—If, while I am ſpeaking, 
the Earth ſhould reel to and fro, and be in ſtrong 
convulſions under your feet; if it ſhould open its 
horrid Jaws frightfully wide to devour you, would 
not every one here be greatly alarmed ?—O Sinners 
how then can you be careleſs and unconcerned, 
when Hell from beneath is ready to ſwallow you up, 
even to endleſs Perdition ?—lf, while I am ſpeaking, 
this Building was rocking over your Heads, and tot- 
tering on every fide ; if the Beams were breaking, 
and the Walls cleaving, would you not with aſtoniſh- 
ment inſtantly fly to a place of ſafety ? And how is 
tit, that many of you are under no apprehenſion of 
| danger, when the indignation of the Almighty, which. 
3s worſe than ten thouſand falling Mill-ſtones, is 
ready to grind you to Powder? O 7znconfiderate, care- 
A ſinners ! You are this day impleaded at Gop's BAR. 
Whilſt you continue /#ch, you are upon the brink of 
everlaſting deſtruction : The curſes of God are im- 
pending over you, and ready to be poured out upon 
vou; which will turn a# your carnal delights into 
 aveeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth !—And will 
not theſe Terrors awaken, alarm, and perfivade you? 
If Gop ſhould once more renew the Thunder and 
Lightning, the Darkneſs and Tempeſt of Sinai, and 
ſpeak to yon, as he did to the trembling Iſraelites: 
er, if he ſhould appear to you in all the amiable and 


alluring 


| 
5 
; 
k 
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alluring glories of a $1N-PARDONING Gon, and pray 
you to be reconciled to Him ; Would you not regard the 
propoſal ? Or, If the bleſſed Jzsvs, who once pray- 
ed for his Enemies upon the Croſs, ſhould now pray 
you from his Throne in Heaven, and beg you to be 
reconciled: Would you di/regard the Intreaty ? 
Would you reject the offer? Well, This free Offer of 


Peace and Salvation is as really made to you by the 


BLESSED Gop and his Son JEsvs CHRIST, as if it 
were expreſſly propoſed to you by an articulate 
voice from Heaven.—Therefore the Apoſtle was 
conſtrained, and it is the duty of all God's faithful 
Miniſters, „ o beſeech ſinners to be reconciled unto: 
© God.” Yes, We pray and beſeech you, in the name 
of Gop, the Greatef? and Bo of Beings, whom An- 
zels love and adore, and before whom Devils trem- 
ble We pray and beſeech you in his Name, and 
for the ſake of IEsus, the true Friend of Publicans 
and Sinners, who lived a Life of Labour and Sor- 
row, who went about doing good; who died 
upon a torturing Croſs, and ſhed his blood to atone. 
for your fins: We pray you, we beſeech you for 
your Souls ſakes, to be reconciled unto HIM! 
And ſhall the name of Ixs us be a 77% in your eſ- 
teem !—Shall the name of Jesvs have no IxFLu- 
ENCE upon you this day? We intreat you, by the 
preciouſneſs of your immortal Souls, as you. tender 
your eternal Peace, Break off your treaty with fin 
and turn to the Lord. O thou benign Creator of the 
world, Thou God of our Life, fend down thy om- 


| nipotent Spirit to ſet home theſe Scripture perſuaſi- 


ons or threatnings, upon the hearts of Sinners this. 
Day: For alas! how ineffectual will they be, with- 


out Hs divine influence. 2. How 
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2. How happy are thoſe who have been enabled 
to comply with the requirements of the Text, and 
are in a ſtate of peace, and reconciliation with God 
-— Happy indeed are they, who have His Lore 
ſhed abroad in. their Hearts, —who deny all ungodline/; 
and fleſhly luſts, and live foberly, rightcouſfly and god- 
ly in this preſent cuorld, and are looking for that b 
Hope, and the appearance of the GREAT. Gon and our 
Saviour JEsus CurisrT !—— True Holineſs is the | 
Health, the Happineſs of the Soul: It is the ba- 
ginning of Heaven therein. The Day of Judge- 
ment, which will dawn with a. /owring aſpect upon 
impenitent ſinners, will open with chearful Gladn; 
upon all the Godly.— No Marriage-day ever brought 
with it ſo much Joy and Luſtre.—The woice. of the 
ARrCHANGEL, which. will break up every. Tomb, 
will yield the moſt pleaſing Melody to the riſing Saint. 
O how bxrilliaut will the aſſembly be, when from the 
four Winds the dear Favourites of Heaven are col- 
lected into one Body What Ea tag will fill every 
breaſt of thoſe-wha ſhall compoſe it ! How lu/trio 
will they be in the eyes of the Beholders !——How 
tranſporting will the voice be to them, when they 
hear the IDE ſay, Came ye blefſed of my Father, 
©. enter into the joy of your Lord !” 


3. Let me ſpeak. a word to you, ye humble penitents, 
who are convinced of ſin, and mourn before God 
for your iniquities! Be of good comfort: — God has 
abounded in the Riches of his Grace towards you, 
and has given you a Ranſom to rely on, of highs 
dignity _ all Heavens, and of more value than al 
Worlds. 
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Worlds. We read, that the men of Tyre made Blaſirs, 


1290 


the King's chamberlain, their friend*, My Brethren, 


the GoD oF GLORY has conſtituted his DbEAR Son, 


your atoning Sacrifice, your prevailing Advocate, your 
Friend indeed The men of Tyre defired the con- 
ditions of peace. The Loxy Jz=svs Currs't hath; 
obtained and fulfilled the conditions of peace, Could 
there be a more glorious Perſon choſen, to act as your 
Reconciler, than the Prince of Heaven and Heir of all 
Things? Could there be a more effectual method 
of Reconciliation, than his obedience unto Death, 
even the Death of the Croſs? O cloſe in with this 
method of Salvation! This is the way to be at. 


agreement with God.,—Fly to this all-/ufficient Re- 


deemer ; Rely on his meritorions Sufferings | Be your 
fins ever ſo numerous, ever fo crormons, they need not 
be any bar to your acceptance: For God has re- 
ceived an atonement, an infinite atonement ! ſo that 
he can admit you to his favour, unworthy- as you 
are, without the leaſt blemiſh to his avenging Juſ- 
tice; for he is well pleaſed with his San, and well 
pleaſed with all that believe in Him. Place a chear- 
ful confidence in his propitiatory merits, and let this 


Free, rich Grace kindle in your hearts a ſacred zeal to 


walk in his flatutes and-to be Zealous of good aworks,— 


Laſtly. Let me add yet a few words to you the 
Priſoner, to the many which I have ſpoken to you 
in private, When l vifited you, and ſome other 
Priſoners, after Sentence was paſt, how different 
were your apprehenſions and Heir to what they were 

not 
* Acts xii. 20. 


( 230 ) SkRN. 4. 
not long ago! — Thoſe who lately revelled in debau- 
chery, as if they were afraid they could not ſoon 
enough fill up the meaſure of their iniquities, were 
now filent and ſullen.— Thoſe who laid wicked hands 
on the Property of others, and diſturbed the Peace 
of their Neighbours by day, and their ſlumbers by 
night, had now a melancholy countenance : Their 
own conſciences condemning them before they were 
condemned by an earthly Judge, —This according to 
your own / confeſſion was yozr Caſe.— But I will not 
repeat before the congregation your confeſſion of the 
wickedneſs and violence of your Life: My buſineſs, 
is of another nature.——According to your ſentence, 
and your-full belief, you are ſoon to appear before 
the JupGt of ALL! — Have you with brokenneſs of 
heart confeſſed and lamented your fins before God? 
Do you now deteſt them from your heart, becauſe 
they were committed againſt God, as well as againſt 
your fellow-creatures ? Are you convinced that the 
evils of your Life were but the breaking out of that 
Sea of fin and corruption in your Heart ?—Becauſe 
you are guilty before God, and have a burden of 
iniquity on your Soul, Do you look to Jzsvs 
CnrisT by Faith, who is the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the fin of the world The Lord I Es us 
has ſhed his Blood for finners. Do you look to him 
for the free pardon of all your fins, however heinous, 
however numerous? He is an ALMEGNFY SA- 
viour ! Beg of God to give you true Faith to be- 
heve in Him; and reſt your precious ſoul upon 
Him.-—-Improve your little ſpace of Time, by ear- 
weſt Proer and Self-examination, and beg of God to 
p give 
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give you to know your Intereſt in his Salvation, — 
that in the laſt tremendous Day, when the dead, /rall 
and great, ſhall land before him in judgment, Y ou may 
be owned of him, and be admitted into his bliſsful 
preſence for ever! In the mean time pour out your 
ſoul before God in prayer : Intreat him in ſuch 
words as theſe. 


« O Almighty God! Source of all beings, and 
© Centre of all good! Look upon me, a vile ſinner, 
% for the ſake of thy Son the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! 
« —Whither ſhall I fly? Even darkneſs detects me, 
« Flight brings me nigh: O let me be nothing or 
&« let me be thine! O ſend down thy $p7rit to ſanc- 
« tity my corrupt Soul! O moſt merciful %s! 
© What Refuge can I have, but in Thee? Even 
© Dogs may eat the crumbs that fall from their 
„% Maſters table — O what a ſinner have I been! 
„% A wile caitiff ! a ſon of violence I looked upon 
„ a multitude of ſinners as an apology for my ſin- 
„ning; and the ſinful faſhion of this world, as a re- 
&« peal of thy holy Laws. Thy bleſſings I turned 
into Poiſon, and made arrows of them to fight 
© againſt Thee. The time that thou gaveſt me for 
© Repentance, I turned into Folly ; and quenched thy 
« ſpirit, and ſtifled the voice of conſcience and the 
„voice of thy holy word! How long haſt thou for- 
„ born me,—when thine arrows went abroad, and 
1 flew my les vitious Companions ! By thine Admo- 
< zitions I continued wnadmoniſhed ! under thy Mer- 
* ces, I have been anaffected, and my fins at length 


e have found me out to my /hame and confuſion! O 


deliver my ſoul from the pangs of eternal death 7 
Fe which 
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&+ which I de/erve,—O God look on the face of thy 

«+ Anointed in my behalf !—I have often prayed for 

% damnation.——Q forgive me my helliſh crimes, and 

let me find mercy. Macy Mercy !—Mercy 
I aſk, for the ſake of the Bleſſed I Es us. 


4% Alas ! how hard is this Heart of mine! Strike 
© thou the Rock, and the waters of penitent ſorrow 
& ſhall flow ! I have ſtruggled hard for Damuation, 
and aimed to take Ruin by Force; yet let thy 
„ compaſſiox be moved, O let not thine anger burn 
Jagainſt me forever! O thou that didſt caſt a look 
© of compaſſion upon the Thief upon the croſs, 


„ look upon me, Receive my ſpirit when die! and 


„I ſhall be the greateſt monument of thy grace.— 
It is an omnipotent action to ſave the moſt loſt ! 
O ſpare! pardon, bleſs, even me, the vileſt : 


SERM. 
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SERMON V. 


Priſoners of Hope invited to a ſure 
Refuge. 


Zuck ix. 10. 


7 urn ye 10 the Strong Hold, ye Pri. 
ſoners of Hope! 


HAT an amazing difference is there be- 

tween a company of Felons in a Jail, form- 
ing a mock-court to try one another, and the pro- 
ceſs of a court of Judicature, where priſoners are 
actually tried at the Crown Bar, by a commiſſion 
from the Sovereign /—But what are the moſt ſolemn 
Courts of judicature upon Earth, when compared 
with the Judgment to come — “ We muft all fland . 
before the Judgment: ſcat, and GOD will bring every 
work there, whether it be good or evil, It is doubtleſs 
a great mercy, that God's preventing Grace re- 
ſtrains us from committing - thoſe atrocious crimes 
which bring numbers to an untimely, ſhameful end. 


Let, permit me to tell you, that there is a ſenſe 


N in 


* This Sermon was preached at Tpſevich, in April, 1777, 
When Fohn Beamont, and Ann Catchpole, To Convifts under 
Sentence of Death, were permitted to attend. 
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in which all mankind are ſaid to be Priſoners.— 
. Scripture and experience agree, That we all have Hu- 
ned, — And, In many things, we ALL offend,” —** The 
whole world is guilty before God,” All people, how- 
ever different in their conſtitutions, ranks and edu- 
cation, — All - people, of all nations, religions, 
times, and places, are born in ſuch a ſtate, and with 
ſuch a nature, that .they infallibly commit many 
fins in Thought, Word and Action. —And, (what 
3s an awful thought!) one age tranſgreſſion of the 
Law of God, is ſufficient to render us obnoxious to 
His diſpleaſure, and to- bring us under the fearful 
Curſe of His holy Law. —According to the Law of 
this Realm, a perſon who is guilty: of Houſe-break- 


ing but once, or robs a Traveller of a ſmall ſum of 


Money but once, forfeits his life as much as the 
bloody Highway-man, who for many years barba- 
rouſly murders all thoſe whom he ſtops on the road 
or path-way : becauſe Zoth incur the penalty of the 
Law which forbids Robbery; — Both effectually break 
the Law; though one may do it much oftner, and 


with far more aggravating circumſtances than the 

other, Does one Robbery deſcrve the Gallows ?— 
So one lin deſerves DEATH : ** For the Soul that fin- 
% neth, it ſhall die. Curſed is every one that con- 
6 -tinueth not in all the things that are written in the 


Boot of the Law to do them®*” | 
In the words of the Text we have 


I. The character of all mankind by nature.— 
They are Priſoners.” 


II. Why they are called Priſoners of Horz,“ 


pug Gal. iii. 10. 


* 43 


III. 
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III. That the Lord JEsus Currsr is the Strong 
Hold for theſe Priſoners of Hope to flee to.— 


May the $pirit of all Grace influence our hearts, 
whilſt I conſider, 


I, The Character here given of mankind. ——All 
mankind, ever ſince the fall, are Priſoners. Tam well 
aware, that ſome have called the doctrine of Man's 

. finful ftate by nature, an ill-favoured doctrine, 
which turns the whole world into a vaſt Hoſpital, 
and makes every individual a Leger, ora Lazarus, 
full of Sores.— Vet ill-favoured as it is, it is ru. 
Scripture and Experience teſtify the fact, and all 
things around us bring in their evidence to prove the 
melancholy Truth. But proud, corrupted Nature is 
prejudiced againſt this; and the Devil is very ſtu- 
dious to hide our inward maladies and deformities 
from us,—** God made man upright :* but, he marred 


\C himſelf. —He planted him a noble vine, wholly a right 
— ſeed, but we are turned to be ' a Aera Mart, of 
u- a range Vine. 


The 33 of God declares, that ths Stork, the 
Turtle, and the Crane, are more ſagacious in Self- 
preſervation, than Man is in ſpiritual T hings : ** The 
% Ox knoweth his owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's 
* Crib: but Iſrael doth not know, my people doth not 


* % con ſider f. Throw a bone to a domeſtic animal, 
treat him with kindneſs, and you win him He 

277 attends you :—Your word becomes a Law - andhe 
executes your commands at the firſt motion of your 

111, hand; obedience is his delight, and your company 


N 2 3 0 
* Ter. it, 21. + Iſa. i. z. 


( 136 } SERM, To 
his happineſs. — Shall @ Brute be ſo thankful to 
Man? And ſhall we be ungrateful to our God, who 
created us, preſerves us, and every minute bleſſeth 
us with mercies and loving kindneſſes? How ſhould 
ſhame cover us !—Even the very Heathens affirmed, 
that “ to call a man ungrateful to his benefactor, 
*« was to ſay of him all poſſible Evil*#,” But fo it 
is, that we are more brutiſh than the beaſts of the 
field, continually going affray,-ever from the womb ! 
The unhappy Bias is eafily perceived in Children; 
not excepting thoſe that have the beſt examples ſet 
before them, and the beſt education beſtowed upon 
them. And every one that rows himſelf, finds his 
heart like a deceitful bow, ever ftarting afide from 
the true mark of ſerving God. Do we not daily fee, 
what vanity and low ambition work in the minds 
of Youth ?—And in Manhood, what keen purſuit 
after tranſitory wealth? In theſe they are eagle- 
ey'd, —But let us advert to the Metaphor | in the 
Text:“ Priſoners,” — 


1. Perſons are impriſoned by the order of an equi- 
table Law, for two things; either for Debt, or capital 
Crimes, In both theſe ſenſes all mankind are guilty, 
Obedience to the holy Law of Gop is our duty, This 
Law we have broken and robbed God of his glo- 
ry and honour. For ſuch is the purity and ſpiri- 
tuality of the Law of God, that no one can plead, he 
has not been guilty of breaking one, or even all the 
commandments of God ; and it we have broken them 
all, either in the literal or ſpiritual meaning, if we 
are threatened, for every tranſgreſſion, with a Cur/: 
ſuitable to the Lawgiver' s infinite majefly, who can 

conceive 


* # S ingratum dixeris, omnia dicis.” Jvv. 
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conceive the greatneſs, of our Gui/t and Hanger ? 
There is no ſafety for us till we find a SanQuary 
under the ſhadow of our Saviour's wings :. Without 
this, we are liable to the ſtrokes of divine vengeance, 
as a Felon, guilty of breaking all the Statutes of his 
Country, is liable to the penalty of human Laws. 


2. Priſoners for capital Crimes, are under confine- 
ment and in Bondage. So unconverted ſinners are 
in Bondage to fin, and led captive by the Devil at his 
will, They are governed by the laws of Satan 
Therefore the Scripture aſſures us, that the Zi! 
& Fpirit worketh in the hearts of the children of diſobe- 
% Jience.” The ſame Apoſtle ſays, ** that the carnal 
© mind is enmity againſt God” ; yea all ſuch are 
baters of God! This is the ſettled, diſpoſition of all 
unhumbled, unconverted finners}. It is a juſt, and 
a pathetic confeſſion in the Liturgy of the Church ot 
England, —that ** We are tied aud bound with the 
* chains of our fins;”” But how few feel what they 
confeſs in words !—The Vl is obſtinate and diſ- 
temper'd : like an iron ſinew; it -e//{25 to yield to 
the commands of God. —QOur Saviour uttered his 
heart - felt complaint when he ſaid, ** Y<vill not come 
© znto me, that ye may have life ! In the purſuit of 
ſenſual gratifications, Men are all aiv and fire. 
But ſet before them the glorious Bleſſings of Hea- 
ven; the Love of Gop; the Riches of Chriſt ; and 
they are dull and languid, —Thele are things they 
have no tafte for, until the efficacious grace-of. Goh 
renews the heart.— Fill then, the . mind ſits 
imperiouſly upon the tbrone, and the yielding man 
is led captive by his baſe Luſts, and is chained and 

N 3 : tetter'd 
t Rom. i, 30,—viit, 7. 
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fetter'd with Zznorance of himſelf; - Iuorance of God 
and Chriſt: Chain'd and fetter'd with prejudice 
againſt Religion and the ways of Chriſt :;—ferter'd 
with the immoderate love of riches, and the pleaſures 
of this life :—chain'd with falſe hopes, and procraſ- 
tination, —Orelſe the finner ſatisfies himſelf with 
ſomething, ſhort of true converſion to God, — Thus 
Numbers periſh ! 


3. Capital Offenders are often exceedingly filthy 
and loathſome.— A late ſpirited writer takes notice, 
that in the Capitol of this kingdom, Priſoners 
have been ſo long confined, and were ſo emaciated 
and deprived of animal vigour, for want of air, that 


they ſeemed SpeFres rather than men; and were ſo 


Filthy, as to be actually inſectious to thoſe that came 
near them.” This is an exact picture of gracele/; 
ſinners in reſpect to their ſouls, —Do you queſtion 
this? Hear what the heart-ſearching God ſays !— 

** The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children 


4 of men, to ſee if there was any that did under land and 


4% ek God. Pray what was the reſult of this en- 
quiry ? God cannot be deceived, and his judgment 
is according to truth. He faith, ** They are all gone 
% gde: They are altogether become filthy ; there is none 
«© that doeth good, no not one. This divine teſti- 
mony is a full proof of the total baſeneſs of man's 
natural condition; and this is evidenced in ten thou- 
ſand inſtances of baſe conduct in the human race 
every day. Look out among the trading part of 
mankind ; what fraud and deceit abounds! One 
Brother and Neighbour will ſo ſupplant another, that 
the greateſt watchfulneſs is inſufficient to guard 
againſt 


* Rom, iii. 10, 12% 
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againſt it. The Fear of Gop, that moſt ineſtima ble 
treaſure, is loſt: and no Tie will bind effectual- 
ly !-—-All profeſſions, Prieſts and People too, uni- 


verſally depart from the plain path of honeſty, equity 


and religion: So that ** he awho departeth from evil 
% maketh himſelf a prey.” What Oaths, what Wit- 
neſſes, what Writings and Signatures are neceſſary 
even in plain things? and all theſe are often but weak 
Barriers againſt the ſtratagems of ſelfiſh, unjuſt, ill- 
deſigning men! And if numbers had no more regard 
to human, than they have to the divine law, things 
would be much worſe. -How many men are there 
who make daily proteſtations of the warmeſt regard 
to the fair Scæ, and under this pretence, by the moſt 
artful infinuations and baſe attempts, endeavour ta 
rob the woman of her virtue !—Till at length the 
villain gains his end !—O unhappy fair! How much 
better would it have been for thee to. have fallen: 
into the hands of Robbers ! They would have rob- 
bed thee but of thy money. But now thou art ſpoiled 
of the Honour of thy Sex, and thy peace of mind! 
In that caſe thou wouldſt have been deprived but of 
a little worldly wealth; but now, thou art ſtripped 
of virgin-innocence, a fair reputation, and of thy heal= 
thy con ſtitution too! Well might the ſcripture ſay, 
that mankind are become altogether filthy :—Defiling: 


| themſelves, defiling others, and thereby become a kind 


of walking plagues. 


Objefion. Are there none, who have a regard to 


the principles. of equity, humanity and Honour, till they 
re renewed: by the grace of God ? 


I anſwer : Doubtleſs there are many that have 


: fone regard to them. But I would obſerve that there 


are 
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are more who fatter themſelves that they are righ- 
teous, that their hearts are good, merely becauſe 
they avoid the grofſer acts of injuflice, intemperance, 
or wncleanneſs,—But they ſhut their eyes againſt the 
motions of fi in their hearts; they ſhut their eyes 
againſt the deſtructive tendency of love of the <vorld ; 

the thirſt of prai/e;—the love of oth, —ſelt righ- 
teouſneſs, —carnal ſecurity, —unbelief, and other 
ſpiritual evils ; which though not cognizable by the 
laws of men, yet are condemned by the law of God ; 
as it plainly appears ſrom our Lord's comment upon 
the Lau, in his ſermon upon the Mount}. 


Self- Tgnorance leads many people to imagine, that 3 
there is no ſuch combuſtible matter of wickednels 21 
in their hearts, merely becauſe they are not actually far 


fired by the ſpark of a ſuitable temptation ; There- 
fore, when they hear that their corrupt nature may 


one day lead them to commit ſuch and ſuch fins, | 

they cry out with Haxacl, Am J a dog that T ſhould the 
% do this thing?” Nevertheleſs, they will do it; if upe 
not outwardly, yet ſecretly, in the imagination of wat 
their hearts.—80 true is that ſaying of Solomon, WW one 
„% Fo that trufteth his own heart is a fool ! Even a the 
Believer, eminent as Jeremiah, who was ſan#ificd Iſh | 


from the womb, can with mournful experience con- 

feſs, that The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
& deſperately wicked.” And with David, My heart 
« ſheweth me the wickedneſs of the ungodly.” It was 
this made a pious Biſhop to ſay to himſelf, when he 
ſaw a MalefaCtor carrying to Execution, —“ There 


goes a picture of xy heart!” | 
| 4. Pri- 
+ See the Rev. Mr. Ven-, * Aſſize Sermon, Page 5; 
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N 4. Priſoners for capital crimes, often flatter 
themſelves that they ſhall ds ell, though they are 


e, 
* conſcious they have broken the Law and forfeited 
8 their lives. — And is not this the ſentiment of thou- 
1; ſands and millions in our world with reſpect to a tu- 
. ture ſtate? Do not many deceive themſelves by a 
5 groundleſs preſumption, in ſtead of true Hope ? Do not 
he many preſume they Have that grace in them which 
1 they have not? and ſay, with the Laodiceans, ** We 
yon are rich and increaſed in goods, and have need of no- 
& thing ; and know not that they are wretched, and mi- 
& ſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked*?” They 
that expect to find mercy in God to ſave them, in their 
nels unregenerate ſtate; inſtead of which, preſumptuous 
ally ſinners will find, © JupGMENT without mercy ! * 
gere- 
may Again, Thouſands and tens of thouſands, carve 
ſins, out and diſpoſe of the general mercy of God at 
u their own pleaſure, and write their own pardon 
t; if upon their own terms, But what will all this avail, 
= of without God's Seal, to ratify and confirm it ?—Pri- 
mon, eners may acquit, or condemn, as they pleaſe ; but 
ven a the Judge and Jury will pay no regard to their fool- 
Aified ih proceedings,—So there is a Word, which is to 
FI try us at the /aff day; and by this Word you and I 
, and ſhould try ourſelves now. It was revealed for this 
cart Very purpoſe, 
It was | 
gen he How does it come to paſs, that people deceive 
There. themſelves by a vain and groundleſs Preſ»mption ? 
S Why, 'tis through Unbelief Unbelief is a ring- 
. Pris leading ſin; — a radical ſin.— The firſt poiſonous 
: breath which Eve ſuck'd in from the Tempter was 


ha Rev, iii. 2. ſent 
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ſent in theſe words Yea, Hath God ſaid, ye ſhall 
& not eat of every tree in the Garden + ? ” As if he 
had ſaid, * Confider, and pauſe upon the matter :— 
Do you believe God meant ſo ?—The fruit is plea- 
© fant to look upon, and can you think God meant to 
* keep you from it? — But this proved the Traitor's Fs 
Gate, at which all other fins entered; and it con- that 
tinues of the ſame uſe to Satan to this day; for * 
through his, he hurries ſouls to other ſins. There- this 
fore tis called, Anu evil heart of Unbel'ef, in departing Iniq 
% from the living God *.“ The Devil ſet up this ſin FM: 
as a blind between the /in and God's threatnings,—Of 
all the Malefactors that are executed in theſe three 
kingdoms every year, (and their number is very 
great of late years!) How Pew but hope to (ſcape, 
although they have committed crimes againſt the 
Law! So there is not one ſinner that periſhes under 
the Goſpel, but hopes to do well in the other 
world, notwithſtanding the word of God declares 
to them the contrary. — *© What! Will God 
* condemn us to Hell eternally, (ſay they) for the 
© fin of a few years? No, I will not believe it ! ”— 
Vet God declares, ** Except ye be born again, ye cannot We xe il 

« enter into the kingdom of Heaven, — He that be- wha 
4" lie verb not, ſhall be damned. But unbelief makes bis P 
all the bullets of God's fiery Law recoil, as well as WW, 
all the declarations of the Goſpel. —Unbelicf is one N oe. 
of the chief places of ſtrength, and fortrefſes unto WF © 
which the Devil retreats, when other fins are 5. 
routed. —While Unelief is in power, it will carry Hanoth 
all arguments away, whether they ſpring from the Wnoth 
Law or the Goſpel, and treat them as trifles. — 
Unbelief i is like the Beaſt, which Jobu faw, whoſe 
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mouth was full of blaſphemy. It is a fin that keepeth 
g the field the longeſt; and the laſt that convinced 
[ fngers are convicted of,—It is the damning fin of 
- 


the world: He that believes not, is condemned al- 

ready.” Why? ©, Becauſe he hath not believed in 
5 „the name of the only begotten Son of God*,.” Do 
| you think That prophane Swearer would abuſe God's 
name in the manner he does, if he firmly believed 
that damnation is the , puniſhment due to it? No: 
Do you think the Sabbath-breaker and unclean Perſon, 
the Lyar, and the Covetors, would perſiſt in their 
Iniquities, if they believed in their heart that the 
Curſe of God would fall upon them ?—No: They 
would ſooner ſuffer the moſt cruel death, than 
do it, —But ſee the dreadful effects of xnbelief on the 
hearts of ſinners! They readily admit the evidence 
of men; while they peremptorily reject the teſti- 
mony of God. —They will readily believe that li- 
quid fire flows at times from Mount tna. But 
when the Scripture declares, that Tophet (the burn- 
ing lake !) is prepared of old for impenitent ſinners, 
| they will with-hold their belief, or make a jeſt of 
E it!—People will place an entire confidence in their 
E Ply/ician, and exactly follow his regulations, if they 
are ill; but daily quarrel with CARISsT's Preſcrip- 
tion in the Goſpel; —reject his remedy ;—deſpiſe 
Vis Perſon and Offices; and make no more of his 
: . than they do of the Thunders of the 


Pope! 


. Capital Offenders too commonly harden one 
another in fin, inſtead of exhorting and edifying one 
Fnother, and preparing for the Day of trial. The 

fore- 


* John iii. 18, 


mouth 
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fore-mentioned Writer obſerves, ** It is cuſtomary 
for Priſoners to make” uſe of every method to ſuf- 
focate the voice of Conſcience.” If one of them is 
penſive, or thoug htſul, he inſtantly becomes an object 01 
of derifion. — They get drunk, and ſing, and F 
ſwear, to ſuch a degree, that ſome - priſons are the ſt. 
very ſuburbs of Hell. Come, (ſay they) ſince to 
© our life is ort, let it be a merry ene! — Thus, tu 
though they are guilty of the moſt atrocious crimes, ſei 
they are inceſſantly heaping fin upon fin !—And is by 
not this the caſe'of multitudes in every Town and the 
Pariſh? Do they not corrupt one another, and Har- T 
den themſelves in iniquity? What numbers of 
young people are ruined in their morals by wicked 


company What pains are taken to drown every „ 
ſerious reflection of Conſeience !—* This is the con · all 
„ demnation; that light is come into the world, and the 
% men love darkneſt rather than lighty, They love, WW 11; 
they prefer Darine/3 /—Havenotſome of you in this WF Th. 
large congregation, been afraid of diſcovering your Dur 
true ſtate? When flaſhes of conviction have darted Dir, 
in upon your minds, Have you not quenched them, 
and ſhut up all the avenues of your breaſt againſt 8. 
them? Have you not ſtudiouſly avoided the en what 
of Conviction? When the Spirit of Gop has been dent 
ſtriving with you; and your own Conſciences hae not b 
told you plainly, © That ALL is not well with The 
vou: that if you die in that condition, you would WR ned 


be undone for ever! ”—Yet how have you laboured 
to caſt off the melancholy thought, and to recover 
your former falſe Peace /—If your thoughts {till 
dwelt upon the ungrateful ſubject, Have you no 
often fled to (what you call) . merry company; — and dere 

: comforts 


[| John iii. 19. 
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comforted yourſelves with what you term, A nrerry 
© glaſs? Have you not endeavoured to prejudice 
others againſt ſerious Religion, by calling it Enthufra/m, 
Fanatici/m, Melancholy, Spleen, and I know not what 
ſtrange names, which the Devil has taught people 
to ſet upon Religion ? Have you never in this way 
turned the deaf ear to the voice of an alarmed Con- 


nes, ſcience, refuſing to give it au impartial hearing? 
d 1s but wrapt yourſelves up in darkneſs, leſt the light 
and ſhould break in upon you? For, ſays our Lord, 
bar- * He that doeth evil hateth the light; neither cometh 


of © he to the light, left his deeds ſheuld be reproved . 


very 6. Priſoners for capital crimes are treated among 
con- all nations with Rigoun. Upon their commitment 
and they are immediately ſhut out from thoſe comforts 
love, WF which good citizens and honeſt people enjoy :— 
\ this They are loaded with irons and ſometimes ſhut up in 
your Dungeons, as objects of Infamy, and examples of 
arted WY Dig pleaſure. 


gainſt WR So, if you. compare the ſtate of mankind with 
what man was in his firſt creation, you will find evi- 

dent marks of Gop's Diſpleaſure upon us. Are we 
not born te Trouble, to Pains, to Griets and Death? 
Theſe are Evils man knew nothing of untill he ſin- 
ned :—With fin they entered, and not before.— 


zourel BE Calamitics are multiplied: becauſe of our deſperate 
ecorer Wl wickedneſs, and theſe make way for Death.—Like 
ts SUR 77 ars we deſerve Deſtruction :—we are under Au- 
ou NO tence of Death. As carthly Judges condemn mur- 


derers, thieves and rebels to be hanged or beheaded ;_ 
| O 80 


* John iii. 20. 21. 
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So the JunGE of all the Earth has condemned all 
mankind to die.— Vea and he will condemn all im- 
penitent, unbelieving ſinners to Hell- fire. —All this 
is the ſad effect of fin, —What then is this world but 
a ſpacious priſon, till the Lox D Jesvs ſhines upon 
our Souls and the Love of God is ſhed abroad in our 
hearts? Does not this world look like unto a priſon, 
in conſequence of the Rage, the Paſſions, and Op- 
preſſions which abound in it? — What public and 
private outrages are every day committed! Ho 
does open and ſecret malice work! — What Igno- 
rance, Debauchery, Injuſtice and Impiety predomi- 
nate in various ſhapes! 'The moſt amazing miracles, 
millions of Bibles, the moſt alarming ſermons, the 
moſt excellent Laws, the appointing of Magiſtrates, 
filling thouſands of Priſons, and erecting number- 
leſs Racks and Gibbets have not put Ye out of 
countenance, or cauſed /mpiety to hide its impudent 
face, | 


7. Priſoners, when arraigned before the Judge, 
are often ſtung with remor/e, and haunted with terri- 
Ble ideas; eſpecially, when they are confronted or 
faced by credible witneſſes, who depoſe not only 
to the reality of the crime, but it may be to ſeveral 
atrocious circumſtances in the committing it.— 
With what confuſed eagerneſs have I ſeen ſome 
guilty priſoners look! How plentifully did the 
ſweat burſt out at almoſt every pore !—Something 
like this, is the caſe of finners, when arreſted by 
the word of God and convicted in their own Con- 
ſciences, —When the Spirit of God ſets their fins 
before them, and the voice of the Law cryeth loudly 

+10 


5. in their ears, Curſed is every one that ſinneth, 
all Some painful and bitter /ex/ation every fmcere convert 
8 feels in a greater or leſſer degree.— No ſooner is a 
his man brought to ſee the exceeding finfulneſs of Sin, 
dut and what contempt it caſts upon an holy God, but 
bon he is filled immediately with Selt-reproach, and 
dur his language is, What ſball I do to be ſaved?” 
ſon, Nothing can give him ſolid peace, till his pardon 
Op- is ſealed by JESUS CurisT, 

and 

low But we may now enquire, 

* II. Why finners are called © Priſoners of Hope de. 
les, 1. Sinners are called Priſoners of Hope, becauſe 
the 


free Pardon and Remiſſion of fins is preached to them 
ates, Wi through Jesus Curisr; For the ſon of man came 
« tofſeek and ſave them that are loft. He came 10 
“open the Priſon-doors, and to ſet captives at liber- 
dent „ to bring Priſoners out of the Priſoa-houſe, and 

e them that fit in darkneſs out of the dungeon.—PBy 
\dpe, i the blood of thy covenant have T ſent forth thy Priſo- 


„ners out of the pit, in which there was no water,” — 


terri- 
ed or The Scriptures in many . paſſages, both in the 
| wy Old and New Teſtament, ſet forth finners as Priſo- 
vera 


ners: And how many are ander the power of the 
8 firong-man armed! But, blefſed be God, We are 
not Priſoners of deſpair, I truſt, but Priſoners of 


d the Hope 
ething 7 
ed by 2, It is more than probable that Human /rners 


are called pri/oners of Hope, in contradiſtinction to the 
& Kebel- Angels, who fell into perdition without a re- 
nech. Fallen Men, as well as fallen Angels, deſerve 
| O 2 everlaſting 
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everlaſting perdition: And O the Myſtery of Di- 
vine Love! There is a Saviour provided for 
Mankind; but none for fallen Angels! Here is 
good news for the wilt of men: Feſtes is aſcend: 
ed ip on high, and hath led captivity captiwe; II- 
« has received gifts for men, yea even for the rebcl- 
„ lions.“ Jeſus, with all his Benefits is diſplayed 
before us. For This is a faithful ſaying, and qvor- 
„ thyof all acceptation, that Jesus CHRIST came into 
& the <corld to ſave finners; even the curer !” Can 
you then reſiſt ſuch Love, and withſtand ſuch hea- 
venly goodneſs ? —It was an affecting thought of Mr. 
Calvin, when he ſaid . Fz/iice came with a drawn 
„% ſword, crying out, Damm the Sinner! But 
«© Fesvs ſtept forward, and ſaid, ** Le the Blow fall 
% zpor my guiltle/s Bead! — Our fins had raiſed a 
dreadful tempeſt, which threatened to drown us in 
eternal mifery, but the bleſſed Jesvs took our na- 
ture upon him, and was content to be caſt into the 
Sea like Jonah, to appeaſe the Storm of divine 
wrath.—So rich is His grace, and ſo mighty is Hi 
arm, that he can fave to the uttermoſt all that come 
unto God by him !— 


But this reminds me of the 14 Propoſition, 
namely, 


That Chriſt is the Strong-Hold for Sinners to fly 
unto, 


This blefſed Redeemer is ſet forth, in Scripture, 
in the glory of his Perſon, Offices, and Charac- W 
ters; thereby maniſeſting his Power, Willingneis, 


and Suitableneſs to ſave us, —He is repreſented a ® 
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%% \ Surety, —2 Saviour, — a Prophet, —Pricft and 
% King,—a Counſellor, —a Friend, —a Phyſician, —a 
« Menger, —a Shepherd, and the Light of the 
% avorld.”— The Scriptures have alſo given us the 
moſt amiable and inſtructive views of CEnRIST, as 
our ** Refuge, —and Strong Toter; and in the 
Text, as a *©* Strong-hold, or Fortreſs.” — Which was 
typified by the cities of Refuge, whither the Mau- 


Can layer fled, and was ſafe, —One of the names of 
1ea- thoſe cities was Bezer, which ſignifies a Fortreſs, or a 
Mr. Strong- hold, and comes from the ſame root in the 
aun Hebrew, as the word in the Text, which ſigniſies 
But a t rong- Holl, whereunto thoſe might flee who had 
Fall no might to withſtand their enemies: and there- 
ſed a fore it is a beautiful, {ignificant Image, which ex- 
1s in preſſes in one word the certain, immediate ſalvation 
na- which the Priſoners of Hope obtain by turning unto 
) the the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

2 | The ſoul that flies by faith to Chriſt, and takes 
— ſanctuary under the precious Blood of Atonement, 


is ſecured from the moſt formidable of all Ene- 
mies: — This is a ſecurity from all the Wrath due 
to fin, and from every accuſation that Satan can 
ſuggeſt.— To all that believe in JEs us, ſhall be ful- 


6 iniguity of Jacob ſhall be ſought for, there ſhall be 


% found. 


pture, | | 
harac- Come, ye priſoners, this day, — Come, all ye 
7 Hearers,—Fix your thoughts upon the glorious Per- 
teu 3 


ſon to whom you are ſo preſſingly invited, by the 
| 0 z | 
fer. I. 20. 


filled what was ſpoken by the Prophet, When the 


% none; and the fins of Judah, they fball not be 
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beautiful compariſon in the Text! — May Gop 


give you, this day, to row what it is 1 turn to this 
Strong · old for Safety — 


When Soldiers flee from a victorious army, if 
they could be admitted into an impregnable Caſtle, 
whoſe walls were harder than Braß, firmer than 
Adamant, and whoſe amazing Strength was capable 
of reſiſting all the arts and force of War. Would 
they not baniſh all their fears and repoſe themſelves 
in perfect tranquility ? would they not laugh at the 
efforts of their Enemy to deſtroy them? or bein 
the leaſt terrified at their brandiſhing ſwords or 
thundering Cannon? Abundantly more ſafe from 
danger are thoſe fouls, who flee by faith to Jesvus, 
and make nis death and atonement their Strong-hold ! 
Every believing ſinner, who by faith has fled to 
this Tower of Salvation, may ſay to himſelf, My 


4% Soul, take courage! All thy guilt is laid upon 


4% thy Lord, and puniſhed in thy Surety :—The 
4 flaming ſword of Fuflice is returned to its ſheath, 

4% having received ul ſatisſaction from the Ser- 
4e ig oft CurisT :—The ce of a violated Law 
«© has been executed to the utmo/? upon the perſon of 
© the Lord Tyy REDEEMER ! — “ Por Chrift has 
« redeemed us from the curſe of the Law, being made 


80 4 caſe for us." 


The ſouls that abide in CHRIST, . ſhall dwell on 
high,” beyond the rage of the old ſerpent : ** The 
& place of our defence ſhall be the munition of Rocks,” 
ſays the evangelical Prophet; a Defence, againſt 
which, all the aſſaults of Earth and Hell ſhall never 


be 
+ Gal. iii, 13, f Ifaiah xxil. 2. 
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be able to prevail The ſame Prophet ſtiles CR 18 
as ** @ covert from the tempeſt,” as a man, (that is, 
the Gop-Man ChRISTH IESsUSs,) who ** Hall be an 
% hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the 
© Tempeft /”*—What ſtorm can be ſo dreadful as the 
wrath of God, poured out upon a guilty ſinner ? 
What Tempeſt can be ſo dreadful as the ETERNAL 
VENGEANCE of the Almighty poured out upon a 
ſinful, impenitent ſoul? to both of theſe we are ex- 
poſed, but Chriſt's merits and righteouſnrſs are the 


Covert ; He is the hiding-place, whither we are invi- 


ted to flee for ſhelter, and it is only there we ſhall be 
ſafe, He is our frong-hold; and, bleſſed be God, 
the Door ſtands wide open for the wile, for the guilty 
to enter in. Here is a free acceſs for ALL. ** Come 
© znto me, (ſaith the compaſſionate Redeemer,) al 
je that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give 
you Reft Tou are not only allowed, but invited, 
yea, we are commanded to enter in and enjoy his 
protection. 


So wonderful is the conſtitution of the Mediator's 
office, ſo perfect the work that he accompliſhed in. 
the days of his fleſh, that he is able and ævilling to 
ſave every priſoner that turns unto him.—All that are 
enabled to come to Chriſt for Refuge, are /afe from 
vindiftive Fuftice, which is fully ſatisfied by the 

righteouſneſs and atoning ſacrifice of Himfelf, They 
are /afe from the curſe and condemnation of the 
; Law; ſafe from all their fins, and the ſad effects of 
them; /afe from the guilt of fin ; and all obligation 
to puniſhment on its account; /afe, from the Devil 
and 


* 


1 SERM. 5. 
and all their enemies, whoſe power cannot hurt them 
notwithſtanding all their malice : They ſhall be ſafe, 
from everlaſting deſtruction; and the Second Deat/ 
ſhall have no power over them.—If you are of that 
happy number, you ſhall find CuRIS to be a fron 

Habitation, where you may dwell fafely, pleaſantly 

and comfortably, and enjoy plenty of all good 
things! For To-day, faith the Lord, do I declare, 1 
<«< qvill render unto thee double.” —— As if he had 
faid, ** Ye afflifed, condemned Sinners! Turn to 
«© me, that I may fave you; and you ſhall be ſo far 
„% from finding yourſelves diſappointed in your 
4% hopes, that I will exceed your higheſt expecta- 
&« tions: I will multiply Bleſſings upon you: you 
% ſhall enjoy fulne/5 of Peace, plenty of Bleſſings, abun. 
« dance of grace, a large meaſure :” For fo the 
word double is often to be underſtood in the Scripture 
dialect. 


But it is time to come to the Application, which 
1 ſhall do, | 

1. By way of Examination. 

„Eæamine your ownſelves,” ſays the ſeraphic 
Apoſtle*, 


| Have yon turned to this Strong-hold? Have yu 
fled to Chriſt as your hiding-place ?—Many perhap 
will be ready to anſwer, ** We have.” — Are you 


ſure you have ?=A miſtake in this point is fatal 
And leſt any of you ſhould deceive yourſelves, I wil 
give you a Touchſfone whereby you may try your Yi 


rits, and pronounce aright concerning your ſtate. 
1. 1 
* 2 Cor, xiii. 5. 
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1. If you have turned to this Strong - hold, you have 
had a deep conwiction of your great /inſulneſs :—Of 
your finful nature, and your finful practice; and 


that you are gone aſtray from God. Have you been 


made ſenſible that the deepeſt Hell is your deſerved 
portion? Have you been convinced that ore tranſ- 
greſſion deſerves Hell? How much more then, 
muſt many thouſands of millions, numberle/s multi- 
tudes of provocations deſerve it? if you have not 
been convinced of theſe moſt alarming but certain 
Truths, if you have not been touched with a ſenſe 
of your extreme guilt and undone ſtate, —you have 


"reaſon to fear that you are yet in your fins, and 


have never applied to Chriſt in a right manner,— 
Sinners will never leave their evil courſe, till they 
ſee plainly that it leads docun to the chambers of death, 
— They will never leave their ſinful courſe, till 
they are brought to feel an ab/olute, VA. ug, ck 
of their fleeing from the wrath to come / 


If God ſhould be pleaſed to open the Eyes of un- 
converted finners this day, O what ſtrange, unex- 
pected and aſtoniſhing views will open before you, 
concerning your preſent ſtate ! To your ſurprize, 
O ſinners, you will ſee that you have lived ſo 
many Months and Years in the world, without ſo 
much as once earneſtly attempting that work, which 
is the great Bu/ine/5 of your life! You will ſee that 
your hope of Heaven, in your preſent condition, 
is but a delufive dream; and that you are every 
moment in the utmoſt danger of ſinking into the 
depth of miſery, under the wrath of an offended 


'God!—You would ſee what plain and reaſonable 


dutics 
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duties you have neglected both towards God and 
man :—you would fee, what a large train of known, 
wilful fins you have obſtinately perſiſted in! Vou 
would alſo ſee how criminally deficient you have 
been in thoſe duties which you have cxternally per- 
formed. That even your good actions have not pro- 
ceeded from good principles and ends ; namely, the 
Love of Chrift and a regard to his authority; but 
from leo, mercenary views. — There are many 
who abſtain from acts of fin, not out of regard to 
God and his commands, but becauſe they have no 
temptation to it; or perhaps it would hurt their cha- 
rater before men, or injure their temporal intereft,— 


Again, This turning to CHRIST, as the Strong - Hold, 
includes a full conviction that you have not fuck 
good hearts as many flatter themſelves they poſſeſs; 
No: you find you have one deceitful and deſperately 
wicked :—deſtitute by nature of the graces of the 
Spirit ; totally devoid of true Faith, Love, Re- 
pentance, and-full of Pride, Hypocriſy, Ignorance, 
Hardneſs, and Diſaffection towards God ;—tuall of 
Unbelief, Earthly-mindedneſs, Senſuality, ſordid 
and wicked Luſts, and an endleſs variety of Evils 
too numerous to be repeated. If you and I believe 
the plaineſt declarations of the word of God, or 
the unanimous teſtimony of all, in every age, who 
have had their eyes open to ſee themſelves, and 
have been taught the mortifying ſcience of Selt- 


knowledge, We are too ſadly convinced This is 


really the caſe. 


Wr cannot open your underſtanding, to ſee your 
guilt and danger; could we do this a grand point 
: would 


CCC 
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would be gained :—but alas! people will not be- 

lieve that they are fo guilty, ſo vile, and ſo cor- 

rupt, —Hence it is, that the Goſpel, which is a 

Religion for /e/f-condemned, broken-hearted ſinners, 

appears an idle tale, or a vain ſpeculation to many ; 

and to invite them to come to Fe/us Chrift as their 

ſure Refuge and Fortreſs, ſounds the ſame as to in- 

vite the whole to come to a Phyfician. — Hence 

it is that people chatter over the Church-ſervice, ſay- 

ing, The Remembrance of our fins is grievous and 
e the burden of them ixtolerable, without the 

leaſt heart-feeling ſenſe of what they ſay; and 

thus with Ephraim, they encompaſs God with lies !— 

Were they truly ſenſible of this confeſſion, they 

would repeat the words in a very different temper - 
than they uſually do. If it ſhould pleaſe God to 

bring any poor ſinner this Day from the darkneſs 

of a natural ſtate into Cun1sT's marvelous light, He 

— would ſee the exceeding finſulneſs of fin :—He would 

ſee it, not that harmleſs, innocent, indifferent thing, 

that foible he once conſidered it; but, as it is indeed, 

d the moſt abominable thing, the moſt terrible, baſe, 


ls malignant Evil upon Earth, or in Hell. 

e 

vu Such as are truly turned unto Chriſt as the Strong- 

5 hold, have been led in ſome meaſure to ſee the Ma- 

14 jeſty, Excellency, Holineſs, Juſtice and Goodneſs 

1. of God, —and the Purity of his Law: They are led 

* to ſee their obligations to him as their Creator, Pre- 
ſerver, and Bene factor — Vou would ſee the aggra- 

vated baſene/s, ingratitude, rebellion, and impiety of 
zur 


having lived ſo many years in the wilful breach of 
ſuch ſingular obligations. The language of thy 
| at heart 


(1566) | SERM. 5. 
heart, O Sinner, would then be, what ſhall I do 
©. to be ſaved Il ſee I am upon the brink of ruin; 


Al ſee I have been, all my life, a ſelf-deceived k 
& ignorant wretch !—I never thought, till now, \ 
that I was ſuch a monſter of wickedneſs. —But 1 
& now I ſee it. I flattered myſelf that my ſtate was x 
„ evell enough : But O dreadful Self-flattery [!—Ts FO 
„ there a poſſibility of eſcape, for ſuch a con- * 
«© demned wretch as 1? Let me know what is ne- 1 


„ ceſſary, and I will attempt the thing though ever fa 


© ſodifficult, I will deny myſelt in any thing, if wi 
„ can but have my Sour. ſaved ! Y-Something gr 
like this muſt be your experience in this world ; or TY 
you are wndone — Think it not ſufficient to go to WM ed 
church, or meeting ſometimes, and ſay your pray- fer 
ers, (as you callit) in a cold, lifeleſs manner, — fett. 
« You muſt have Chriſt formed in your heart: — fir 
you muſt have his temper and diſpoſition. —Chr1iſ- ext 
tianity does not conſiſt in this or that form of du- 21 
ties, or to be of this or that Sect.— It does not con- offe 
fiſt in being Church-men or Diſſenters, but it conſiſts, upo 
in a Temper and Spirit of a growing Conformity to the) 
Jeſus Chriſt: —It is ** the kingdom of God BY by 
© within usf.“ It is an inward change wrought in vile 
the Soul by the Spirit of God; — A change whereby abſo 
we robo are by nature children of <wrath, do become Obe 
© thechildren of grace and are made partakers of the di- worl 


& wine nature} ; Therefore *tis repreſented to us, 
under the ſtrong image of a new creation, of a dead 
man being raiſed to life, or one awakened out of a | 
deep ſleep. —It is ſuch a change, that from being 
aliens and enemies, we become real hcirs and Friends. 
9 . 2. If 

+ Luke xvii* 20, 21. f Eph. ii. 3. 
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0 2. If you have turned unto Chriſt as your Strong - 
3 hold and Fortreſs, you have ſeen the neceſſity of 
d turning to him as your Saviour without delay, —— 
Vs What numbers of goſpel hearers-give way to a trif- 
25 ling temper in the affairs of their Souls! They 
BY will tell you that they intend to turn one time or 
1 another. — Look upon the Priſoners :—Suppoſe you 
* was to aſk them what are their thoughts about Eter- 
* nity? Do you think that they would anſwer and 
+a ſay, ***Tis time enough to think of that years hence,” 
| if when they are to die to-morrow ?—Would it not 
ng grieve you to the heart, to ſee a condemned crimi- 

or nal (inſtead of beftowing a thought upon his wretch- 
to ed ftate, or accepting the pardon that was freely of- 
ay- WW fered him) to ſpend the whole night in rattling his 
j_ fetters for his own and his fellow-priſoners diver- 
''—  fion, when the next morning he is to be dragg'd to 
uſ- execution? And is not this the caſe of thouſands 
 du- in our land? Are not Pardon and Salvation freely 
con- offered in the Goſpel ?—yet how many preſume 
fiſts, upon years to come, and trifle away their time, till 


ty to they are ſuddenly and unexpectedly ſnatched: away 
God Þ by death. But if you are truly ſenſible of your own 
ht in vileneſs and paſt diſaffection to God If you ſee the 
xreby IM abſolute neceſſity of turning to CurisT as your 
ecovie Covert from the florm that is coming upon a wicked 

world, you are come to this concluſion, 


& Tf I continue in my preſent ſtate and condition, 

+ Iam certainly loſt for ever! I ſhall as ſurely be 
in Hell in a little time, as I am v upon Earth! 
„he matter will admit of no debate /— What 
is to be done, muſt be done gricily | 
This 
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This, my Brethren, is a very alarming concluſion ! a 
—O when will the crowds of zaconverted ſinners f 
among us be brought to this !—=When.will you give 5 
over delays ?—** Now is the arceptel time: Now is 1 
the Day of Salvation.” Exery page in the Bible, 10 
and all things in Nature warn us to this. — What! D 
can you think that Preparation for Eternity may be * 
put off to ſome future time? — Dare you think ſo, * 
when you ſee ſo many young people ſeized with Pe 
lickneſs, and hurried to the grave in a few days ?— of 
Dear yYouxG People, Shall not theſe things fore- 4 
warn u- Will you dare go on thoughtleſly in 70 
ſin, while all things around you cry aloud, Terr ye, Rai 
Turn ye! Why will you die ?—Will you—Dare you han 
take Damnation by force F=) may the Spirit of w. 
Gop ſet the Word home upon your hearts Car 
3. If you have turned to Jesvs CurisT as your ble 
$trong-Hold, you have ſeen that nothing but \ 
CHRIST and his precious Blood,. nothing but CarisrT Ere 
and his glorious Rightrou/n;ſf5 can be your Tecurity « þ 
itrom eternal Vengeance !—You have been conwn- « 
ced, that thouſands of Rams, and ten thouſand Rivers « n. 


of oil could never atone for _your iniquities! That 
no tears, confeſſion or amendment, (though pro- 
per evidences of repentance) can expiate your 


Sins? that nothing ſhort of the ſacrifice of the T1 
Body of Car1sr can make your peace with God :— CHR 
Ain! ' Hape 
If you have been taught the abſolute i»/zficicncy WE Blood 
of every remedy, ſave ozly the meritorious ſufferings and e 


of the adorable. IEsus, then this is an evidence that 
| you have fled to Him as your Refuge and Strong- 
| bold 


Seu. 5. (6160 } 

hold. — Bring yourſelves therefore, to this infallible 
Teſt: Have you a ſuperlative eſteem for Chriſt ? 
Lo them that believe he is truly precious.—O ye pri- 
ſoners! And all that are preſent this day !—ls 
Chrift and his Salvation the thing that you long 
tor? Is He to your fouls as the Pearl of great price? 
Do you account all things but boſs in compariſon of 
Him? ls it the whole bent of your ſoul, that you 
may vin him, and be found in him? If this is not 
the bias of your Heart; If IEsus is not the object 
of your truſt, I dare not flatter you :—Your hopes 
are vain! You have not yet fled to CurisT as 
vous Strong-Held: — All tie curſes of the divine Law 
ſtand charged and pointed full againſt you. You 
have no ſecurity againſt the thunderbolts of divine 
Wrath! Can you hear this, and be znconcerned ?— 
Can you liſten to this awful warning, and be inſen fi 


ble ? 

our 

but Methinks I hear ſome poor Sinners ſaying, 
IST Erery one for himſelf :;—** I am a poor guilty, 
rity e helpleſs creature! — I am a polluted, loathſome 
vin- „% wretch !—I am a perver/e, depraved Rebel; by 
vers © nature and practice a damnable ſinner— What 
That © can I—what h I do?” Is this the language 


of Jour Hearts, ye Priſoncrs ? 


Then with chearfulneſs I direct you to JESUS 
CHRIST.—Turn to this Strong-hold, ye Priſoners of 


Blood !—Behold the Lamb of God, full of grace 
and truth !-—He has rightecuſne/s and A rength to help 
you. Come to Je u Chriff, who made the world; 
trong* 2 46 Ixs vs, 
vi 


' 
„ 
1 
< 
= 
1 
- N 
© 5 
1 
5 
$4. 
* 
.. 
., 
1 
4 
=> 
+ =” 
+4 
A H 
fa 
þ. 
+ 
7s. 
#l 
. 
5 1 
N 
1 
. 
* 
7 
« a i 
1 C 
1 
1 
1 N 
* v 
$ | 
\ * 
+ = 
: 
1 
E &f? 
i= 
: 18 
o 


8 Hope — Come under the covert of his atoning 


- — 22 
- cow — : 


— — Dro 
f I 2 


(160) Sun. 5. 8 


AIs vs, whom all the inhabitants of heaven adore, 
He, who is GOD equal with the Father, came from 


the manſions of bliſs, on purpoſe to ſave ſuch as 1 
You, and ME!]! He gave himſelf for 26 /—Return- 
ing ſinners cannot periſh, who have ſuch a divine T 
Ranſom.—You that come to him as your Saviour, T 
and ffrong hold cannot periſh, you cannot come into + 
condemnation, for you have the blood, not of ten 4 
thouſand ſacrifices, - not the merits of myriads of an 
angels; but the Blood and Merits of IEUOVAn for tai 
your propitiation, Hear his bleſſed words, Ho- tha 
« forever will, let him take of the waters of life FREE- ſay: 
% LYf.” It is not ſaid, ** is, or that perſon''— « 
but *©* auboſoever!” including all ſorts—excluding &« n 
no individual, man or woman : It is not faid ** 4yho- Wt « 
Mp ** ſoever is evorthy;”* but whoſoever is willing!” « 
— * „Mia Thou be made whole ? ſaid our Lord to the « „ 
fick man at the pool of Betheſda,—and He put the « f. 
very ſame queſtion to you this day: Will ven be « f 
% made whole? Will yox inherit grace and glory ? « 1 
% Will on accept of pardon ?* Then“ Take of the li. 
4% waters of life freely.” Receive HI as the Loy, « 
YOUR RiGHTEOUSNESS. Receive Hin as your « C0 
Prophet, Prieft and King; as your Mediator and I- "70, 
terctſſor :—Look unto Chrift as dying, that you may 
live ;—Look to him by faith, as the Thief looked He 
towards him and was ſaved-— This will adminiſter «K,, 
to you Peace of conſcience, and joy in the Holy felloy 
Ghoſt ;—This will produce love to God and his cord, 
ways, and true repentance, and true hatred to all nour 
your former tranſgreſſions.— All theſe bleſſings are 1 7: 
to be had FREELY, avithout money and <vithout price. by ea 


T hete 
+ Rev, xii, I 7% ; 


® D2 & ow 


SER NM. 5. (61619) : 


» — Theſe are Vcely offered to the loff,—the condem- 
n neil, — the guilty and undone | 

8 

[= Hear another of our Lord's generous invitations ! 
e « Come unto mr, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, 
r, „% and Iwill give you reſi, 

to 

en Come, you that are overwhelmed with iniquity, 
of and your fins ready to preſs you down, like moun- 
or tains of lead, to the loweſt hell! Even unto you, 
hoe that are ready to ſay, ** There &s no Hope. our Lord 
E- ſays, Come unto me, who am ALMIGHTY to 
— * fave, and I will give you reſt from the condem- 
ing ning ſentence of the Law; Come to me, and I 
bo- will give you the enjoyment of peace with God, 
2 hs and peace in your own conſciences ;—Come to 
the WE ** me, and I will cleanſe you in my Blood, and 


the © fanctiſy you by my Spirit :—And %, ſhall be 
be * ſpeedily done.“ — He does not ſay,—“ Furniſh 


ry ? ** yourſelves with this or that recommending qua- 
f the iy or accompliſhment, and then come ;”—bur, 
>RD, “ Come as you are, poor, undone and guilty :— 
your WW Come to me for pardon and recovery, / well give 
| Ju- * you life, and give it more abundantly,'——— 

may , Ms 
oked BR Hear a third gracious word: ** He that cometh 
niſter “ unte me I zuill in no wiſe caft out. Come, my 
Holy {Ml fellow-finners, and ye Priſoners! Believe this re- 
d his cord, and ſet to your ſeals that God is true. — Ho- 


Inour his word of promiſe which cannot le. — Belles. 
ig ia bim, is to come to him. — Come to him then 
vy earneſt prayer and ſupplication.— The g great ne fs 
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* Nlatt. xi. 28. 
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( 162 )) Sen M. 6. 
and atrociouſneſs of your crimes, though theſe muſt 
be matters of deep humiliation, ſhould'not diſcou- 
rage you from truſting and believing in Him. The 
greater your danger, the more need you have to fly 
to the Strong-hold; and he hath declared, He that 
% cometh unto him, he will in no <wiſceaſt out,” and, 
although your iniquities be like crimſon for guilt, 
they ſhall be ite ike e. 


And now, Who among you will accept and em- 
brace theſe kind invitations ? Some here preſent have 
known the power of them upon their ſouls, the 
ſenſe of which hath often been cauſe of Joy to your 
hearts; but, I fear, there are too many here, who 
know them not, and therefore ſet no value upon 
them, nor upon their own ſouls :—and my work, 
this day, lies chiefly with you : For, knowing the ter- 
rors of” the Lord, I am confirained to perſuade you 
fain would I make uſe of every argument, to bring 
you to be iz earneft about the ſalvation of your ſouls : 
—But I am in Feremia/'s perplexity.—** To whom 
„Hall I ſpeak and give warning that they may hear? 
Shall I ſpeak to men of hurry and buſineſs? Alas! 
they have zo time to mind ſuch a rifle as the Soul, 
that immortal Principle that ſhall never die !—Shall 
I ſpeak to men of wealth and character? They 
think the buſineſs of religion is bexeath their notice; 
—they are willing to leave hi to the vun r Herd: 
— What ! ſhall a rich man cry for converting grace? 
That would be a ſtrange fight, in our age, when 
by far the major part of Noblemen and Gentlemen, io 


called, think it an honour to be profane./—Shall I 
_ ſpeak 


Sen x. 5. ( t63 ) 


| ſpeak to the aged? Wo is me! Many of zheſ+ by 
1- a long courſe of ſinning are ſo ſtupid, that they do 
ie not like to or a word or As unto God. 
of Shall I ſpeak to you. young people, in the name of 
d, theſe two ng convidts under ſentence of death 
It, Alas young people are too merry, too gay to think 
upon any thing ſo ſerious as Religion — And will 
you fet at nought my meſſage? Will you put of the 
n- work of 7. urning to the Lord — Vet remember how- 
ve ever you may put ze off, and the meſſage J deliver, 
he J aſſure you, you cannot put off fckne/5,—you can- 
ur not put off DEATH, - you cannot put off judgment ! 
ho —and if you continue in your fin, you cannot put 
on off Hell and damnation— But to whom ſhall I turn? 
TK, I will turn towards you the poor PRTSoNERS, who: 
er- are to die to-morrow / Melting thought! I hope 
7 your ſname, your tears and bluſhings, are the ex- 
ing preſſions of peuitential ſorrow for your ſins:— I am 
ls: diftreft for vou: — If Tears could relieve you, you 
hom ſhould have plenty of them: But fhall I not find 
+3 in you a- willingneſs, this day, to turn to the 
las ! STRONG-HOLD, as PrISONERS of Hops ?—T will 
ol, not upbraid you with your wickedneſs againſt the 
hall community in wronging your fellow-creatures ;— 
hey You have been very defirous of a reprieve ;—but, it 
ice; ſeems, "that mf? not be ;—Your doom is fixed, — 
erd : But are you willing to turn to the Lord with all 
ace! your hearts ?——As I have been explaining to you, 
hen Ixsus's name is a Srrong- hold. Have you been as 
„ io earneſt in praying to God, as you have been in 
all! ſeeking a pardon from the King of great Britain? 
ſpeak Have your fins againſt God grieved you fo much as 


your 


„ Sas. 5. 
your confinement and fetters? Do you prize the 
ſalvation of your Souls, as much as you do your 
natural lite which you are ſhortly to loſe ? —1 ſhall 
conclude this diſcourſe by a few advices to you, 
which I beg, for God's ſake, and for your own ſouls 
ſake you would give room in Jus thoughts. 


1. As ſoon as you retire to the priſon 8 your 
cells, Believe, as an undoubted truth, that it is im- 
poſſible for you to go to heaven in an enconverted 
ſtate, This you knew I have explained to you in 
private, and it is the ſubſtance of what you have now 
been hearing, None but Cuz1sT can ſave you. 


2, Beg of God to give you a lively ſenſe and 
fight of „in, as it is againſt a holy Gop.—Till you 
are weary and heavy-laden, and pricked to the heart 
with a ſenſe of the damning nature of fin, you will 
not prize CynrsT as your Refuge. 


3. Meditate bow numerout your fins have been! 
The number of David's ſins made him cry out 
„% pon the multitude of God's tender mercics.“ 


4. Meditate on the diert of your fins : They cry 
to heaven for vengeance; the due wages of fin is 
death and damnation. Med'tate upon the. defor- 
mity and defilement of ſin: It is the very image 
and likeneſs of the Devil. 


5. Meditate upon the fins of your nature as well 
as pract ce; your ovtrrard fins are but the effects of 
fin and ee in your heart : Strive to affect your 
heart with the due ſenſe of your miſery. 


* 
T 


' 6 Settle 


| SEN M. 5. ( 65 ) 


6. Settle it upon your heart, that you are utterly 
F unable to recover yourſelves without the /prrit of 
Gop; and keep in mind that God is more ready to 


% give you the help of his ſpirit than you are to aſk 
, it, Aft, and it hall be given you.” 

7. Fix it upon your heart that the way to be ſa- 
ur 


ved 1s by believing, truſting, and committing yourſelves 
* to Jeſus Chriſt. Faith ſhuts up the ſoul in Chriſt, 


ed as God ſhut up Noah in the Ark ;—Unbelef ſhuts a 
122 man out of Chriſt and his merits ;—ſhuts him up un- 
IW 


der guilt and wrath, ſo that there is no more poſſi- 
{ bility of eſcaping condemuation for an anbeliever, 
nq It tban for one to eſcape burning that is ſhut up in a 
on fery oven.—Suppoſe, you that are ſentenced to die, 
if the Judge had offered your lives to yon upon 
vin reading a fp/alm of mercy, and if you obſtinately 

$ would not read a pfalm, it may be ſaid that your 

not reading the pſalm hangs you. —Remember that 
n! [WE the promiſe of the Goſpel is this Pjabu of mercy, 
out ; which God offers in his Son to Law-condemned ſin- 

ners and to You ;—Believing is the reading of this 
pfalm: if you believe not, and turn not to CyrtsT 
Jas your S:rong-hcld and Refuge, you muſt go to hell 
bor your unbelief: For a diſcharge is freely offered 
to you if you receive Chriſt, 


s - 


* . 


One of you may reply, I cannot read.” But 
if your life had been offered to you upon ſuch a 

well 4; 
I of eon ition, would you not have intreated ſome friend 


q teach you to read a verſe ?—Should you object, 
you cannot believe,“ a ſenſe of this would lead you 
| to 
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r SERM. 5, 
to proſtrate yourſelves before God, ſaying, ** Long 
« help me to believe; — Give me faith, Turn my heart 
« znto thee,” 


But I will enlarge no more at preſent, 


Depart then, and be impartial in the examination Q] 
| of yourſelves and truſt not to groundleſs hopes! Try 
| to recolle& what you have now heard, and I be- 
| ſeech the Father of our mercies to command a blef- — 
| ling upon the word, that you may indeed believe 
unto Righteonſneſs, unto Life, unto Salvation. — 
Thus will you glorify the ineffable goodnets of God, 
and the ineſtimable merits of Chriſt ;—Thus you a 
will find a ſure, a full, an inconceivable proviſion BWP tho 
made for your ſafety in Chriſt ;—and when your e 
preſent life is cut off, you will enter into that ever- eſt 
laſting R, „ qwhich remaineth for the people of 
God!” | | 
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SERMON VIX. 


on MON THE WAGES OF SIN. 
ry 
be- 


RoM. vi. 23. 


For the Wages of Sin is Death : but 


den be Gift of God is eternal Life, through 
bs Lela, Chrift our Lord. 


IF Stand here, this day, to ſpeak to you in the name 
$ of two dying criminals :—Nay, which is of 
greater importance—l ſtand here to ſpeak to you 

in the name of the living God! 


The firſt part of the words which I have read to 
oa may be compared to a death-warrant, which 
j xeaks terror and death: The <vage; of fir is death.” 

Poor Wages, that a man cannot live by! The 
1 tter part of the text is like a pardon preſented by 
Wc Royal hand ;—The gift of God is eternal life, thro? 
; ſus Chriſt or Lord.“ In the firſt part we may 
Hain where we ought to lay the blame of all our 
_ troubles 


g * Preached near the Gallows, when John Beamont and Ain 
: iehp le were execute l, in April, 1771. 


— 


BY 9 Senn. 6, | 


| troubles and miſeries. Here we may learn the true 
"cauſe of the everlaſting deſtruction of impenitent 
Sinners. in is the parent of /orroww and dir; 
it is the parent of death and Hell. — He that loveth 
fin, chooſeth death, and deſtroyeth his own ſoul.— 
We commonly find mankind ready to lament over 
ſome great calamity or great miſery which hath be. 
fallen them; but that is looking to the efe# with- 
out examining the cauſe: We ſhould dig deeper, 
and lay to heart the cane, the procurer of miſery ; 
Fs and that is SIN. 


As we are circumſcribed as to time, I muſt de- 
b cline the thought of examining the connexion our 
Text has with the preceding verſes : T ſhall 
therefore crave the attention of this great multitude 
| whilit I ſhew, | 


I. That Death is the wages of Sin. 


II. That although Death is the wages of Sin, 
yet that mankind are extreme lovers of Sin. 


III. That Gop gives eternal life to all returning 


IV. That this gift of ceernal life is through J 
Chriſt our Lord. : 


And then apply. 


9 Ge 
I. I am to ſhew, that Death is the wages Y ©* 7, 
I apprehend that this Death includes 10 it, ſpire 3 er 
| . indt 
tual, natural, and eternal Death, ö 
| Z CClle; 


1 ' I 4 


b, : Senn. 6. ( 169 ) 


on the other two. The apoſtle Paul aſſures us, that 
% Mankind are dead in tre/paſſes and fins *: He 
makes uſe of the term dead,” as a ſtrong meta- 
phor, to ſet forth the amazing /upidity, blindneſs, 


darkneſ;, and Iifleſre/s of the Sour, reſpecting 
Gop and /þ:ritual concerns. 


Look upon the inhabitants of the earth around 
you: From whence is it that there is ſuch ſtillneſs 
and ſilence about Bible-reli/gion among people ?— 
From whence comes that frpor and careleſſueſs about 
eternal things? From whence that total nezle# of 
God, and inſenfibility of Spirit under his diſpenſati- 
ons? Conũder the excellency of the Great Gon : 
He is the Sum- total of all happineſs, - the great Ori- 
ginal of all Perfections !—l1s he not then, infinitely 
worthy of all the adorations of his creatures? Is he 


not deſerving of our moſt intenſe thoughts, and our 


Sin, moſt ardent affections? He is full of goodneſs and 
grace, as well as of juſtice and truth. If the preſence 
of a great and good Kix ſtrikes reverence, — IF 
the eye of a Judge ſtrikes awe in a criminal, —urely 
we ſhould fear the Lorv always; for we are fur- 
_ rounded with his Omzipreſence: He inſpects into 
our moſt ſecret thoughts and actions, and pervades 
the inmoſt receſſes of our ſouls, 


Soy is an unbounded Ocean of all happineſs ; 
n His favour is life,” He only is the complete 
portion of an immortal Soul, —But, how few are 
8 mindful of him! How few are ftruck with his ex- 
8 ccllency ! © The Lord boked down from heaven bon 
: CE. the 
* Eph. ii. 2. 
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1. It includes in it, ritual death; which brings 
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( 170 | SERM, 6, 
te the children of men, to ſee if there were any that did 
« wnderftand, that did ſeck after God. Every one of 
«6 them is gone back, they are altogether become filthy ; 
«6 there is none that docth good, no not one.. This is 
a juſt deſcription of every unconverted perſon, 
Mankind are often affected with what they ſee in 
one another; Power commands, Beauty charms, — 
and judicial as - ſtrike terror; but alas, how 


many are ſtruck with theſe things, who are yet un- 
mindful of God !—— 


Turn your thoughts, to what paſſes in your own 
breaſts: Are you not conſcious, that though you 
Have affections for outward objects and are eaſily 
moved by them, yet, Is not the GREAT Gop, and 
the LovING REDEEMER, (who is znfinzcely lovely!) 
often out of your thoughts ?— 


I obſerve ſome here touched with compaſſion, who 
Med tears freely and ſeem much affected at ſeeing 
this young man and young woman leaning upon 
their coffins, who are ſhortly to ſuffer a ſhametul 
death :—And truly 'tis a moving, /hocking ſight ! 


But are there not many in this crowd, who have 
lived twenty or thirty years in the world, who ne- 
ver ſpent one hour in ſecretly lamenting and bewail. 
Ing their own fins againſt God ?—Perhaps there are 


ſome here preſent who never aſked /erioufly that 7 
queſtion, „at muſt I do to be ſaved ? “ How 8 ET 


<< ſhall I be delivered from the wrath to come ? ”'— 


In the things of this life, you can love what is ami. 
able,—and eagerly purſue earthly things without re- 
juctance, yet continue inſenſible of the greatneſs of 


God 


&* Pſalm lit, 2 


e Sri” ag, 


Own 
vou 
aſily 

and 


ly!) 


who 
>2CINS 
upon 
netul 
ut! 


have 
10 ne- 
ewail- 
re are 
y that 
6 How 
1 
is amis 
out re- 


: name ſhall we call this? 
; per than what the word of God calls it by, that 


v ſuſtains. 


Stn. 6. (294-3 

God and the worth of your Souls !—-Yonder Sun, 
which ſhines bright upon us has more admirers 
than the Gop that made it; though He is the un- 
created fountain of all Light! Kings and Minifters 
of State will be ſought unto, and have great homage 
paid them, but oh! how few applications are 
made to the KI NGO Kings ?—Search all the world 
over, and comparatively ſpeaking, you will find 
but little love of the heart, going forth after Gov. 
People indeed will now and then pay him the com- 
pliment of the knee, and make ule of a few formal 
words under the name of prayer, —but where is 
the hrart? where are the affections?— People will 
go to church or meeting, but how many are glad 
when the bleſſing is pronounced? They fly home 
and call up any fooliſh ſubje& to entertain them 
after, but the great God and his glory is neglected ! 
—Any news pleaſes moſt people better than /alva- 


| tion, —And the News-paper is preferred before the 


Scriptures! True, people will not /ay this: but let 
tale and practice prove the point.—In the name of 
the holy God, What is this that has ſeized the mind 
ol immortal creatures ?—Mankind—made for Eter- 
mty,—yet loath to think of that ſtate! by what 
I know of none more pro- 


is, Spiritual death ! 


2. Conſider the endearing Relations the great God 
He ſuſtains the dear Relation of a Father : 


He made us, and not we ourſilves. How many 
ways has he taken to make us dutiful and grateful ? 


He is the Father of our ſpirits, as well as the For- 


mer of our Bodies.” —Children, in their young 
neſs oi; 


God 


Q_2 and 


( 1792 ) | SERV. 6. 


and helpleſs years, are fond of their parents; Their 85 
little hearts beat with a thouſand grateful ſenſations de- 
towards them: They long to ſec, and love to be * 
abi th them, and fly to them on every appearance of * 
danger. — But if God be our FATHER, where is his OY 
Honour? where are our filial and child-like Net, 
Tempers ? It is but a. little time ſince we came = 
from his kind hand, yet how have we forgotten. CON 
him! How few ſhew a real heart - affection for him! * 
Many perſons hearts are dead towards him, and was: 
they behave as if there was no ſuch a being, and 

How ſurprifingly different is the conduct of mul- " 
titudes towards God, from that of their behaviour Tu 
towards an earthly parent! Nature works ſtrong BW Rea 


towards them; but dall and dead towards God : — big 
and why? becauſe this ſpiritual death has ſpread Wt yea 
itſelf over the whole Soul, —As a king, we owe al- bim 


tegiance to him: As a Law-giver, his law ſhould Her 
be the rule of our conduct. Were there ever Laws Wt Lor 
ſo excellent as his? — yet, how are they violated ” WF cou 
Did ever a criminal treat his judge, as finncrs treat thin 
Gop? He is our guardian and deliverer: From Pail 
how many dangers have we been preſerved ? dan- F ehat 
gers, diſtreſſes, and death ſurround us, in every 8 San 
age and place :—The air, earth, water and fire, fort, 
are filled with numberleſs principles of pain and 5 coc 
death: —Calamities and ſickneſſes of various ſorts 1 /e. 
ſwarm around, and lay in ambuſh ; and yet God hath the | 
preſerved us;—Yea, when ſickneſs has overtaken Wer 
and death came nigh us, He hath ſuddenly. relieved JED 
us !—Now, one would think theſe very conſidera- N 
tions would be enough to knit our hearts to him for Allo: 
ever, If a ſriend had helped us and ſaved us from * f 


death 
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death, we ſhould think of him often; But the 
great God, who has performed all things for us, is 
neglected /— Though we have rebelled anf him, 
and deſerve his vengcauce, yet we have received 
unnumbered Bleſſings from him :—yea, the liſt is 
endleſs, and it will be the happy employ of true 
converts, to all eternity, to recollect and enume- 
rate them !—How is it, then, that Gop is not 
more in our thoughts? How is it, that we receive 
and love the gifts, and forget the bountiful GryeR ? 


—But what is ſtill 72fx/tely more tranſcendent !— 
Turn your thoughts to the glorious bleſſings of 


| Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, who came from the 


higheſt heaven, gave up himſelf to three and thirty 
years of the moiſt humble abaſement,—yea gave up 
himfelf to death and the agonies of crucifixion !— 


| Herewe may be non - plus ! Here was unprecedented 


Love and Grace! unparallelled compaſſion O that I 


could fay ſomething becoming this Love !—Some- 
| thing that might do honour to it! This love ſur- 
Paſſes all deſcription and all knowledge !—He pur- 
ehaſed Pardon for the guilty ;— Rae ion, for 
Laves :—Righteouſneſs, for the condemned; - Com- 
; fort, for mourners; —opened a door of Hope, for 
: condemned dying malefaffors ;—ÞProteftion, tor the 
& >:iple/s :—Strength for the avrat — Happineſs, for, 
che heirs of Hell: —unſearchable Riches, for the; 
3 Wa the poor, the blind, and naked ! 


We are allowed to aſk for all theſe bleſſings.— 


= 4lowed, did I ſay ? give me back that word! You 
are ee invited and intreated to come to him 


for the ſupply of all your wants. A, and it /hall 
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„ Str. 6 g 
& begiven you ;—Seek, and yon. ſhall find,” is the voice { 
« of Heaven! He is more ready to give, than t 
we are to aſk. —And pray, What reception do all 1 
theſe things meet with ? It is enough to make fi 
one tremble to hear it They are de/pi/ed by num- 2 
bers, and rejected by multitudes !—Inſtead of be- v 
ing melted and tranſported with the News, Sin- F 
ners are often unmoved at the hearing of it, and : 
fay in their hearts, ***Tis time enough to think of = 
<< theſe things hereafter, — Ve will hear of this at a 
© a more convenient ſeaſon ! — Well may this apoſ- % 
racy of our nature be called Siritual death. — Shame BW - | 
on the wretch that made the firſt panegyric on the WM 


dignity of hnman nature, fince the time ſin entered 
Into the world ! Let no owe ſay in his heart, WM 
„This is only the character of /ome, ” —An impar- 574 
tial judge will affirm this is the character of ALL, WM 
by nature, till the grace of Gop renews the heart. 2 
Only make an allowance for ſome accidental diffe- uni 
rence of climate, conſtitution, taſte and education, },» 
and you will find that all are earthly, /enſual and WF the 
« deviliſhS;” as if they were all caſt in one b enwy 
mould. Thouſands, indeed, boaſt of the goods, able, 
of their hearts, when they are entirely ignorant of whe! 
the deceirfulneſs thereof, and their own deſperate WM wa, 
wickedneſs. — With the Phariſees they ſhut their Whit, 
eyes againſt the /ight which would ſhew the del- 5 


\ 


tractive nature of the love of the world, the thirſt Ar 
of praiſe, —the fear of men,—the love of eaſe, Meer, 
ſloth, ſenſuality, —indevotion, —ſelf- righteouſneſs, 
— diſcontent, — impatience, — ſelfiſhneſs, — carnal , 2 
| 225 ſecurity | ca 
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ſecurity, — unbelief, — hardneſs of heart, and a 1 
thouſand other ſpiritual evils :—Some of theſe are 1 


all hid ſecretly, and are ſcarcely known till they are 4 
ke fired with the ſpark of ſuitable temptation. Where q 
m- is the Face that never betrayed daring in/olence ? [| 
be- Where the Cheek that never manifeſted concealed 

2 guilt by an involuntary bluſh * Where is the Neck 

ind 


that never was ſtretched out in Pride, Ambition, and. 
vain confidence? Where the Zye that never caſt a: 
diſdainful, a malignant, or a wanton look? Where 


of 
at 


poſ- 1s the Ear that evil curioſcty never opened ro frothy, 
ame ; Joe or defaming diſcourſe? Where the Tongue that 
the was never tainted with zn-edifving, fa!ſc, indecent or- 
ered wncharitable language? Where are the men and wo- 
eart, men, whoſe Palate was never the feat of luxurious: 
par- indulgence ? Or the Throat, that was never the chan» 


ALL, We xc of exceſs? Where are the Hands that never. 
art. plucked or touched the forbidden fruit, or the Peet. 
diffe- which never moved in the downward road of / and. 
tion, Lell? Where is the Beſom that never headed under. 
1 and the dreadful working of anger, malice, hatred or: 
1 one BY cn Where is the Face, though ever ſo diſagree- 
10dnc/s WR able, that was never the 93je of fſelf-wor/hip ? or 
ant of 8 where the Body, however deformed, that never. 
perate Bi was ſet up as an 140 ” the fallen ſpirit that inha- 
t their bits it? 
he deſ- 


e chirſt And if this is the ſtate of mankind, is it any won- 
7 eaſe, der ? 
,uſneſs, 

n = That Natural death ſhould be a part of the 
— carn 55 wa WAFS of fin 9— 


ſecurity 
| Would 


( . ) - Ser, 6, 

Wonld my time admit, I might ſhew, that the 
various miſeries which have befallen nations and 
individuals, are all the bitter ts and ects, of 


An. — I might expatiate, how unhealthy and unfruit- 


ful ſeaſons, inundations, dreadful lightnings, ſtorms 
and tempeſts, —barren earth, thorns and thiſtles, 
with noxious weeds, are ſigns of the di/þ/ea/ure of 
Gop againſt a rebel avorld /—All the brute creation 


would be at peace with Man, if man had not fin- 


ned againſt Go. — Sin has opened all the flood- gates 
of natural evil, and brought in labour and forrow 
upon all the human race — A thouſand painful arts 
are invented to mitigate the manifold curſe, Which 
our diſobedience has brought upon us. 


Hark! Liſten to the /s of the afii Fed, —the 
moans of the diſcon/olate,—the complaints of the op- 
preſſed, —and the /hrieks of the tortured : Conſi- 
der the bodily imerfect ions of numbers ;— the de, 
the lind, the lame. Paſs on and obſerve the Tears 
of the diſappointed, — the ſorrows of the captiwes,.— 
the anxieties of the accuſed, the horrid fears of the 
guilty, —the errors of the condemned ; — Proceed for- 
ward to the mourn/ul rooms of the langui/ſhing, the 
eveariſome beds of the fick :—Paſs on to Hoſpitals, 
Infirmaries and Bedlams: — Take a turn through 
Fails; ſurvey Inquifitions :—In a word 


* 


View this place of execution: why is that fatal 
Tree erefed? For whom are theſe Coffins, on which 
1 ſtand, prepared? Are they made ready for the 
dead ?—No: For two young perſons, who are in 
full health, in the very bloom of youth, whom ye 
ſee in tears reclining upon theſe boxes, which 


will ſhortly contain their dead bodies 
. 
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What are all theſe ſhocking things? My Text 
will tell you: — They are the wages of fin Time: 
would fail me, to open the horrible proſpects of 
ruined cities and kingdoms ;—the calamities of awrecks- 
and freges—the horrors of ſea-fights, and bloody 
| frelds of battles; together with all the crimes, de- 
| waſtations and cravities which accompany revongey. 


q contention und war My dear hearers, all the mul- 
1 tiplied calamities of lite, only make way for the. 
. pangs of death: — We are all under ſentence of 
8 death, and this ſentence ſhall be executed. — Of all 
* things that nature dreads, Death is one of the moſt. 
ts terrible: Death is the puniſhment of capital offend- 
ch ers: All mankind are Traytors againſt God: May 


God make you all /eafle of it, before it be too 
late. Remember that natural death is the fruit of 


he fin; — There was no ſuch thing as death in the 
* world, before fin made its entrance: Before fin, there 
178 were no cauſes to produce it: nothing to diſcom- 
as poſe the frame of man, —Puny, minute Philoſo- 
ars phers may object to this, —but *tis evident from 
7 Scripture, the unerring word of Gop! 


And are the calamities of life, and natural death» 
the only wages of fin ?*—No: To thoſe that die in. 
their ſins, they are but the leaſt part of the puniſh» 
ment: Therefore I obſerve, 


3. That eternal miſery in Hell, is the wages of /in to 
all unbelieving, impenitent, unconverted finners, 


The miſery of the damned in Hill is called, 2s 
SECOND. DEATH 4: ** The fearful, and unbelieving, 
* and murderers, and <whoremongers, and ſorcerers, 


an 
$ Rey. xxl. 8. 
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% and idolaters, and all lyars, ſhall hame their portion 
% in the lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone; 
% qwhich is the SEcond DEATH,” O! who can 
think of this ſtate without horror ?—to be always 
dying, yet never to die! ** There the worm dieth 
« not, and the fire ſhall never be quenched.” O 
dreadful ſtate! to be always tormented, without 
any the leaſt glimmering hope that this horror and 
pain ſhould come to a period! No ſooner are 
the ſouls of ungodly, unconverted finners diflodged 
from the body, but they are hurried into the pre- 
ſence of an injured, angry Gon ; not under the con- 
duct of kind angels, but expoſed to the inſults of 
accurſed Spirits, They who lately tempted them; 
now upbraid them. Who can conceive their con/7- 
ſion and difire/s, when they ſtand guilty and incacnſa- 
De before their incenſed Creator! -The PRINCE of 
PEAck rejects them with abhorrence: — He con- 
figns them over to chains of darkneſs, and the wal; 
of his wrath will be emptied out upon them :—The 
Law they have wiolated, and the Go/zel they have 
Slighted ;—the Power they hade defied, and the Good- 
neſs they have abuſed, will all get themſelves. Honour 

in their exemplary defirudion —O how will their 

hearts endure when the ſword of divine indignat'on 

is unſheatbed and waved over their defenceleſs 

heads .— “ Thee, ſays the glorious IMMAaNnvUEL, 

«& Theſe, ſhall go away into everlaſiing puniſhment*,” 

Devils drag them to the pit, aod puſh them down 

headlong !—O the anguiſh and horror of their guil- 

ty coniciences - And what adds an emphaſis to al De 

their torment is, that it will be Eternal. N ou 

| 0 


* Matt. xxv. 46. 
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O ErENNITVI Ertrnity ! with what Horror 
will thy name circulate through the vaults of Heli! 


f ETERNITY in Miſery no end to Pain! no hope of 
) an end / Oo this is the Hell of Hell / This is the 
A 2 of Deſpair, and Deſpair is the moſt tormenting 
q Paſſion which devils feel. Methinks that fingle 
ſentence ; Depart ye curſed into everlaſiing fircy,” 
8 is enough to make us ſit down and conſider, whe— 
tber any lin can be ſo pleafing and defirable, as to 
. * " Worin lying in endif 8 158 tor, only by 
c obtaining and enjoying it a % fleeting days or mo- 
0 | ments, —O finner! thou knoweſt already the be/? of 
m 3 thy /aful pleaſures, but not the co of thy funiſh- 
Hu- ment ; which 1s ſo g Cat, that it looſes 1 Its chicFem- 
uſa- 


/ - phatis by cranflating. it into human language and 
— 0 q 0 0 . * , — ke . 
| cloathing it with compariſons borrowed from viſible 
| things !—Alas! Vhat is the fire and brimſtone we 
8 ſee and fear, to that which burns in the infernal 


Con- 
als 


The 
* lake? — They are no more to be compared unto it 

2 ; 
9 than fire painted upon a wall, to that which urns 

o 


upon your hearths.— To dwell upon the awful ſub- 
ject is too /ſvocking for reflection, and if ſo, what is 


Jonour 
= | 
( it to endure it 


their 
nation 


acele(s : Some ſay, that /melling to the Earth is whole- 
NVUEL, Jene, to remove many diſorders: And I am ſure 
nent". hat taking the /cen? of the ſulobureous pit by frequent 
n COWN Bredirations cannot but be wwhole/ome to the Soul: 

ir guil⸗ . 


fs to all Deſcend then to Hell in your meditations, While 
pos are here upon _—. and by the blefling of 
4 | God 


1 Matt. zxv. 41, 
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Gon, your ſouls ſhall not deſcend there when you 


pat in 
die: — Walk in company with thoſe places of Scrip- * 
ture, which ſet forth the ſtate of the damned ;— 45 
This is the true houſe of mourning, and going into it oþ 
by ſerious meditation, is a ſovereign means to make | for 
the living lay it to Wart, and laying it to heart, ou, Wil 
wilt be induced to fly to Jeſus by Faith, from the | por 
wrath to come, ina 
1 Tub 
This threefold death is the wages of fin :—And is We que 
it poſſible, that rational creatures can be in love WM © 
with this To prove this, leads me as * | wro 
II. To ſhew,—That although death is the wages fi 
of ſin, yet that mankind by nature, are extreme 925 
3 Ss O01 
1 . I 

Lowers of fin 10 h 
This is evident if you conſider, that people do f He. 
not love to retain God in their thoughts they take the | 
no pleaſure in his ſervice ;—they are not concerned : N b 
for the honour and dignity of his government :— Ls 7 

t 


Like the Prodigal, they are inclined to run away 
from the paternal care and guidance of a tender Fa- | with 
ther, —They regard not God's law as the rule of 


3 
x 
5 
2 


their conduct; Hence they reject his Goſpel, which 7" 
propoſes Peace. They do not chooſe any thing se 
that Gop commands, unleſs it fits with their incl:na- WW ot ete 
tions. — Though they are thus di/obedient to the if 5 © 
Great Gop, yet to Sin and Satan, thoſe tyrannica! . . 
maſters, they are the moſt tame /laves: for theſe WF ©** [ 
they will go through the moſt ſordid drudgery ; rel 
though they know that the <vages of them is death hey 


for theſe they will give up their mot important 
| intereſts 


— 


rned 
1 — 
away 
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intereſts; they will exchange their Soul; and Ia 
wen, for a lew tranſtory Pleaſures ! Let Tempta- 
tion be keen, they immediately take the /ynal and 
obey. —If fn does but command them to wound their 
ſouls and bodies, yea, and their carthiy eſtates too, 
with exceſſive drinking and other vices; they, like 
poor ſlaves, 4avi// obey :—Let Sia and Satan com- 
mand them to tear, lie, fal, defraud, &c, they 
ſubmit; though eternal damnation be the conſe. 
Let Sn order them to urſue riches, 
to covit honour, or ſenſual pleaſures, right or 
wrong, at the loſs of their ar, peare, yea at the 
danger of their Les, and deftructiou of their ſouls, 
they engage in the drudgem and 79/7 all the day ;—Tr 
din forbids them to /erve Gon,—to attend /erior/1y 
ey in ſecret. to 
ed upon the able condition of dying without 
the favour of Co and an intereſt in 2 Let 
Nu but adviſe them to put off reporterce, they Well 


to his word, — to pray importrnnte 


be very cautious ;—they will readily refrain: and 
all the ar zuments waich Go» and min can ve 


with them, will have no weight !—— 


In a word, it Ln does but give them orders to 


gire up their intereſt in Heaven, and run the riſque 
Jof eternal ruin; 
E rid ſelf.deſtructive enterprize :—they will do more 
Y for Ln, than they will for Gp, a thouſand times, 


they will renture upon the hor- 


; Sce how <vil7/»ply multitudes 


commit the mot 


profitable, Vidicuions, inhunmen and diabol cal fins, 


WT ey will commit the mot unprofiiable fins :z—for 
Woſtance, that of ſporting with profane oaths, and 
; wjcs, and tating the 


10 of Gon 7 
T1172 


tremendous nat 


R 


„ 
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wain !—** Becauſe of ſwearing, the Land mourneth,” 
ſaith the prophet : And where is the Pariſb in all 
this 7/and, that has not reaſon to mourn for this 
crime ?—A crime which is Hellih a crime that 
brings neither profit, honour nor pleaſure to the pro- 
phanewretcl who commits it! 


Six has more influence upon millions of people, 
than all the perſualions of bibles, —parents,—miniſters 
and friexds :—Yea, more influence upon them than 
the life, miracles, ſufferings, death and heavenly doce 
trines of the Son of God /—And this wi! be the caſe 
till Gop effeftually works upon the heart by the 
power of his Spirit. —There is nothing ſo /acred, 
ſo dear, ſo walzable as Heaven and Happinc/s,—yet 
finners will give up all theſe, if fn requires it:;— 
nothing ſo terrible as Hell; yet they will ru/h into 
it, if / ſets them upon the deſperate adventure. — 
Mankind by nature, are the moſt tame, ſubmiſſive 
creatures in the world to fin :—They will believe 
that true religion is only Fancy and Enthuftaſm, and 
drives people out of their ſenſes, or makes them 
-melancholy, untill they are enlightened to fee that he 
fear of the Lord is true <viſulom.—In a word, u is an 
abſolute, deſpotic Tyrant over unconverted ſinners ; 
and what is moſt aſtoniſhing, they are not weary of 
its Tyrauny, nor do they pant after Liberty: They 
Hug their chains and love their bondage: Sin i 
the commander in chief, in their hearts :—** The 
% Prince of this world ruleth in the hearts of the chil- 
Aren of diſobedience: they will not reſent his 
uſurpation, nor will they ſtruggle to ſhake off the 
yoke, — | 

$ 
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Is not this a melancholy review? but is it no 
the hiſtory of mankind ever ſince the fall ?—And is 
there mercy in ſtore tor ſuch abominable ſinners It 
is a remarkable obſervation of an eminent Divine?, 
+ When we hear (ſays he,) of a ſort of creatures 
* that were fallen from God, and gone into rebel- 
{© lion againſt him; alienated from, and enemies to 
„% him in their mind by xvicked Works; - One would 
ebe in ſuſpence and ſay; — Well, and what be- 
+ came of them? how did the matter iſſue * what 
« was the event? would we not expect to hear 


that fire came down from heaven and conſumed 


© them in a moment ;—or that the earth opened 
her tremendous Jaws and ſwallowed them up 
© quick? One would be apt to fay, So I thought, 
—who could expect otherwite *—but what grate- 
ful aſtoniſhment ſhould rite in our breaſts, to hear, 
« that ſo far from this, God had ſent his ow? Son to 
© die for them, and to bring about Peace and Re- 
conciliation, and to purchaſe Life and Salvation 
for them !—He came not to condemn the world, but 
© that the <vorid through him might be 1 — 
Which reminds me 


III. To ſnew, that God gives eternal life to all re- 
turning ſinners. The gift of God is eternal life,” — 


I. Natural life and all its bl:ffings ate the gift of 
God: He made us, and not we ourſelves,” .“ In 
* him ave live, move, and have our being.“ 


2. Spiritual life is the gift of God. This ſpiritual 
life is begun by Regeneration; ** You hath he quick- 
** ened, who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins*.” This 

R 2 ſpiritual 

} The great and learned Mr. How x. * Eph. il. I. 
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ſpiritual life in the Soul, is the contrimance of Gon) 
the FArH En, — the Purchaſe of Gob the Sox, and 
the alone «wort of Gop the Hor.y GHOST. Ir is a 
{iptritual change which paſſes upon the Soul,— 
Hence St, John expreſſes it to be ** a pafiing , om 
* death unto life,” This Life, transforms the Soul 
into the image of God; bara we, beholdins 
as in aglaji, the glory of the J. or dare changed int» 
« the ſame image“. - Where this /ife is implanted 
in the Soul, it will cauſe an univerſal change in the 
u hole man. V any man le in Chrift he is a new 
& creature: old things are paſi atay; behold all. 
Ge things become neu: Original fin has in ſected the 
whole man, and regenerating grace goes as far 13 
the ſo . Thefiu't of the ſpirit is i all grodur), — 
Where this ſpiritual life is, the underſtanding is /a- 
Vingly enlightened ; * Le tere ſometimes darkne 5, 
* But now are ye LIGHT i# the LerdS,” The beams 
of the light of life, make their way into the dark 
dungeon of the Heart, ſo that the linner ſees the 
exceeding finfulneſs of fin, and is enabled to part 
with thoſe fins that: were dear to him as a right hand 
or a right eye,—He is taught the knowledge of 
himſelf: It brings the ſinner to himſelf, and cauſes 
kim to ſee the plague of his own heart: The fin- 
ner is enlightenedin the knowledge of Jeſus Chrift, 
whereby he ſees the neceſſity of having a per/ozal 
intereſt in Him as his Prophet, Prieff and Aing.— 
The life of faith is the free g//t of Gop, whereby 
the ſoul relies upon Chrift as his W'/dom, Righteou/- 
neſs, Sanfiification and Redemption ;—He is en- 
lightened to fee the vanity off the World: Grace 

| __brrg 


* 2 Cor. iii. 18. f—v. 17. J Eph, v. 8. 
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brings the heart into a new world; ſo that is 
world will be reputed as a ſtage of vanity, as a wil- 
derneſs and a valley of tears; and the ſoul will 


never be completely happy, till it arrives ſafe into 
Heaven. | 


3. Where this /piritual life is, the l is re- 
newed :—The Lord takes away the ſtony heart and 


gives a heart of fleſh, a heart ſuſceptible of the 


holy fear of Gop®*, and he puts a new ſpirit within 
him. 


4. Wherever this /piritual Iiſe is, all the affections 
are renewed:— The deſires are ſet upon God and 
Chriſt: ** The defires of my ſoul are to thee and the 
* remembrance of thy name,” ſays the Prophet ;— 
Cnr1sT is atogether lovely to the Believer : —His 
hopes are placed upon the things above, gun 
* have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon 
earth that I defere beſide theef,” is the language 
of his heart :—His greateſt /orroxv is for fr, and his 
greateſt zoy ig in GOD ;—his conſcience is tender; —the 
fear of God rules in his heart ;—the love of Chriſt 
is ſhed abroad in his ſoul ;—his converſation is in 
heaven ;—the law of God is the rule of his actions: 
He has not only a tongue to falt of religion, but a 
heart to embrace it in the <vbole of his conwer/ation ; 
therefore he. walks not after the fleſh, but after 
* the ſpirit;—“ for the law of the ſpirit of liſe in 
* Chrift FJeſus has made him free from the Iaw of fin 
* and death.” He believes the word of God, and 
does not diſpute againſt it,—He believes in Chrif 
Fſis, and therefore ſhall be ſaved: ** He that hears 
1 my 


* Ezek, xxxvi. 26, + Pf, Ixxlii. 25. 
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c y abordt, aud believes on him that ſent me, hath ever- 
© laſting life; and ſhall not come into condemnation, 
„ but is paſſed from death unte life: And, II. 
« that hath the Son, hath Li,. —0 bleſſed Liſe 
this! None knows its ſweetneſs but thoſe that ex- 


perience it: O that God may give you who are 
to ſyffer death in a few minutes, to know this bleſ- 
ſed Life in your Souls! | 


The means by which this ſpiritual life is begun, 
and carried on by the ſpirit of God, are his Vd 
and Ordinances. 


The time limited for my ſpeaking to you this day, 
is haſtening away apace : It will fail me to tell you 
the various ways God makes uſe of: — Sometimes 
an alarming Providence, —a Hint dropt in pious con- 
werſation,—a good Book, —but ui, the preaching 
of the Go/pel is the means. The terrors of the law 
of God, ſet forth by the preachers of the word, 
being attended with a power from on high hath 
often arreſted the careleſs ſinner and made him pen- 
live, made him paufe awhile and aſk himſelf, 
„% What will become of me when I leave he world? 
„where ſhall my /n be fixed when my body is 

„% dead? In Heaven, or in Fell ? ” 


Preaching ſermons at a gallows is a new thing in 
moſt places, though executions are too common in 
all counties. O that this new thing may be the 
means of awakening dead ſinners this day !—Irt was 
a ſervice that I was very unwilling to undert:ke; 
It was through much ſolicitation I undertook it; 


Such a ſcene as this, has a very ſtrong impreſion 
| upon 
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; upon my ſpirits: O may there be never ſuch another 
, melancholy occaticn ! Bat as I think I was called 
0 by providence to preach on this open common, ex- 
e cuſe me, it I am in earneſt: — Excuſe my tears: 1 
- want to have you all thirſt atrer this eternal /ifo ſpo- 


ken ot in the text !—Come and take, come and re- 
ceive this tree-gitt ! But I add, 


Laſtly, That eternal glo:y in Heaven is the gift of 
God, | 


Indeed the bfe of grace here, is the beginning of 
glory: But who ſhall ſufficiently deſcribe that hap- 
pineſs which God hath prepared for all his ſervants: 
O what pencil can delineate that goodly Land? 
Would ſome kind hand draw aſide the veil, and give 
us a tranſient glimſſẽ ot the divine abodes above, how 
would this draw our thoughts from ſublunary 
things? O how does the triumphant church above 
rejoice becauſe they are and hall be for ever with 
the Lord! Wich what ſhours of Foy and Triumph 
does a believing foul aſcend, when it leaves the 
body—with what Joy and Wonder ! But what 
am I doing? Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nct- 
ther hath it enterrd into the heart of man to conceive of 
that glory <which God hath prepared for all them that 
| love him — Therefore, I proceed to obſerve, 


. IV. That this g/ of God, whieh is eternal Life, 
is through 7% Chriſt our Lord. 


[t was | 5 
take; Here it is neceſſary to obſerve, that all the gifts 
3k it; ol grace, though perfectly free to ſinners, are found- 


ed upon a grand and an inc ſtimable Price paid by 
the 


refion 
upon 
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the bleſſed Redeemer, Are believing ſinners entire- 
ly abſolved from guilt ? It is becauſe Chriſt gave his 
Life tor their Ranſom :—Are they heard with accep- 
tance when they pray? It is becauſe their exalted 
High-Pricft intercedes in their behalf.—Are they 
completely juſtified and inſtated in endleſs blifs ? It 
is becauſe the Redeemer's conſummate obedience is the 
glorious equivalent for this and all other bleſſings : 
Therefore the Apoſtle adds, that“ Eternal Life is 
the gift of God, through our Lord Jesus ChRIsT. It 
is the purchaſe of his precious Blood: It is the fru/t 
of his groans and dying agonies:— He has revealed 
it to us, and bleſſed be his name! this is freely of- 
Fered to us this day.— But *tis time to introduce 


The APPLICATION. 
Is DEATH the <vages o/ fin ?—Then learn from hence, 


1. To ſee the abominable nature and the horrid con- 
ſequences of fin. From this proceedeth all the dire- 
ful plagues and ſorrows in the world.—The Names 
and Titles which the word of God gives to fin, be- 
ſpeak its evi nature, If God calls it Folly, then 
there is no wiſdom to be found in it : He denounces 
a WOE upon him that doth it“. The Devil indeed 
teacheth ſinners to cover foul practices with fair 
names : Superſtition is ſtiled Devotion ;—Covetouſneſs 
is called Thrift, —Uncleanneſ5 is called a trick of youth, 
Pride in apparel, is called Handſomeneſs, and Licen- 
tiouſneſs, Liberty (But O man, never think to find 
Honey in that pot, when God writes Poi/o on its 
cover ! do not ſuffer thyſelf to be cheated by falſe 

b 8 names 


* Tſaiah, v. 20. 


> 45 _@ os AT nn hb 3: 


Oo 


SER Me. 6. ( 183 ) 


names! — Will ce Fire burn thee the leſs, into 
which thou art embolden'd to put thy finger, becauſe 
a Knave that owes thee an ill turn, tells ihee that 
it will do thee no harm ?—Hear what the God of 
truth ſaith of fin, and by what names he calls it : 
you will fin! that whatever is dreaded by us, or 
hated, teared, or loathed in all the world, are bor- 
rowed and appl.cd to fin.,—-It is repreſented as the 
Vemit of Dogs, the Jm of Serpents, the Stench of 
rotten Sebuichres and Dunghills; a Gangrene, a 
Leproſy, a Plagac, yea the Fire of Hell: and wilt 
thou lose that which is ſo abhorring ? 


Sin has a del property: therefore 'tis called 
the filthins/5 of the fleſh end [pirit, The whole world 
is ſaid to lie in wickedneſs; (ww T8 rere, in the 
wicked One ; as a rotten carcaſe in its putrefaCtion t. 
Wheretore did God {end the deluge in Noah's time, 
and fire upon Sodom; but to waſh away, and con- 
ſume the filthy generation as dung from the face of 
the earth? - Conſider a moment, what a filthy thing 
it i—whata ſtrong poiſon it is, which has diffuſed 
its malignity, not only through the Soul and Body, 
and turned angels into devils ; but has had ſuch a 
dreadful effect upon the whole frame of the viſible 
creation, that it will never come to its beauty again, 
till like a batter'd, canker'd piece of plate, it is 
melted down, and refined by the fire of the laſt day, 


2. Sin has a di/urbing property: It breaks the 
Peace of the Seu, yea of the whole wor!d,—It brings 


confuſion 


2 Pet. ii. 20. Luke iii. 7. Rom. iii. 13. 2 Tim. 
11. 17. 1 Kings, viii. 38. Jam. ii. 6, 
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confuſion to families, and makes a contry the ſeat of 
war; wherever fin comes, an army of evils are at 
his heels: There is no peace to the wicked, ſaith my 
God. O finners ! here is God's hand to the war- 
rant, He ſentences the ſinner that continues in fin, 
to the torture of his own conſcience !—W ho is able 
to expreſs the anguiſh, which an accuſing conſcience 
feels? Who can ſet forth thoſe dreadful fits of con- 
vulſion with which it rends and tears itſelf ! 


Hear one through the diſquietude of his ſoul roar- 
ing out, There is no ſoundugſi in my fleſh becauſe of 
« thine anger; neither any reſt in my bones becauſe of 
% fun.“ While 1 ſuffer thy terrors I am diſtradi- 
„% f. Another cries out, My puniſhment is 
% greater than I can heard. And a third unable to 
ſtand under the clamour of his guilt, runs to the 
halter and deſtroys himſelf !—And is he likely to 
be cured of his torment, think you, who throws 
himſelf into Hell- fire to have eaſe? It is curſed 81 
that ſets one man at enmity againſt another ; —leads 
people to ſtretch forth their hands and to take away 

the property of their neighbours ; and how many 
does it bring to a ſhameful end, as you ſee this day: 
But, what is worſt of all, Sin has a damning pro- 
perty:— If all the miſchiet fin did us, was only in 
this world, it were bad enough; but it brings eter- 
nal damnation upon all its impenitent votaries.— 
And are you not ready to fall out with this Ency 
this day ? 


2. If Sin is Gach a dreadful evil, then you may 


learn from hence the neceſſity of a ſacrifice of infinite 
dignity 


.* 


* Ifa, lviii. 21. * Pf, xxxviii. 3. + Pf. Ixxxvili. 15. 
$ Gen. iv. 13. — Matt, xxvii * 
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dignity to atone for it. What amazing preſumption 
is there in many goſpel hearers, who repoſe ſuch 
confidence in the merit of their own worts; inſtead 
of placing it entirely to the i%uitely meritorious 
ri ghteouſneſs and atonement of the Lamb of God, 
who came to take away the fin of the world ! 


3. Are we totally polluted by reaſon of fin ?— 
ſee the folly of thoſe, who take water-bapti/n for 
| Regeneration, of which it is ona fign!—and will 
you be contented with a gn, without the Hg ſig- 


] nified? Others take the ncwv birth and /piritual life 
: to be nothing more than a decent behaviour. O 
5 how dreadful the miſtake !—This Life of grace, you 
's muſt experience or you are undone, ſaith Turn 
0 itſelf: $6 For, except a man be born again, he cannot 
1 * ſre the kingdom of God.” — “ Marel not that I aid 
to % ninto hee, Ye muff be born again. — This life, as 
* well as eternal life in Heaven, is the gift of God: 
* Let me bring the matter then cloſe to you this 
ads day :- f 
my And are you partakers of this ſpiritual life? What 
3th fay you, young people? What ſay you, old peofle ? 
by What ſay you, pr//oners, that are ſoon to appear be- 
* fore the bar of God? I join with you to put the 
y in e ; 
TY queſtion to myſelf :;—Is this matter unqueſtionably 
1 in your favour? Do any of you look upon this 
FE queſtion as needleſs? Do any of you look upon it as 
1c") ih indifferent? What is it a matter of izdiference, whe- 
ther you are converted or unconrrerted ? Whether you 
may are going to Heaven or Hell? No, ttis of too 
ufiuite great importance to paſs it by ſlightly. | 
8 Have you been made ſenſible that the ſlavery of 
11. 157 


fn is iztolrrable? have you been convinced that 
the 
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rhe government of it is moſt fyrannical, and 
that the wages of it 1s eternal damnation? Do you 
pant for liberty from under its Com:nion ? Hare 
you been driven out of your Jause hopes, that vou in. 
rend to be religious one day or ancther * Have you 
been convinced or the purity of the holy Law of 
God? Have you been brought to fee youriclves 
heltl;ſs and, hopeleſs without Chrilt, aud with the 
Publican, to cry ot, God ge merci, u to me @ ffu- 
© ver? ”— When a foul is pirtaker of this u 
life, which is the gift of GoJ, it will jcel ftrong 
thirſtings and longing after (od ;— be way of holi- | 
zeſs which he before deſpiſed, now becomes amiable 
and glorious ;—the ſou! that betore was in love wich 


fin, now ſees it to be exceeding linful, and hateth ſec 
it in every ſhape and degree: — As new born babes T. 
you then deſire the ſincere milk of the word : — T 
Jeſus is then precious to you :—divine things make Be 
a deep impreſſion on your hearts, and the great re- ſha 
alities of another world atiect you ;—:nd you ma 
plainly fee that eternal life 7s the gift of God, and plac 
the Spirit of God has taken of the things ut voie 
Chriſt, and revealed them unto you. Jeſt 
| : may 
But are there not ſome here who are conſcious, Wis 
that theſe farourable characters do not belong to 
0 3 3 can 
them: — Do not ſome of you know that <vel/=i0:ny 1s oa 


not the chief buffet of your lite ?—Do not yout 
own conſciences. teſtify to ſome of you, that you 
are wilful <vorkers of in'qu'ty -I tell you plainly, 
vnd with all the authority the word of God can 
give, that if you continue impenitent and uncon- 


werted, eternal damuation witi be your lot — This 
Will 
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will be your dreadful doom !—And will not this 
rouze you unto a vigorous endeavour to amend ? 
Are any of you proof againſt ſuch an awful conſi- 
deration ? Does not the word of God declare ** that 
« the <vages of fin is death? ” this is the penalty 
which the ETERNAL Gop has threatned ;—And 
will you not believe what God ſays ?—Are any of 
you deſirous to be damned out of carigfty, that you 
may ſee whether this is true or not ?—What! wilt 
thou, O ſinner, go to the regions of Hell and dark- 
neſs, to ſec what the wicked are doing and ſuffering 
th that place of torments? Haſt thou a mind to 


feel their pains, and taſte their ſorrows ?— 
F 


O ye careleſs finners, awake ! awake out of your 
ſecurity, and prepare for death and judgment !— 
Take the advice of the wiſeſt of men; The prudent, 
« faith he, fore/eeth the evil, aud hideth himſelf .“ 
Behold ! the ſkies are kindling all around, —the 
ſhafts of vengeance are ready to fly! make haſte ! 
make haſte !—delay not the time to get into a hiding 
place! Leſt the vengeance of God ſeize you una- 
voidably, and overwhelm you in eternal ruin !— 
Jeſus Chriſt is the only ſure Hiding-place where you 
may find certain ſafety, Your aLL—your ETER- 
NAL ALL is ſet upon the ſingle caft of Life, You 
can make but one experiment; and if that fail 
through your floth and miſmanagement, you are 
irrecoverably undone for ever :—Therefore I be- 
ſeech you, by the dread authority of the 6azar 
Gon, by the infinite love of IEs us, —by the tcrrors 
ok DEATH,—by the joys of HEAVEN and the .- 
ments of HELL, and by the «vorth of your own outs, 
8 1 


+ Prov. xxli. 3. 
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I beſeech you—T intreat you to improve the pre- 
fent moment - Flee from the surath to come! for, 
Now is the accepted time, behold Nov 75 the day of ſal- 
vation | 


Lord incline their hearts, and make them wil- 
ling in this the day of thy power! 


Give me leave, at the cloſe, to ſ;eak to the dying 
convicts who are immediately to ſuffer, —How ſo- 
lemn is your ſituation !—The fatal Tree is fixed! 
The coffins are prepared !— here are many weep- 
ing eyes, and thouſands of anxious ſpectators wait- 
ing for the fatal cataſtrophe ! — Time elapſes!— 
Death advances with all the ſolemnities of horror! 
— The fatal moment will ſoon arrive, and no reſ- 
pite allowed !—The Death of the Bog will ſoon 
be over, — 


You are convinced that the wages of fin is »at- 
ral death, — are you fully convinced that eternal miſiry 
is alſo the wages of fin? — The Lord looks upon 
the contrite and ſorrowful finner, —The affecting 
diſcovery of the guilt, nature, and danger of fin 1s 
attained by the aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, who 
alone effectually convinces the world of finf : This 
bleſſed ſpirit has been ſtriving with yoz, and, accord- 
ing to your own confeſſion, you have ſinned againſt 
Knowledge and your Conſciences ;—Are you fully 
convinced that erernal Life is the gift of God through 
Jeſus Chriff ?—The fear of what is to come here- 
after has alarmed you ;—and well it may - Look 


unto Jeſus Chriſt as dying upon the croſs, that yor 


may 
+ John XV. $, 
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may live ;—as made / for us, that we may be made 
the righteouſneſs of God by him ;—as made a cur/e, 
that you may obtain eternal bleſſedns/5, 


Have you been made to ſee, that nothing but 

Chriſt and his precious blood, —nothing but Chriſt 
and his righteouſneſs, can be your ſecurity in a 

day of vengeance *—Tears, conf. Cons, and promiſes 

4 of amendment, if you were permitted to live, are 
p ſigns of a heart V% impreſſed, —but tears and 
confeſſions cannot atone for fin ;—nothing but the 
ſacrifice of the body of Ci, — nothing ſhort of 
HIS 7nfinite merits Can atone for your fin and make 
your peace with God, It you arc fit to die, you 
have been led by Faith to ſee the utter inſuffici- 
ency of every remedy, ſave only the meritorious 
ſufferings of Jeu Chriſ?,—Is CnrisrT and his great 
Salvation the thing you long for? Is he to your 
ſouls as the Pearl of great price? Do you account 
all but 7% that you may win CHRIST ?—lf ſo, —I 
tell you for your encouragement, that he is able to 
ſave you to the uttermoſt :—that there is a ſountain 
opened to waſh away all your fin. —This is the di- 
vine warrant, ** Mhoſocver vill, let him take of the 
i qevaters of Life freely: Hear his pleaſing invita- 
tion, ** Come unto me, all ye that labour andare heawy 
laden, and I will give you re. He has received 
| ſpiritual gifts and divine bleſſings, even for the re- 


ly | bellious, for the chief of ſinners :—Proftrate vour— 


19h R . 

5 | ſelves now before God ;—take time be not in a 

re- 2 . . 2 . 

ok : hurry the officers of juſtice will have patience :— 
„ Wy in your hearts, each for himſelf, 
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% am a poor guilty, vile, helpleſs ſinner; but 

% thou, O Lord, art full of grace and truth; and 
„ in thee there is righteouſneſs and ſtrength !—I 
* am a poor polluted loathſome creature: but there 
« js efficacy enough in the blood of Fr/is to waſh 
© away my atrocious fins !—Suffer me not to periſh 
t nor taſte the pangs of eternal death :—Juſtify me 
« freely by thy grace, and ſave me from the wrath 
to come: O deliver me from condemnation !— 


May the gracious God, who ſaved the 7%, 
upon the croſs, —who ſaved Oncſimus, who was a 
thief and a fugitive, ſave you with an everlaſting 
| falvation ;—and give you to pray with your laſt 
breath, in the very ſpirit of the prozo-martyr, Stef leu, 
faying, © Logp JEsus receive my ſpirit !” 


AMEN, and AuE NJ. 
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| SERMON VII-. 


, An ADMONITION To YOUTH. 


2 TI M. Ii. 22; 


Flee alſo youthful Luſts. 


N elegant Hiſtorianj ſays, that Xerxes being 
at the head of an army conſiſting of an hun- 
dred thouſand men, took a ſalemn view of them 
and wept: One of his Generals aſking him the 
reaſon, He replied, ] weep when I conſider, 
that before an hundred years, all this company 
© will be in the grave!“ - And, truly, I cannot-but 
weep in heart when I conſider, that before the. 
M- revolution of ſuch a period of time, all this com- 
pany here preſent will be unalterably fixed, either 
in eternal Happineſs, or eternal Miſery. 


The execution of Juſtice in this world, has 
ſomething ſo ſotemn in it, that it puts me in mind 
of the Day of Judgment. | 

8 3 Here 


# Preached on Ryſamere Heath, near Tpſwich, when Je 
Francis and John Brooks were executed, for ho- , Apr 


* Plutarch. 
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Here are Two, both of them young, in reſpect of 
years, who have forfeited their lives by the viola- 
tion of wholeſome Laws.—To be in perfect health, 
and to be conſigned to the grave, the ſame day, hath 
ſomething very alarming in it :—and to ſee theſe 
young men driven out of the world by a ſhameful 
ſcandalous death, in the preſence of thouſands, is 
enough to cauſe every heart to bleed ! 


By permiſſion, generouſly granted, of the Gen- 
tlemen whoſe office it is to fee the law executed ; 
and at the requeſt of the two condemned men, —I 
ſtand here to ſpeak to you in their name; and, 
which is ſtill of infinitely greater importance, —as a 
Mzrnifier of the Goſpel, I ſtand here to ſpeak to you 
in the awſul name of the GREAT GOD! And I 
heartily wiſh my voice may be loud enough to be 
heard over all this camp.— 


As my time is limited, I ſhall proceed immediately 


to the words of the Text. In which «we are com- 
manded—to ** flee youthful Luſts.” 


I crave your diligent attention whilſt I enquire, 


I. What are thoſe {us which young people are uſu- 
ally prone to ? . | 


II. Why are young people ſo earneſily exhorted to 
Ace from youthful luſis?— 


And whilſt I am ſpeaking to your ears, may the 
SpiniT of Gop ſet home the Word upon your 


Hearts — 


I. What 
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I. What are thoſe fins, which young people are 
uſually prone to? 


Here it is neceſſary to obſerve, that the Hearts of 
all by nature are corrupt and depraved. Sinful pro- 
il penfities in children out-run their years; They 
3 very early betray Envy, Impatience, Selfiſhneſs, 

Anger, and Oh nac, even before they can take 
any particular notice of z// Examples, or underſtand 
by bad counctl. As -veeds, fince the curſe, grow even 
in the be Fields, though ſown with the beſt <vhear, 


1 ſo vice, ſince the Fall, ſprings up in the midſt of 
d, the be examples, and the moſt excellent education : 
a Witneſs, the barbarous crimes committed by pious 
ou Jacob's children, and Adam's eldeſt ſon. But there 
oh are many fins to which children and young people 


are prone : 


1. They are very prone to the fin of di/obedience 
to parents. It is a rare thing to ſee young people 
m- ready to receive the good councels, and obey the 

command of their Parents. Hence many children 
Bare /ons of Belial, without a yoke, —AﬀeCtionate 


re; parents adviſe, reprove, command, and intreat, 
but to little purpoſe; now this fin if continued in, 
auſu- and unrepented of, ſeldom paſſes unpuniſhed, even 
g n this Life. The rye that mocketh at his Father, 
410 and deſpiſeth to obey his Mother, the ravens of the 
valley. ſhall pick it out; and the young eagles ſhall 
oat it x.“ God takes notice of the ſcornful 
the 8 ye, or the dogged look that children caſt upon the 
your Parent that inſtructs E look upon it as 


below 
* Prove xxx. 17. 
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below them to be dutiful to their parents, and gc- 
cially to the Mother, and thus ſhe that bare them in 
ſorrow, is often conſtrained with greater ſorrow to 
bear their manners. But they who thus diſhonour 
their Parents are often ſet up as monuments of Gop's 
vengeauce.—If men do not puniſh undutiful chil- 
dren, God will; and He often loads thoſe with 
infamy who carry themſelves haughtily towards 
their Parents. Hence ſome have cried out, with 
halters about their necks, intheir laſt hour, ſaying, 
« O children, if you value your lives and your 
«© ſouls, take heed of diſobeying the inſtructions of 
„ your godly Parents: for this was the beginning 
of our coming to this ſhametul end!“ 


2. Another youthful ſin is Lying. Children very 
early learn this Slack art, It is not without good 
reaſon that the royal Prophet ſays, ** The wicked are 
% eſtranged from the womb : they go afiray as ſoon as 
& they are born, ſpeaking liest.“ Is it not a matter 
of Fact that children and young people go aſtray 
very early from the path of Truth and Religicn ? 
and the older ſome grow, the more ſkilled they are 
in the wicked art of Lying. This is a fin that cuts 
the bond of Society: It diſſolves all commerce 
with men: If there be no Truth in us, there is no 
Truſt in us: a liar breaks open a gap for confuſion 
to invade the world, and the foundation of it 1s 
Atheiſm; — Vet alas how many people inure them- 
ſelves to digeſt Falſhood, — ſtudy equivocations, 
and invent fallacies ! and they fail not to bring in 


Abraham's and David's inſirmities and fins, as a p 
| for 


+ P. lviii. 3. 
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for lying. The heretical church of Rome pleads a 
charter for lying and diſpenſes with ſacred oaths : 
The Ze/«it feems to be ambitious of the Devil's pre- 
rogative, and tain would be the Father of lies. Truth 
or Fal/yood is all one to him, ſo it may make for his 
Turn. But believe it, Lying is a heinous crime 
„% Hie that loveth and maketh lies, ſhall hawe his por- 


„ tion in the Lake that burneth with fire and brim- 


oy oncd. 


3. Sab3ath-breaking is another heinous fin, to which 
young people are prone. What numbers are there, 
who when they hear the miniſter read, “ Remember 
6 the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy,” &c, will anſwer 
with a loud voice, ** Lord have mercy upon us, and 
& incline our hearts to keep this Ia i” Yet no ſooner 
do they depart, but the firſt thing they do, is to 
break the Sabbath by /n and wain amnuſements l 
what multitudes of children, ſervants and apprentices 
ſpend the Loxy's-Day in idle recreations They 
dare not make free with their maſter's time on the 
week days; but they «<vz// venture upon an open 
breach on the Lord's-day, without a bluſh. Sab- 
bath-breaking has opened a door for innumerable 
other crimes; and you will hear preſently, from 
theſe two dying men who are to ſuffer death before 
you, that Sabbath-breaking was one of the firſt 
fins that led them to this ſhameful end, —Is it any 
wonder that this crying ſin ſhould be ſo common, 
when ſo many Parents and Maſters are guilty of 
it themſelves ? If Jam not milinformed, it is the 
prevailing Taſte among our Gert y to viſit on Sundays. 
And pray how are theſe viſits managed? Do they 
echo back the exbortations that were delivered from 

$ Rev. Xzii. 15. the 
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4 
the Pulpit? Are their Parlours turned to be little { 
ſanctuaries? Where do we find ſuch company? pe 
When do we hear ſuch converſation ? On the con- p 
trary, Is it not too commonly the caſe, that the con- 10 
werſation is all impertinence ? Is not moſt of the time 40 


ſpent in idle triſiag, and infignificant chat not ſo 
much as ſeaſoned with a ſpice of Religion. ** They 
« talk of wanity, every one with his neighborr}.” 
low prepoſterous is it for people to pray, 
& Takt not thy Holy ſpirit from us,” and yet ſpend | 
the whole day in doing thoſe things which grieve 
the Holy Spirit! God has graciouſly allowed us 
to perform the works of A and mercy on this 
day; but the way in which multitudes ſpend the 
Lord s- day in our land, is cruelty to themſelves, and 
deftruftion to others: - Hence *tis the language, in 
effect, of many young people, ** As for Chrift, and 


& Heaven and our Souls, let them go: — we have other Ar 
things to think of :—what me can we have for think 
& pleaſure, if not the time of Youth f—and we a Ho 
„ will borrow the Sundays to purſue theſe plea- bed h 
« ſures!” | his fe 
Prodigious madneſs !—what !—Ts the company of 4. 
ain curetebes, — the embraces of Harlots, —the being e,: 
drunk with drunkards, and the purſuit of Sinful recre- Tim 


ations a more needful work than hearing the word ot 
eternal Life, or praying to Gop for his grace and 
ſpirit ? Depend upon it, thou wilt 'ere long change 
thy ſentiments. Doſt thou conſider how dear thou 
art likely to pay for ſuch pleaſures * If thou re- 
penteſt not, theſe baneful pleaſures will be like an 
heavy load upon thy conſcience ; and, like a mill- 
| ſtone 

S See The Liturgy of the Church of England, 2 . xi 3. 
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ſtone tied to thy neck, will tink thee down into eter- 
nal miſery. It was the bitter lamentation of a 
poor young man, (one Szwage,) that was put to death 
tor murder and robbery at the age of Seventeen, O! 
* ſaid he, when I ſhould have been begging the 
e liſe of my ſoul, I was plotting the deſtruction of 
& it.—I ſtudied how to ſpend the day of the Lord 
„% jn finful pleaſmes, doing the Devil's work, —I 
ö „ thought I could never diſhonour God enough. 
| « went to church, indeed, ſometimes, but I 
„ never heard one whole Sermon. Yea, I uſed to 
laugh at thoſe that were godly, and looked ſober. 
„% I was glad when the Sabbath came, that I might 
„ run with my vile comrades to ſatisfy my luſts.— 
O tell young men, in my name, that breaking the 
Sabbath is a c, a dangerous ſin!“ 
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And will you not believe a dying man? Do you 
think he je//cd? It was on the Sabbath he went to 
a Houſe of ill-fame,—It was on the Sabbath he rob- 
bed his maſter, —It was on the Sabbath he murdered 
his fellow-ſervant. 


4. Tdleneſi, Neglect of buſnrſi, and miſpending of 
Fime, are vices which young people are prone to. 
Time is indeed precious, if Eternity itſelf is of any 


y of 
eing 


Ned _mportance,—Time ought to be ſpent in ſuch a man- 
„and er as will turn to good account. It is morally im- 
1ange offible for any perſon to neglect the proper duties 
on f Life and to live long in idleneſs, without falling 
bu re⸗ to ſuch practices as are poſitively criminal. Ale 
ike an rſons are not only expoſed to the ſnares and ſe- 
a mill- ctions of the wicked 010, but, in effect, they 
ſton? - tempt 


«%- 


| xll. 2 
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©< tempt the Devil to tempt hem. — The. /lothful ſer- 
<c vant is a wicked ſerwant ti. Slothfulneſs is the 
Devil's cuſhion, While Vrael is working in 
Lg ypt, or purſuing their journey to Canaan, they 
have no time to be wanton; but when they fit 
ſtill in the plain of Midian, the dancing women of 
Moab will ſoon ſeduce them to Folly, Who ever 
faw David ſo tempted and foiled in the times of his 
buſy wars, as when he was 1dle and at eaſe? In . 
Troubles he could riſe up early in the morning | 
to his devotion, and “ prevented the morning watch.” 
The ſervice of God, and the bulineſs of the ſtate 
and his family engaged him, and thus long he 
was innocent and holy; but when Satan found him 
in the bed of i4lene/s, he knew it was a fit time to 
tempt David;—and dreadful was his fall. —Why 
Was Fo/eph kept chaſte in Potiplar's Houſe when his 
temptations were much ſtronger than David's? 
Why? Fo/eph moved in the path of duty, and Da- 
id did not. Luft is no ſtranger to an dle boſom, 
The induſtrious man has no leiſure to fin, The 
"ſitting bird 1s the Fowler's mark. The Devil when 
he finds us ſuitably employed, gives back. Proper 
Exerciſe is ſalutary for the Body, and better for the 
Soul. Muffcal Inflruments, without handling ſoon 
. warp and become w/ele/5.., Ruff takes the ſword 
that hangs long by the wall. Diogenes rather than 
be idle, would be removing his Tub. It was a law 
of Solon, that if the Father had taught his ſon no 
trade in his youth, whereby he might be uſetu!, 
that ſon ſhould not relieve his Father in old age, it 
in want, Thoſe whoſe fortunes: in the world 
hare 


+ Matt, xvv.. 26. 


to many fatal vices. 


they joined them firſt. 
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have raiſed them above labour, may range the 
Fields of literature, proſecute u/eful ftudies, and fo 
become an ornament in the common wealth. 


SERM. 7. 


If theſe things are conſidered, it is not without 
the higheſt reaſon that the Scriptures abound with 
rrict prohibitions of Idleneſs, and poſitive injunc- 
tions of Diligence, becauſe Lalengſi opens a door 


5. Young people are too ready to join with vici- 


ou and qwicked company. Wicked companions are 
the Devil's Factors; and many young perſons ne- 
ver once thought of running ſo far in riot when 
Wicked companions are 
Harpies, who deſtroy the good ſeed of Virtue in the 
breaſts of their companions. Wicked companions 
are walking Peſiilences who ſpread their infection 
wherever they come: Will you ſtudiouſly avoid a 
houſe where the plague is, leſt you ſhould catch the 
infection which may kill your bodies; and will you 
love the Plague that will deſtroy your ſouls ?—How 
does Dives, in hell, curſe the day in which he joined 
with flattering and wicked companions /—— 


Evil Company opens a wide gap to fevearing, 
drunkenneſs, —=gaming,—the play houſe, —fornication, — 
adultery, —and foul acts of wunclcanneſs; to ſupport 
which crimes, young people too often will venture 
upon the High- way, and commit Robberies, and often 
Murder itſelf, —And here let me add a few reflec- 
tions on each of the preceding vices. 


I, Curfing and Swearing : Theſe are black and 
korrid fins, How ſhocking is it to hear people 
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8 SERM. 7, 
taking the holy name of God zz vain, and ſporting 
with profane oaths and curſes !-—-This is a crime 
which is no other than the helliſh offspring of prac- 
tical atheiſm { a crime that brings neither Profit, Ho- 
nour, or Pleaſure to the prophane wretch who com- 
mits it; a crime, which if perſiſted in, will one day 
cauſe thee to gnaw thine impious tongue in the 
ſevereſt torments! Yet alas! how common is this 
fin? even children are taught to liſp out oaths in 
their very infancy, and Blaſphemers bluſh not to roar 


2. 
out their horrid Imprecations on the moſt trivial fead 
events, yea ſuch is the common opinion, that one : 
has not the /þirit of a Gentleman unleſs he can Tl 
ſwear !—Coverouſneſs may increaſe Money; Pride, V 
Bravery ;—L#v/t, ſenſual pleaſure; but what do * /þ 
prophane oaths ? Does Swearing procure credit to . * th, 
thyſelf or thy relations? Is the foundation of thine ws 
Honour laid in the diſhonour of God ?—O that the Its ef 
HOLY Name, which Angels revere and Devils tremble 5 but ſe 
at, ſhould be toſſed about among the ſons of men com 

without either Reverence or Fear! Very terrible Adam 
are the Threatnings denounced in ſcripture againſt naked 
ſuch ſinners “ Gop will not hold him GUILTLESS in buf 
«© that taketh his name in wainy.”—** The flying Roll, but n 
« the length of which is twenty cubits, and the breadth Hour l 
© ten cubits, Full of curſes, ſhall enter the houſe of every bat | 

4% one that flealeth, and every one that feveareth; and A Drunk 
6 ſhall conſume the timber thereof, and the flones 1. elf to 
6% thereof.“ It is the brand of deſperate wickedneſs 1 ible it 
to love curſing t. He that ſends curſes abroad, ſhall I days a 
feel them at home; Curſing ſhall come into his bowels FP"<par 

| « , Bac 


$ Exod, xx, Zech. v. 2, 3. {þ Pf. ein, 17. 
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3 „ite water, and like oil into bis bones.” — HEAR 


Fe nis, Ye, whoſe tongues run ſo a on the Dewil's 
errand /——Chriſtians are charged to pray for their 


my enemies: But what muſt they be, who curſe their 
N- WW friends ?—Tf every curſe ſhould ſtick a ſenſible bliſter 
Yon the tongue, as it doth an inſenſible one upon 
- | the ſoul; how many peoples tongues would be too 
is 


big for their mouths ! 


in 

ar WW 2. Drunkenneſs is a fin that wicked companions 

1al lead young people into. 

"NC | * * * * 

. This is a monſtrous ſin in its nature and effects: 

%, Hie that adds drunkenngſi to thirſt, the Lord will not 
b ** 


: 19 22 him : his anger and jealouſy ſhall ſmoke againſt 
t to „ that mant. — Mine is a mocker, firong drink is 
nine “ raging; The drunkard turns his body to a ſty: 
the Iss effects are dreadful! Other fins procure /hame 
able but ſeek to hide it; drunkenneſs diſplays it.— It is 
8 a common quality in this exceſs to diſcover ſecrets : 
ble Adam had no ſooner ſinned but he ſaw his own 
ainſt nakedneſs, and ſought a place of concealment even 
in buſnes; but drunkenneſs not only makes vices, 


LESS 85 
Roll, but makes them manifeſt without ſhame. One 
2 5 1 drunkenneſs in Noah, filthily diſcovered 


every 


* Gone led Lot to Incaſt. He that gives him- 
fone E elf to ſtrong drink, is not his own man :;—how hor- 
dne fible is that fin which robs a man of himſelf, and 
ſhall 2 ays a beait in his room! Wine and ſtrong drink 
Bowel prepare men for the bed of Luft and Lewdneſs.— 


« lu Bacchus 1 is a pander to Venus. The fin of drunkenneſs 


3-4 leads 


£24 } Deut. xxix. 19, 20. § Prov. xx. 1. 


What fix hundred years had modeſtly concealed.— | 


— TT SS 
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leads men often to outrage and murder, and brings 
judgments upon a Land. We read, that there was 
a dearth over all the world, in the days of Claudius. 
This Claudius, as Hiſtorians aſſert, was an inſatiable 
drunkard : and *tis common for people to affect the 
fins of Princes.—Is it any wonder then, that God 
ſhould deny fruits to a drunken generation ? 


Drunkenneſs makes room for all other fins. It is 
the root of many evils, and. the vet of all goodneſs : 
It makes the ches wanton, —the tongue to blaſpheme, 
and the hands to ſtab. Alexander that conquered the 
world was overcome by Wine, and in a drunken fit 
murdered his faithful friend Clitus. 


Drunkenneſ; deprives men of their reaſon :—Young 
Cyrus refuſing to drink wine, gave this reaſon to 
Aſtyages, ** Becauſe, ſays he, I took it for poiſon, 
„ for I have ſeen it ſpoil men of wit and 
4 ſenſe.” It often brings to Powerty, It conſumes 
more in a day than a man can earn in a week: — The 
drunkard lies open to other plots : and the drunk» 
ard, like a paſſionate man, has no rule over his own 
ſpirit, and is @ city 4vithout wall; F.” It brings 
on many diſeaſes and plagues.— Who hath woe ?— 
« whe hath ſorrow ? who hath contention ? abo hat) 
% wounds without cauſe * They that tarry long at the 
10 wine f, &c,—Wo to the crown of pride and tht 
« drunkards of Ephraim.—Drunkards ſhall be di- 
2 woured as flubble fully dry. It is an odious fin, 
abhorred of God, deſpiſed of angels, derided of 
men, and pleaſing only to Devils; and he is! 


* Acts, xi. 28. & Prov, Xx. 28. + =—XX111, 21. 32 
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SERM, 7. ( 209 ) 
bleſſed Rechabite that never was once intoxicated, 
At Rome there was one ſtreet called Vicus So- 
brius, i. e. Sober-Hreet. —Shew me ſuch a ſtreet in 
any City or Town in Britain 


3. Gaming is another ruinous practice that has un- 
done thouſands : many have in a few hours ruined 
themſelves and hurt their families beyond all reco- 


very ! 


4 Adultery and Fornication: theſe are abominable 
and deſtructive fins, which have flain their thou- 
ſands, and tens of thouſands. The Apoſtle ſays. 
De works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe ; 
Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſi, Laſciviouſneſs T. 
In ſhort, evil company, leads to all Seventh Command- 
ment prohibitions, even to ſuch ſins as are not to be 
named among chriſtians but with the greateſt abhor- 
rence and deteſtation ; nor are they to be treated 
of, but with purity and caution, and with a ſtrict and 
careful watch over our own hearts, leſt fn /hould 
take occafion by the commandment to o Hir e 
in the heart. 


If Cax1srT ſhould come down from Heaven, and. 
call none to follow him but ** %% that have not 
been defiled with women,” tis to be feared, his court 
would be but thin. It is impoſſible to deſcribe the 
cunning devices, the artful inſinuations, and the 
dangerous attempts which vicious men make uſe of 
to enſnare and betray the virtue of the fair ſex, and 
yet under continued proteſtations. of. the warmett 
regard: how much better would it be for them to 


T 3 fall 
+ Gal. v. 19, 


— 


— 
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fall into the hands of High-way-men, or Murderers, 
than into the hands of theſe ſeducers, whoſe whole 
aim is only to rob them of vin innocence, à fair 
reputation, and peace of mind at once — The Apoſile 
ſays of ſome, that their eyes are full of Adultery :— 
When perſons open their eyes luſtfully, a train of 
fins crowd in upon them,—From one glance of 
David's eye, aroſe all the ſucceſſion of miſchief 
which followed. How many are there, who make 
uſe of the curſed arts of deceiving, under the diſguiſe 
of Love and Honour. Diverſions and entertainments 
keep up and carry on a more ſecret, though 0% /u/- 
pected trade of debauchery and uncleanneſs. Others 
keep up a wicked league with ſome one particular 
perſon, with whom they live in Adultery or For- 
nication, directly contrary to the law of God, and 
in contempt of the ordinance of Marriage; and yet 
Hatter themſelves that their abomination is but a 
ſmall offence; and thus in order to gratify a baſe 
Juſt, they bid defiance to the divine wrath and 
threatnings ! — What multitudes are there, who 
abandon themſelves to a life of whoredom ! who 
are the Devil's bond- ſlaves and votaries—who are 
factors for Hell, and avowed enemies to God and 
virtue! I mean thoſe who keep houſes of unclean- 
19%, and whoſe habitations are neſts of wicked- 
neſs — That is indeed a miſerable calling which 
luſt only lives by, and by which ſoul and body muſt 
be ruined for ever. That is a miſerable ſervice, 
wherein the Devil is the Mafter, Sin's drudgery the 
work, and Hell. fire the wages ! Such houſes are the 
ſeandal of a Chriſtian Nation, the peſts of towns and 

countries 
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SERM. 7. 1 
countries, and the /aughter-houſes of precious ſouls. 


Such houſes are the wvay to Hell, going down to the 
| | chambers of Death * ! 


To you, who call yourſelves the ſons and daugh- 


d ters of pleaſure, the word of God declares, that you 
, are children of diſobedieuce, and children of wrath, 
| while you live in the fire of luſt, and wallow in the 
| filth of whoredom and fornication.—lIt is alſo ſaid, 
l kear too juſtly, that in ſome places, hat moſt atro- 
a cious and horrid fn is committed, the infamy of 
; which wants a name but I will not debaſe my ſub- 
| jet with mentioning a crime, which fills nature 
f | with horror and deteſtation! Therefore, 

12 5. I paſs on to obſerve, that Play Horſes are open 
d Food. gates to the fin of uncleanneſs. Our come- 
t 


dies in general, are ſtuffed not only with vain oaths 
a and impieties ; but often with ſuch obſcenities as a 
e modeſt Heathen would bluſh at ;—and our tragedies 
d filled with romantic love, pride, vain-glory, re- 
0 venge, luſt, cruelty, and even ſelf- murder: and the 
0 minds of too too many young people are extremely 
vitiated by theſe things“. 


* To the foregoing I may add Laſcivious 
K EBooks and Romances : Many of which are writ with 
h ba kind of enchanting elegance, to render the mi/- 
ſt chic palatable, and the bane more delicious: Theſe 

| prove | 
e . 


Prov. 7. 27. 


Should the reader be deſirous to ſee the true ſtate of the 
Wage, balls, &c. truly ſtated, I would refer him to an excellent 
4 Pook, entitled © An addreſs to perſons of faſhion, relating to 
Balls, Play-houſes, Card- tables, &c.” Aſcribed to Richard 
[ EU, Efq; | = 
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prove to many young people, like the poiſoned ſhirt 
preſented to Hercules, a peſtilent treaſure: They 
are like a cargo of goods tranſmitted from a Country 
infected with the plague; and therefore ſhould per- 
form quarantine IN TME FLAMES = 


To ſupport theſe vices, what numbers of people 
take to the High-way, and become Thieves and 
Robbers. O that I could ſufficiently expoſe 20is fin 
of Lijuſtice upon this melancholy occaſion !— 


(1) Stealing is a fin againſt the expreſs command of 
God, which is, THov sHALT NOT $STEAL*,” 80 
| that there can be no manner of doubt whether it 
be right or wrong: It is a 4zown and wwilſul fin, in 
defiance of the curſe of God in this world, and the 
world to come! 


(2) It is a crime againſt the cleareſt light of na- 
ture, conſcience, and the conſent of all nations; 
even thoſe nations which. are accounted the molt 
ignorant and benighted, ſuch as the Hottentots, &c. 
And that ſtate which once allowed a community of 
goods, found quickly, by experience, Þ;x/tice flow- 
ing in like a deluge; and therefore were driven to 
makelaws to defend every one's property : For there 


can be no ter, where there is no diſtinction of 
Poſſeſſion, 


© (3) Stealing includes a violation of many command: 
at once; it includes in it practical atheiſm,—a denial 
of God's all-ſeeing eye,—a contempt of jullice, 


and 
* Exod, xx. 
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and a Diſbelief of God's chreatnings: It plainly 
ſhews that Falſehood, Deceit, and vile Treachery 
are predominant in the heart of him that lays his 
hand upon another man's goods without his leave. 
Wicked coveting is alſo at the root of this ſin, and 
therefore it is an atrocious violation of the tenth 
commandment, ** Thou ſhalt not covet.” This vile 
fin of Healing is generally accompanied with Sloth, 
Pride, Gaming, Prodigality, and wicked company. 
A Thief is held in greater contempt than other ſorts 
of ſinners ; becauſe there is leſs temptation attend- 
ing the ſin of Healing, than moſt other ſins. 


| (4) All who are guilty of pilfering, ſtealing, and 
robbing, diſregard the checks, convictions, and | 
laſhes of their own conſcience, which God has pla- 
ced as a judge and reprover in the breaſtof ev'ry one. 
This fin brings men to do the greateſt injuſtice to 
themſelves. Thieves make quick and bold ad- 
vances to judicial blindneſs, hardneſs of heart, a 
reprobate mind, a ſeared conſcience,—and a total 
apoſtacy from all religion and reaſon.—It is alſo 
connected with many injuries“, and often With downe 
right murder. 


It is true, the two unhappy men before you, who 
are to ſuffer a ſhamejul death, have not been guilty 
of murder; yet their crime is very aggravating : 
To have our houſes broke open in the dead of the 
night, by men filled with rage, carrying terror with 
them, and with inſtruments of death i in their hands, 
hath ſomething in it very ſhocking. Women with 

FO 


* See the Vojuſt perſon” s Monitor, Imre 1 for F. bein 
Loxpox. 


(- 214 ) | SERM, 7 
child, have often by ſuch frights loſt their lives ; ſo 
that it is no leſs than a kind of murder in the con- 
ſequence, even ſuppoſing the ſons of violence are 
reſtrained from ſtriking.— I do not mention theſe 
things to upbraid the poor men, but to ſet the crime 
and its aggravations in its true light —O N1cuT: 
what iniquities are perpetrated under thy fable cur- 
tains! Thieves make choice of Thee to carry on the 
moſt outragious acts of wrong and robbery !—The 
Adulterer waiteth for the #w!/light, to betray the 
honour of a boſom friend! Then Faction forms her 
cabals, and whiſpers rebellion and confufion— 
crimes, which hide their odious heads in the day, 
and ſtalk through the gloom of Night with an audaci- 
ous front! Many owls that cannot endure the light, 
flutter abroad in the night, If the Night ſhould 
ſpeak all it knows, it would put millions to the 
Bluſh. ** Evil doers love DARKNESS,” and 1115 
a ſhame even tu ſpeak of thoſe things which are done 
© of them in ſecret.” The SUN, that Eye of heaven, 
does not ſee ſo much villany, as there is tranſacted 
in the NIGHT. It would be a long aſſizes, only to 
take the confeſſion and indictment of the Night / 


O hardened finner ! Thinkeſt thou to conceal thy 
foul practices? are they concealed from thy fellow- 
creatures ? they may for a time; but ALL are open 
to the chaſte eye of God !—An EE keenerthan ten 
thouſand ſuns, beholds ev*ry ſecret act! The thick- 
eſt ſhades are to him, like the burning Noon: Even 
in Darkneſs, to which thou flyeſt, there he erects 
his throne; That which thou thinkeſt is a covert, is 
the bar of his tribunal,-O remember this! Stand iu 


awe 
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awe; Sin not: A GREAT and TERRIBLE GOD is 
about thy path, and ſeeth all thy aways ! 


Laſtly, Confider the dreadful conſequences of 
this fin of Stealing. 


1. The word of God denounces moſt terrible 
threatnings againſt all decerzful xworkers, and the ſons 


F of violence and robbery, God declares in his 
3 word, that all unrighteous and fraudulent perſons are 
- an abomination to Himy: And, Thieves,” it they die 
r impenitent, all not enter into the kingdom of hea- 


ven; and again, The curſe of the Lord ſhall enter 
| «©. the houſe of the Thief.” 


(2) He that commits this atrocious fin, ſuffers 
| the loſs of the peace and pleaſure of a good conſcience, 
and is filled with fear and horror leſt he be found 
out: There is alſo the loſs of the honour, comfort, 
| and advantages which ariſe from a good name; and 
in the room of theſe, ame, contempt, and ignominy 
| take place. 


| (3) There is alſo the loſs of the Eſteem and So- 
eiety of wiſe and good men; and if ſuch muſt have 
any company, it muſt be the baſe, the vile and the 
vicious; for honeſt men will have no fellowſhip with 
we * tful works of darkneſs. 


| | (4) Thieves loſe the favourable care and protec- 
Fon of God's Providence, and muſt expect blaſting, 
god a curſe upon all they undertake, 


0) They loſe likewiſe the protection of good 
f Prernment, which is God's ordinance to pro- 


5 tect 
$ Pſalm, cxxxix, + Deut. xxv. 13, 17. 
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tet the honeſt and the upright :—In the room of 
protection, ſuch wicked men arm the laws againſt 
them; —and they are ſent to priſon, ſold for ſlaves, 
or executed upon a gallows. 


A learned writer obſerves, *©* that confinement in 
% our priſons, among malefactors, is a dreadful 
„ puniſhment : for our men of war, and priſons are 
„ little Hells : If Report ſays true, our common 
Jails are the very dens of miſchief, and ſchools of 
the fouleſt wickedneſſes. Theſe places of confine- 
ment are the means of farther tranſgreſſion.—Priſons 
built for diſcipline and chaſtiſement, breed and feed 
villany, ſo that ſome male factors have confeſſed, that _ 
they learnt more peſtilent wickedneſs in priſons ſta 
than they ever knew before. O ye Magi n. look wot 


into theſe Dens / M 
Finally, Thieves are not only puniſhed with con- Hh 
finement and ſhameful deaths, but with eternal mi- e 
ſery in hell, if they die in their ſins.— But! 5 
haſten n. 
ä | mery 
II. To ſhew, briefly, why the apoſtle ſo earnel- 3 
. 

ly exhorts young people to flee_youthful Lula. Ups 
Here ſome may be ready to aſk, ** why did nd! has ſt 

<< the apoſtle Paul ſay, Ref youthful Luſts ?”! have 
remed 


_ anſwer, the inſpired apoſtle knew well what he fad 
when he exhorted young people to fee youthful lul 
He indeed commands us ** zo refift the Devil, and 
will. flee from us,” i. e. we are to reſiſt his temptatid 
by prayer, watchfulneſs, by the word of God, an 
a non-compliance with his infinuations ;—But * 
: | Fl 
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are to ** FLEE youthful lufts.” —For when any one is 
tempted to unchaſte or laſcivious actions, or to bad. 


reſolution, and ſpeedy flight is the only way to 
ſecure victory, In this manner Joſeph became vie- 
torious over the ſubtle temptations of his miſtreſs, 
ſaying, . Fav can 7 do this Wickedneſ; and in againſt 


aſures of 
the fleſh, carnal and wicked company, muſt be ſub. 


He tha- toucherh 
* pitch, ſhall be defiled,” ſays Solomon: and he that 
ſtands capitulating with the temptations of unclean- 
neſs, or wicked company, is in danger to all. 
Many young people think 
venture into the company of harlots, or of drunk. 
ards, and preſume they can Keep themſelves unhurt x 
not conſidering that the company embolden; them to 
lin.—Some have ſaid, © We will fit down with this 


not hurt us :* But does not every 
down weaken your reſolution, and deprive you of 
ſtrength to reſiſt? Thus, by little and little, thy ſou! 
has ſuffered ſhipwreck, and by degrees all Its te 


nces 
have been thrown down. 


In -ſuch caſes, the only 


remedy is, to fee the firſt occaſions and temptations 5 
ſtop the avenues et a guard upon thy ſenſes; 
and reſtrain thine imaginations within prope 


limits. 


ome are of ſo affable, courteous, and pliant a 


temper, as expoſes them very much to the ſnares of 


uch temptations ; and therefore ſuch Ought to ſer 
a 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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a double 5 upon themſelves. A man ought not 
to fancy that company pleaſant or delightful, by 
keeping of which he runs the hazard of the health 
of his foul: Therefore, refuſe them when courted ; 
flee from them, as from a houſe that has the plague : 
« Enter not into the path of the deſiroyer, and go not 
© into the way of evil men; avoid it, turn from it and 


paſs away||.” 


4 But is there no allowance f ? —ALLOWANCE ! 
For what ?—aLLowaNCce for a life of difipation and 


folly ?—Bible-religion forbids no lawful pleaſure : 


your duty and happineſs are joined together: 
Therefore, Flee youthful Iufts ! 


2. We are exhorted to flee youthful luſis, becauſe 
they are contrary to the commands of God, contra- 


ry to his purity and holineſs: The 6REAT Gop, who 


is the GOVERNOR of the vori, is noLY, You im- 
peach the equity of his dominion, it you, who con- 
fiſt of e and /þir:t, give the pre-eminence to your 
carnal-Iufts, and are governed by them; for ** the 
«© carnal mind is enmity againſt God 1. 


3 Youthful Luſis thwart the deſign of the goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Do not you call yourſelves chr:/- 
tians? Do not you proteſs the holy religion which 
Chrift came into the world to teach and to eſtabliſh ? 
Are you not baptized in the name of the bleſſed 
TRxINiTtyY ? and are you not by your Bapzi/mz bound 
to obey the Laws of Chriff ?—The defign of the 
goſpel is, to cleanſe us from all filthineſs, both of fleſh 


. 4 Thoſe 


| Prov, iv. 14, 15. { Rom. viii. 7. 
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4. Thoſe that are ſlaves to youthful Luſts, grieve 
the /pirit of Gop. The fleſbly luſts of the old world 
provoked God to ſay, My ſpirit ſhall not always 
« ffrive with mand. His influences are reſiſted 
and quenched by the indulgence of carnal luſts ; 
and if the bleſſed ſpirit withdraws his divine influen- 
ces and operations from you, you are undone ; If 
he lets you alone, you are in the ſuburbs of hell, 
and in danger to be given up to @ reprobate mind. 


5. You are commanded to flee youthful luſts, be- 
cauſe they render you unfit for communion with God 
here, and the enjoyment of him hereaftter,—Carnat 
luſis abuſe and waſte the body, — hey war again}? the 
ſoul ;—they bring a reproach upon your name, you 
e get a wound and a diſhonour by them. —In a word, 
- indulging carnal luſt, brings ruin upon your eſtate; 
0 it brings mountains of guilt upon the conſcience; 
* and if you die impenitent, it is damning to all eter- 
n- nity. All theſe I could illuſtrate and prove at large, 
ur but I ſee the time allotted me will ſoon expire. 
be There fore I haſten to 
i The APPL ICA-T:1 ON; 
)e | 
7 1. See hence the dreadful ſtate and condition of 
ch thoſe, who are purſuing carnal Luſis and the works 
h ? of darkneſs, What will ye do, when the judge 
ſed Hall be revealed from braven in flaming fire, to take 
md « vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not 
the | ** the goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chrift; ?”” Will your 
feſp WW finful pleaſures afford you any relief in that day? 


U 2 | Relief 


L223 Cori, 145 -* Gen. Vic. 3+ -$ Prov. vi. 33. 
| 1 2 Thefl, 1. 8. 
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RELTIET! No, they will mark you out for a prey, 
and ſerve only to lure the vultures. The guilt ot 
ſin unrepented of, and not forgiven, will be like the 
garment of pitch and brimſtone, put upon the cri- 
minal condemned to the flames. Vou may boaſt 
of your youthful vigour and ſtrength, your courage 
und fortitude,—but what will all this avail you, 
when the EAT GOD ſhall turn his hand againſt 
vou ?—Your heart will then fail you, and your 
knees will become ſo feeble, as to ſmite one againſt 
the other with fear and horror, —If you are not 
ſheltered and ſecured by the atoning Blood of Jeſus, 
undaunted as you may 9% ſeem, you will // in 
the agony of deſpair, ** call upon the rccts to fall pon 
« you, and the mountains to cover hon but no rock 
or mountain will afford you any aid !—What givcs 
thee Courage, O man, to go on'in thy ſinful luſts? 
Cova, did I fay ? I recall it:—It is Fool-HAx- 
DIN Ess, fo to outbrave the warnings, the judge- 
ments and ſolicitations of heaven.—Wilt thou em- 
brace fin as a fiend? a' FRIEND! It is thine Ext- 
My,—and by loving and following the ways of ini— 
quity, thou makeſt thyſelf an enemy to God, an 
enemy to thy own ſoul, an enemy to thy family, and 
an enemy to thy country !—See the diſmal effects ot 
ſn, in the heaving ſighs of hee who fit down here, 
in a penitent poſture upon their own coffins !. But 
there are millions of atrocious crimes committed in 
our world, which have never been held unto the 
view of Mankind: Much of the evil of Sz is to be 
ſeen in the calamities- and judgments which hav! 
befallen people in his world: But could I uncover 
the 


* Rev. vi. 16. 
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the bottomleſs pit! could you hear the groanings of 
the damned much more of its terrible effects would 
appear :— What ſhall I ſay ? what arguments ſhall I 
make uſe of, to rouſe you to a ſerious conſideration 
that you, may fre from the <vrath to come ? This 
is a remarkable Day ;—a Day that will be remem- 
bered by ſome of you,. as long as you live in the 
world :—O that it may be memorable on account 
of your turning unto God! Let this be its diſtinction 


through all future Lite,—yca, through all.the ages 
of eternity! 


2. If young people are thus ſubject to be carried 


away with youthful luſts and ſinful practices; how 


ſhould this ſtir up the hearts of. all Goſpel Miniſters 


to be diligent and arduous in their labours, in their- 


ſeveral pariſhes and congregations ! Miniſters are 


called Watchmen, —to teach us vigilance :——Stewards, 


becauſe we mult give an account of our mni//ry to 
CurisT, the GREAT HEAD of the Church. Mini- 
ers are called Ambaſſadors, to denote the ihr. 
tauce of their Miflion :—Pathers,.to teach them care 
and compaſſion : — Teachers, whoſe office requires 
Patience, PFaithfulne/s, and right Knowledge of 
things: — and Stars, becauſe thay ſhould une in. 


Seand dofirine and by holy examplis, — If a Miniſter's. 
preaching is tainted with ier, is it any wonder 


if the prop le hould catch the infefion —Miniſters, 
in their congregations, zre like common Veli or 
Fountains, at which all the Town draws water; if 
their ſprings are poiſonous, corrupt and muddy, 


all the Town ſuffers, —It the Ni rfe be ſick, the 


Child that ſucks at her breaſt is in danger of the 
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| SERM. 7. 
diſeaſe. —The fs and errors of publick Teachers, 
are Teachers of Sins, A Miniſter's Practice has a 
louder found than his Preaching; they who forge? 
his Sermon will remember his Example, and will 
quote it as an apology for, and a drſerce of their own 
fins. Wo be to thoſe, who thruſt themſelves 


T-a83-.} 


into the miniſtry, and are ſcandalous in their Lives, 
and corrupt in their doctrines, caring the people to 
err! and, if they even preach Truth, yet the forlne/; 
of the glaſs makes men diflike the good wine. The 
fins of Hophni and Phinehas made the people“ to ab- 
& hor the offering of the Lord ;* Their white 
Ephods could not cover their black Deeds,.—But a 
good Paſtor is like Ig in a chryſtal veſſel, that 
ſhines every way for the good of men, and to the 
glory of Gon; or like a pleaſant river, that viſits 
many a village, and conveys benefit and advantage 
to many families.—Fohz is ſaid to be a burning and 
a ſhining ligt; His heart did burn with pure and 
fervent zeal for the glory e, God, and the good of 
Souls; He ſhone bright; ina holy Life and Con- 


verſation, whilſt the Scribes and Phariſees ſtained 


the dignity of their office, by baſe and wnevorthy prac- 
tices, St. Paul magnified: his office, and could 
ſay, What you ſe in me, bo.“ When he was at 
Athens, the blindneſs and ſuperſtition of the City, 
awakened in him all the powers ofeloquence, and he 
made the motto upon an altar to be the ſubject of an 
excellent /ermonF.—Think it not enough barely to 
deliver your meſſage from CurisT; but ſhew zea! 
for him whoſe embaſſy. you negociate, —A learned 


man aſked his friend, why Players on the Hage 
affected 


* 1 Sam. 11. 17. & Acts XVIL 
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affected their hearers ſo much with mere Fidtion, and 
Preachers in the Pulpit ſo little affected their hearers 
with real things? He replied, *©* Becauſe Players 
repreſent Fidtion as real; and Preachers repreſent 
real things as Fiction. Therefore deliver your meſ- 
ſage with zeal, and direct all your learning, whe- 
ther human or divine, to this grand end, to pro- 
mote His cauſe, who is Fudge of the quick and the 
dead. We have ſome, indeed, that run down all 
human learning, calling it Man's avi/dom ; and like 
Julian the Apoiate, they would be willing to ſhut 
up all the School-doors: but I apprehend this is like 
the fox in the fable, that diſpraiſed the grapes he 
could not reach.—Indeed, all human Literature can 
never furniſh us with ideas of /piritual things, with- 
out the teaching of Gop's Spirit; yet Learning 
[anfified, is of great ufe.—As the Iſraelites conſe- 
crated their jexvels to the ſervice of the Tabernacle, 
ſo ſhould Miniſters conſecrate all their gifts and ta- 
lents to the /ervice of Gb: Then we might hope 
to ſee Bible-Religion ſpread from pariſh to pariſh, 
and from houſe to houſe, till the knowledge of 
Chrift crucified would ſpread over all the Land, 
Lord! when ſhall it once be? But, 


3. If Young People are thus prone to follow youthful 
lifts, —This ſpeaks to you that are Parents and Heads 
of Families: — See here, what need yo have of in- 
ſtructing your children and ſervants, and to train 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ! 
For the want of this, multitudes live and die in igno- 
rance, Remember that your relation obligeth you 


do take care of their /ouls as well as of their bodies: 


The 
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he Soul is the child, —the Soul is the man rather 
than the body: therefore we read, that Abraharn 
& and Lot went forth æuith all the Souls they had gotten 
% i=» Haran; 1. e. all the perſons both male 
and female. The body is but the caſtet.. If any 
one was to leave you a Jewel of immenſe value to 
be kept ſafely for him, would you throw away the 
Feel and only preſerve the caſket ? Yet Parents 
commonly judge of their care and love to their 
children, by providing for the oxtward man, 
and teaching them to live well in this world. —This 
indeed is commendable, but is not the moſt weighty 
buſineſs of all forgotten in the mean time ?—How 
many are ambitious that their children may hve 
avell in this world,. and take no pains to teach them 
how to do ell for eternity, and how to carry them- 
felves towards Gord? And how can they do this 
without the now!/edze of the holy Rule they are to 
walk by ?—The royal Prophet knew no effeCtual 
means without this, therefore he propoſes this 
queſtion, © Wherewith ſhall @ young man cleanſe his 
% way?” which he refolves in the next words, 
« By taking heed thereto,. according to thy word.” 
And how ſhall they compare their way and the 
word of Go together, if not inſtructed ?—Our 
children are not born with Bibles in their Heads or 
Hearts :—Who then ovght to be their inſtructors, 
i not their Parents? Yea, who can do it with ſo 
much natural affeftion ?—Afﬀectionate Mothers often 
fay, * who can take ſuch pains with, and be ſo care- 
ful of a child as a Mother ??—They are bloody Ha- 


rents who inſtru not their children in the things 
of 
} Gen. xii. S Pf, cxix, 9, 
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of God, Do not you by neglecting this, put them 
under a kind of neceſſity of periſhing, if God in 
mercy prevents not ?*—lIs it any wonder to hear of 
a ſhip, ſunk or daſhed againſt the rock, which was 
put to ſea without cord or compaſs ? Nor is it to be 
wondered at, if children ſhould ingulph themſelves 
into fin and perdition, it they are thruſt forth into 
the world, which is a fea of Temptation, without 
the knowledge of God, or their duty towards him. 
For, 


Remember, It has been the Practice of the god- 
ly in all ages, to inſtruct and teach their children 
the way of God, We find David dropping excel- 
lent inſtructions to his ſon, ** Aro thou the God 
* of thy Fathers, and ſerve him with a perfect heart, 
„% and with a willing mind*,” Though he was a 
King, yet he did not put it off to his chaplains ; 
neither was Queen Bath/heba forgetful of this duty: 
We have her gracious counſels upon record, Prov. 
xxxi. Need I tell you of Lois the Mother of 7:- 
mothy, and his Grandmother Eunice, who taught 
him the Holy Scriptures from bis youth? If this had 
been done to theſe two criminals, it 1s probable 
they would never have come to this ſhameful end.— 
There are ſome prophane perſons willing that their 
children ſhould have good inſtructions : but I never 
knew nor heard of a good man that was regardleſs 


whether his child was inſtructed in the ways of God: 


or not, — They who neglect this, are unfaithful and 
unrighteous towards their children, in nat giving 
them the inſtruction which is their due.—They are 


| unfaithful and unrighteous towards God; becauſe- 


they 
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they keep that Talent in their own hands, which 
was given to be paid out to their children,— 
When Gop revealed himſelf to Abraham, and 
made known his covenant to Him, he had reſpect 
unto his children in that covenant of grace ; there- 
fore we find God, as it were, promiſing himſelf 
this work at Abraham's hand, that he will //ru#t 
his children; 7 know that he auill command his chil- 
* dren, and his houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep 
* the way of the Lord.“ 


Inſtructions are often the means of converſion, 
The Church began at firſt in a family; and was 
Preſerved by the godly care of Parents, in inſtructing 

their children and houſhold in the truths of God: 
and though now, the Church 1s not confined to ſuch 
narrow limits; yet every family ſhould be a little 
. nurſery for Heaven : But alas! Are there not many 
families that are no better than aurſeries for Hell? 


Befides, God has a particular claim to your chil- 
dren—they ſtand in a covenant relation to Him : And 
will you leave theſe immortal /ouls to be nurtured 
with the Devil's education Hear what God ſays, 
« Thy ſons and thy daughters, which thou haſt born to 
„ MET!“ He had taken them into covenant with 
bim ; therefore he complains of it, as a horrible 
wickedneſs, that they ſhould take nis children, and 
offer them unto Moloch. 


And is not Ignorance and evil Example, the bloody 
Knife which deflroys many young people ? ** My 
people 


* Gen. xviii. 17. 18. 
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« people are deſtroyed for lack of knowledoe* !” Have 
you not dedicated and given up your Children to 
God in the ſolemn ordinance of Baptiſm, and there 
deſired, before God and man, that they might be- 
come Covenant Servants to the Lord !—This was 
your incumbent Duty and Priviledge :—But how 
ſhall they know the will of Gop, the FaTutr, Son 
AND SPIRIT, in whoſe name they are baptized, if 
you ever teach them? 


Once more, - Remember, You who are Parents, 
and Heads of Families, that by not inſtructing hem, 
you entitle yozr/etves to all the ſins they ſhall commit. 
You may fin by proxy, and make another's fact your 
or, God ſays to David, by the prophet Nathan, 
* Thou haſt ſlain Uriah with the ſeord of the children 
* of Ammon*: Thou haſt done it !—So mayeſt 
4g thou pierce CunrisT with the bloody ſword of thy 

wicked children, whom thou haſt left uninſtructed 
Nl by word or example — The children of Bethel were 
nd ſlain by the Bear, as a judgment upon the wicked 
red parents, as well as a puniſhment to the children.—If 
thy child breaks the Sabbath, it is his fin; but more 


wo | thine, if thou never taught him better.—lIf he favears 
with | or Lies, the ſins are his; but more thine, if thou haſt 
Able ſet him the example and haſt not, at leaſt, endea- 
+ voured to inform his underfianding,—O what a ſad 

| greeting will there be, between wicked Parents and 
wicked Children, in the day of judgment! They will 

oody Wpccuſe You as being the murderers of their ſouls, and 
« My N their blood at your door—even curſing you to 
people 2 very face, becauſe you taught them no better. 


In 


+ Ezek, xvi, 20, 21. Hoſea, iv. 6. 
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In the Name of Gop, and for the ſake of your own 
souls, and the $0ULs, of your FAMILIES, I beſeech, 
I intreat, I adjure you to ſet about this work, in 
good Earneſt ! 


Ungodly M1N1sTERSs, and wngodly PARENTS are 
the ſource of a great deal of the Ignorance, and vi- 
ces which abound in the Land, From hence flow 
originally, many of the ſhameful executions every 
year, almoſt in every county in the kingdom.—It is 
not eaſy to expreſs the prodigious /gxorance which 
is to be found in many corners of this Land —This 
Lax, that is ſo full of Bibles! I ſpeak not by bear- 


ſay; but from a perſonal knowledge of many.— I 


expect no Heathen or Mahometan to give a leſs ac- 
count of themſelves, than numbers of perſons, of 
common underſtanding in other things.— If Sodom 
and Gomorrah, Tyre and Zidon, ſhall rife up in judg- 
ment againſt Judea, how deplorable mult theſe 1/tes 
of the Sea be ?—lIt Barbary muſt wring her hands, 
Chriftendom muſt tear her heart! 


I crave yorr favourable interpretation, Gentlemen, 
whoſe office it is to ſee the Laws of our country ex- 
ecuted, for the freedom I take in being ſo prolix: 
My Heart is full of the ſubject - And permit me to 
add yet a few words more to the vaſt numbers of 
voung people that are here aſſembled on this melan- 
choly occaſion, 


My dear young Friends! You are of great impor- 
tance to our world: — You are the Hope of Parents 
and the Hope of the Church. The choice you make 


is of great conſequence to all around you: If you 
take 
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take the broad road, it leadeth to deruction: You 

will become walking peſtilences :—Bur if you follow 

the advice of the tear, you will be great bleſſings in 

every place :—Hear what the pLEs8ED Jeew; ſays 

to you, Fade try yoke upor yor, and follow E! — 

The yoke of his commands is lined with Peace and 
- Love,—Hrs Command is not to be diſputed, but 
obeyed, —** Remember now thy creator, in the days of 
thy youth “ Remember him to love him; remember 
him to d:/fre Him, to depend upon Him, and to le 
to Him. — But when ?—Now, Now, —in the ecarly 
part of Life, Behold, xo is the accepted time, wow 
is the day of ſalvation.” How many peopte are 
ow in everlaſting chains of darkneſs, Who would 
give ten thouſand worlds ,if they had them, for 
one offer of ſalvation, or an opportunity of hearing 
one ſermon, or to ofier up one prayer to the throne 
of grace: but this they have not, nor ever will 
have !--This is the Scorpion that is continually btingy 
and the Horm that is ever gr>ving Tis this makes 
them ery, Wok, wok, wot to us, that we have n- 
ned, and neglefted the golden opportunities“ There- 


9's fore Flec youthful Inis“ This will prevent much 
Aron fin: Thoſe that repent in the motning of youth, 
1X : prevent much guilt, Learned Beza, in his old age, 
10 uſed to give God thanks for his being called to the 
rs of knowledge of the truth carly,—Remember that your 
elan- time is precious and may be very ſhort :—Believre 

you this? Are not the regions of the dead crowded 
npor- with young people ?=gourand Health of confiitution 
Parents are not proof againſt Death.—Away then with Se//- 
canal Aatterv, that puts of the preparation fot death to n 
It you more convenient ſea/on ! If you arg in Cunisr, Death 


X cannot 
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cannot hurt you! but if you die impenitent, you 


muſt bid an everlaſting farewell to all mirth and 
gaiety.— Vou are candidates for Eternity: if you 
die without experiencing the grace of God, you have 
no pleaſure to ſubſtitute in the room of what you 
loſe.— Flee then youthful Lufts!” Stand upon 
your guard againſt the firſt appearance of evil. You 
have been warned and intreated ; if you periſh thro' 
obſtinacy and unbelief, your blood will be upon 
your own head! I call Heaven and Earth to witneſs, 
that you have been invited to come to Jeſus ;—Life 
and Salvation have been ſet before you ; jt you pe- 
riſh, you will be without exculc ! | 


As to you, who are ſoon to ſuffer death, I cannot 
add any thing more to the inſtructions I have given 
you in private: And in all J have ſaid to you, I have 
kept cloſe to the Word of God, which cannot deceive 
vs. You are ſhortly to appear before the Tribunal 
of Gea,—You have ſaid, (and I hope, from your 
hearts!) „that you fee yourſelves 7% ſinners :” 
(May God help you to look by faith unto IEsus, 
who came to ſeek and to fave /of? finners !) “ But 
ſtill a ſenſe of your w/leng/5 and wnworthineſs fills you 
with doubts and Har - But remember, Jesvs is a 
Saviour of the wnvorthy, With your dying breath 
cry to the Lord, ſaying ** Lord Jeſus, receive my 
« firit?” 

But I have one requeſt to make to this large com- 
pany, in behalf of theſe dying men! I hope you 


will not refuſe this only favour, lt is, that you join 
with me ſincerely in prarer for them. 


End\ of the Sermons. 
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Containing a Narrative of what paſſed 
between the Author and two Con- 
victs under ſ{ecntence of Death. 


DEAR SIR, 


Received your kind Letter, in which you requeſt 

a particular account of the converſation which 
paſſed between me and the two unhappy men exe- 
cuted at eb, April roth. 1765. The Copy of 
the Letter which I ſent to the Rev. Dr. C. which 
you ſay you have peruſed, contains a general, but 
a brief narrative, written in haſte, I now fit down 
to gratify you with a more circumſtantial account 
of that ſolemn tranſaction, which ſo deeply impreſ- 
ſed my ſpirits. 


The leading ſtep to my firſt viſit, was in conſe- 
quence of a worthy Tradeſman in the Town, who 
is a fincere Chriſtian, full of meckneſs and compaſſion, 
who frequently viſited priſoners under ſentence of 


Death, and who has a happy talent of dropping 
X 2 7 ſerious 


6 
ferious hints to awaken the mind to con fideration : 
He took the liberty to mention my name, and the 
two priſoners fignified h defire of ſeeing me.—— 
'The good man cordially delivered their meſſage, and 


intreated l would go to ſee them.—I complied with 
this requeſt with great reluctance, becauſe I was in 
a great meaſure a ſtranger in the Town.—I was ap- 
prehenſive it might not be agreeable to the Miniſter 
of the Pariſh, who ſometimes reads prayers with 
them.—1 was alſo diſcouraged in my own mind on 
account of this ſervice being almoſt a zexv work, 
which required. Vidom and Prudence, as well as 
great Plainne/s and Faithfulneſ.— Il never had 
attempted a work of this kind before, except once, 
when I was a ſtudent at the Academy in Carmarthen, 
and my attempt then was fruitleſs; for I have rea- 
ſon to believe that the Criminal I then viſited, had 
no real ſenſe of the worth of his own ſoul, or the 
Eternity he was ſoon to enter upon; yea I am per- 
fwaded he was drunk when his Irons were knocked 
off, and that he died a hardened wretch, 


This di ſeouraging ſcene came freſn to my thoughts; 


nevertheleſs, after much ſolicitation, I complied, and 
made Francis and Brooks a morning vilit about Seven 
o'clock, — The Keeper of the jail received me cour- 
teouſly, and with, ſentiments of great humanity 
brought me to the place where the condemned Cri- 
minals were confined. 


After common place, How do.ye do?” &c, | 
obſerved ** That their condition was melancholy ; 
« the ſentence of Condemnation was paſt, and to be 


executed in a ſhort time,-Theſe fetters, theſe wall 
66. and 


1 
& and bars are truly a gloomy fight! Theſe are the 
« fruits and effects of fin.” - But to prevent too 
many repetitions of thoſe interlocutory words, 7 
ſaid,” ** He replied,” which muſt frequently recur, 


N and which can have no pleaſing effect upon your ear, 
L I will, as near as poſſible repeat verbatim what paſ- 
- ſed, in the form of a Dialogue. 


* 
Minifter. Pray have you any proſpect of a Re- 
prieve ? | 


Francis. No, Sir, we are Friendleſs, —But 'tis 
very ſad for two luſty men to loſe our lives on the 
account of a covetous old D---/'s money.,—The 
Fudge and Fury dealt very hard with us, to. condemn 
us. Hie is as bad as we: pay, he promiſed if we 
would return the money we ſhould not be hurted. 
We returned the money, except what we had ſpent, 
er- now inſtead of keeping his Promiſe he appeared 
Ked againſt us, and we mult die. I with we had kept the 
money, — (N. B. This was ſaid with an air of deep 


reſentment and anger.) 


hts ; 

and Min. Pray what Right had you to take his 

ven money ? ; 

4 5 Brooks, True, we had no right; but neither 

nity | : x 

Cri. of us committed murder in our lives, nor would not. 
Mn. But did you not break into the man's 

. houſe, in the dead of the Night, and tell him, If he 

xc. 


would not deliver the X of ſuch a che, he was a 
dead man? | 


L£rancis, We did ſay ſomething like it, but we 
bad no intention to kill him, nor would not. He is 
X 3 and 
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an old R-——, The Jake and — with we 
bad kept the money}. 


Min, Pray, did you ſend. for me, to hear you 
rail againſt Judges and Magiſtrates, whoſe office it is 
to keep good order, and prevent wicked people from 
making a prey of the Yon, indufirious and quiet. peo- 
ple of the Land? Do you not know that Govern». 
ment is an ordinance of God? and that we are ſtrict, 
ly commanded in the word of God o ſubmit our- 
« ſelves to every orditance of man, for the Lord's ſake ; 
66. avhether it be.to the King, as ſupreme; or unto Gower- 
% nors, as unto them that. are ſent of him Governors 
and Rulers have a right to be obeyed in all things, 
wherein they do not interfere with the commands 
of God. If the law did not confize and puniſh acts of 
Violence and Robbery, no ſtate or condition of men 
would be ſecure. Our Rights, Liberties, Eſtates and 
Properties, would be all at an end.—As you. look. 
upon yourſelves as. dying men, would you chooſe. 


that I ſhould Vatter you, or ſpeak plainly and honeſtly, 


to your caſe? % 


c — ß ⏑ 


t Thieves ought to be ſeverely puniſhed. Yet, 'tis humbly pro- 
2 to the kgylative Powers, How they can reconcile the, Laus 
of England, which makes Stealingcapital, with the Law of God? 
Exod. xxii. 1. If a man fieal an ox or @ ſheep, he ſhall reſtore it 
« five fold, or be ſald for his theft i if he can make no reſtitutian.“ 
Should it be objected, That the Jeaus were under a Theocr acy :---It- 
may be anſwered, That the moral Law is in force among all, or 
ſoul} be fo. It has. been alſo obſerved by wiſe men, That fince- 
Stealing has been made capital, Rob beries are become more frequent 
than before; from whence we may obſerve, That thoſe Laws 
which are not agreeable to the Law of God, prove à curſe to a- 
Nation, Is it not diſgrace to the nation, that ſo many ſcores of 
Thieves are hanged every year in this kingdom? A Myrderer 
#ould never be left to eſcape, if found out. 


S 


„ 


Francis, It would be of no ſervice to us to be 
Hattered now. 


Min. Do you believe that you have immortal 
Souls 2 


Priſoners. Yes, to be ſure, we have. 


Min. Then you alſo believe, that your ſoulz 


muſt exiſt, i. e. have being ſomewhere when your- 
Bodies are dead ? 


Preiſe. et. 


Min. Do you believe that there is a Heaven and 
Hell? 


Priſ. Yes, we have heard ſo. 


Min, T aſk. you theſe queſtions purely out of 
regard to your ſouls.. It grieves me, though I am an 
entire firanger to you, to. ſee the condition you are 
in.—Pray where do you expect to go when you are 
dead? :o a ſtate of Happineſs or to a ſtate of Miſery x 


Priſ. We hope we ſhall be happy. 
Min, Why do you hope ſo? 
Francis. I don't know. 


Brooks, If we repent. 


Min, Francis, Can you tell me what Rege ntaxce. 
1s 2 


Francis, No, Sir, I never. was. brought up to 


learning. I cannot read, but my Companion can 
| read a little, 


Mine 


„„ 
Min. Brooks, Take this book in your hand, and 
tell what Book it is. 


Brooks, Tis the Bible and Teſtament, (return- 
ing it.) | 


Men. You are right, and 'tis by the things con- 
tained in this Book, You and 1 ſhall be judged, by 
the GREAT Gob, who 4nows all our ret thoughts. 
— Do you believe this? 


Priſoners. We cannot deny that. 


Min. Iwill read you a paſſage out of this Book, 


which 1 deſire you to obſerve with the ſtricteſt at- 
tention. 


. 


1 Cor. vi. ch. 9. 10. verſes. 


«© Know ye not that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit 
« the kingdom of Heaven? Be not deceived : neither 
* fornicators, nor adulterers, nor Feminate, nor abu- 
* ers of themfelves with mankind, nor thirwes, nor 
% drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners Hall iule- 


* rit the kingdom of God!” 


The latter part of the ninth werſe, I will not 
touch upon, as I apprehend the Apoſtle refers to 
a moſt atrocious crime, that ought not to be fo 
much as named among Chriffians: It is the laſt 
ſcum of Human Nature's filth !-—Here are many 
heinous fins mentioned ;—Among others, Thiewe: 
and Robbers :—Thieves are ſet down in this wery, 
wery black Lift: and all who die in this condition, 


are for ever ſhut out of the kingdom of Heaven, — 
Here the crime for which your fetters are rivetted 
on is mentioned in, particular, —Let me point out 

| the 
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the aggravations of this fin of Stealing, and though 
I am a ſtranger to you, yet does not your conſei- 
ence tell you, that you have been guilty of many 
other crimes before you ventured upon this crime 
which brought you to this dark confinement ? Theſe 
verſes then bring you heavy tidings :—But this is 


but apart,—G1ve me your attention, whilſt I bring 


you another, 


Rev. xxi. 8. 

Hut the fearful, and the unbelicwing, and the 
© abominable, and murderers, and <whoremongers, and 
© forcerers, and idolators, and all lyars ſhall have 
e their part in the Lake that burneth with fire and 
« brim/tone,”” Here you ſee that the Fearful are con- 
demned; i. e. Thoſe that are aſhamed and afraid to 
profeſs Chriſt, and own him as their Lord and Savi- 
our, and refuſe to obey him ;—** and the abominable; “ 
ur crimes are abominable. — Obſerve farther, 
that the zxbelieving are condemned. —Unbelief is at 
the bottom of all other ſins: It is the fin by which 
Adam and Eve tell. —Unbelief is a fin that leads a 
perſon to turn a deaf ear to all God's threatnings 
againſt the ſinner, —The Devil ſets up this ſin as a 
blind between the ſinner and God, ſo that the 
threatnings of God's holy law are neither dreaded 
nor feared :—It damps the ſtriving of God's Spirit 
with the conſciences of ſinners: Would you be 
guilty of ſwearing, if you firmly believed in your 
heart that damnation would be the wages of ſin? 
Would you have ſtretched out a violent hand upon 

| the 


+ To avoid repetitions, the reader is defi red to ſee the ſubſtance 
of what was ſaid on the above Text, Scrm. vii, Page. 212. 
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the goods of another, if you were fully perſwaded 
you ſhould damned for it? No: you would as ſoon 
run into a fiery furnace as do it, if you did really 
believe what God faid in his word. — Conſider, 
next, to what place you muſt go after death, if you 
die impenitent,—Your portion will be in the Late 
which burncth for ever and ever (This Lake is that 
which is called in other parts of Scripture, Hel; 
where there is nothing but ſhrieks, and fears, and 
horrors, and palpable darkneſs mixed with un- 
quenchable fire; here there is no intermiſſion of 
complaints,—no breathing for pain!—Do you be- 
lieve this ?—What are theſe fetters, when compared 
with chains of darkneſs? What is this gloomy pri- 
fon, when compared with the priſon of II? 
The wicked man in heil will be like a brand in a 
great fire; no part free from burning.—Our Lord 
ſays, There the worm dieth not:” This Worm 
is the ſtinging of a vexed conſcience. —As the cor- 
ruption of a dead Body breeds the worms that de- 
ſtroy it, ſo from the corruption of fin riſeth that 
worm, the ſting of confcience, which is a thouſand 
times worſe than the Vulture feeding upon the vi- 
tals :—and what adds a keen accent to all, is, That 
the torments of the wicked will be ETERNAL ! 


Pray attend to a third paſſage, which wall lead 
your thoughts, under the bleſſing of God, to fee the 
exceeding finfulneſ; of ſin. 

Gal. iii. 10. % Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all things, which are written in the Boo of 
„ the Law to do them.” 

The Laws of England take cognizance only of 
outward actions. If you meditated miſchief in your 
heart, yet if you refrained from committing the 


Crime 
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crime you meditated, the Law of your country 
could not touch you: If you deſigned to 2 and 
Heal, to commit adultery, break the SabZath, cur/e 
and fear; and to be guilty of Rebellion and Murder 
in thought, —yet if theſe did not break forth into 
ads, the Law of the Land could not lay hold of 
you.,—But remember, that the Law of God extends 
to your Hugbts aud termpers, as well as to your words 
and action. The law of God forbids every thing 
that is fivtul, and condemns you tor evil thoughts ag 
well as wicked ations: It enjoius every thing to be 
done in the utmoſt perfection. For inſtance, if you 
loved or feared any Creature more than the Car a. 
roa, you come under the fentence of condemnation, 
But have you not loved the creature, and deſpiſed 
God? loved fir, and cared no more for your /oxls 
than for the molt 7ri/ing thing in the world ?—If 
you have but once omitted to worſhip GOD in pirat 


"® and truth, you thereby beco me great tranſgreſſors. 
* Suppoſe you have ne ver ſwore an oath, yet if you 
at mentioned the holy Name of Gop or CnnISs x 
I thoughtleſly, you then did take the Name of God 
YG in vain, and he will not hold you guilrieſs, If you 


did not make it your conſtant practice to enter the 
courts of the Lord, and ſpend the Sibbath in his 
ſervice, you then profaned the Sabbath —W henever 
you ſhewed any d//re/pet to your Superiors, or un- 
kindneſs to your Eguals and [nferiors, you then vio- 
lated the /azvy of Gor; which commands us to 


1 of * Honour all men. — Suppoſe you had never hurt 


| yourſelves by drinking to exceſs; ſuppoſe you never 
| ſiruck a man in anger, or never wounded or injured 


againſt 


| the character of any one; yet, if you ſuffered hatred 
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againſt any one to riſe in your breaſt, then in the 
eye of God's law, you committed a kind of murder ; 
If you looked upon a woman to 1% after her, you 
then committed adultery in your heart, —If you had 
never pilfered or touched the goods of any one; 
yet, if you coveted to have what another poſſeſſed, 
This would be Robbery in the eye of God: for His 
law reacheth unto the thoughts and intents of the t 
Veart.— Look then inward: How many acts of 
wickedneſs have you committed againſt the law of 


God, as well as againſt the law of your country, and h 
How many myriads of fins have you committed Cc 
IN YOUR THOUGHTS ! | di 
| | re 

But what gives me a peculiar concern at this 'Þ 
time, is, that from what you have ſaid, it is plain © 


to me, you never were corm:nced of fin againſt God; 
and, if you die in that condition, (without a perad- 


venture!) you will be condemned to eternal Miſery : tru 
for He that believeth not, ſhall be DAMNED,” —and dog 
« Except yerepent, ye ſhall per iſh,“ are the declarations die 
of the God oF TRUTH, who hath alſo teſtified, that be 
«4 the wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and“ the face of e 
«© of the Lord is againſt them that do evil,” min 
1 ted | 


With theſe awful tidings I muſt leave you for 


the prefent : and I beſeech you to conſider what J. 
I ſay, or rather, what Gop ſays in his word. —It for x 
the ſentence of condemnation from the mouth of the tural 
judge on earth, made you tremble, What muſt the W of ef 
tremendous ſentence of the JupGE or ALL be!” dare 
Francis. I hope you will pray with us before wo 
Jou go.“ the N 
Ain, in . 
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Mi. What ſhall I pray for? 
Francis. That God would forgive us. 


Min. This I cannot refuſe; for you ſtand in 
great need of Prayer. May God give you a heart 
to pray for yourſelves, as well as a deſire for others 

| to pray for you !” 


: Having prayed, we parted; and I expected to 
1 hear no more from 'them : as I thought, by their 
1 countenances, my meſſage ſcemed to ſtir up ſome 
diſpleaſure. But about twenty-four hours after, T 
received an Invitation to make them a fecond viſit, 
18 I accordingly did fo, and it produced the tollowing 
in converſation. 
1; 
d- Francis. If what you told us the laſt time is 
1 true, we are very wretched: to be hanged up like 
nd dogs here, and go to Hell among Devils when we 
»ns die is fad, We have no Hopes or Expectations to 
hat be delivered from the Halter ;—lIs there no hopes 
Fact of eſcaping from Hell ?—TI was ſo uneaſy in my 
mind, all night, that I could not fleep; and we wan- 
ted to ſee you ozce more, 
for | | 
x hat Mn. What I faidto you laſt, is certainly true; 
—It for what I ſpoke was the Word of God; or what na- 
f the turally flowed from it,—Although you have no hope 
t the ot eſcaping a ſhameful death in this world, yet I 
1 dare not ſay, for the world, That you ought to de- 
To | ſpair of ſalvation through %s Chri/f: for we read 
be 


| of the Prodigal, that he returned home to his Fa- 
| ther ; ;—the 4% ſheep was found; —a rcbelllous for was 
* brought 
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brought to repentance ; and a dying thief was con ver- 


ted, —Pray do you remember the firit ſcripture I 
mentioned to you?“ 


Francis, I do remember ſome of the words, and 
they are very ternble, ** Thieves ſhall not enter the 
* kingdom of heaven, 


Brooks. T have read them ſeveral times fince you 
was here, Sir, 


Ain. Let me read to you the verſe which follows 
thoſe terrible words —** Of ſuch were ſome of you : 
« but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanfified, but ye are | 
« juſtified in the name of the Lord Feſus, and by the 
& ſpirit of our God.” (N. B. After a plain expla- 
nation of the words, I aſked,) Can you tell what is 
your ſtate by nature ? 


Francis. The ſame as other people's. 


Brooks. We are all ſinners. 


Min. Do you think that your hearts are good? 


Francis. I thought once my heart was good, tho 
I did many bad things: I believe I was miſtaken. 


Min. Indeed you were, The word of God de- 
clares, and right experience teſlifies, ** that the hear! 
« 75 deceitful,” and deſperately wicked” — A cage of 
unclean birds—A den of thieves, which break down 
God's fences. It is the ſeat of Anger, Envy, Pride, 
Malice, Covetouſneſs, Lewdneſs, Railing, Lying, 
Diſcontent, and every helliſh principle. All the 
evil actions that broke out in your Lives began in 
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your heart. The hands, the eyes, the feet—all fol- 
low the motions of the Heart: And before you can 
go to the kingdom of Heaven, you muſt be regene- 
rated, —you muft be horn again, —you muſt be conver- 


ted, Pray did you ever hear of the New-Birth, or 
Regeneration? 


Francis. No, never before. 


Min. Did you ever attend any public worſhip ? 


Francis, We went to church ſometimes ;— 
though I ſeldom went, God forgive me.—Pray, Sir, 
tell us what this Regeneration and Converſion is? 


Min. I am ready to give you all the aſſiſtance 
in my power: Beg of God to bleſs his word to 


5 ou.—1 will read you our Lord's word to Nicodemus, 


Jolin. iii. - 
«© Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the Hay 


* domof God. Marvel not that Tſaid unto thee, ye muff 


« be born again,” —St, Paul allo. declares, ** If any 
© man be in Chrift he is a new creature.” From 
theſeand a variety of other paſſages, which might be 
produced, you ſee, This is not an inſignificant He- 
culation, or the peculiarity of a party; but it is eſ- 
ſential to every good Man and Woman in the world, 
When you were born into the world, you were 
introduced into human Society ; So this new-birth, 
or change of heart, brings ſinners into the Church 
of God, and makes us members of his myſtical 
body. Children when they are born reſemble 


their Parents; So, by the New Birth, finners are 
made 


1 2 
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wade partakers of the divine nature: for the Scrip- 
ture ſays, .** e are renewed aſter bis image, in knows 


*« ledge, rightcouſneſs, and true holineſs, — Children 
are endowed with child-like diſpoſitions towards 
their Parents: So when a finner 1s renewed by 
Grace, he is inſpired with child-like tempers to- 
wards his heavenly Father. A child has a growing 
principle in hum—ſo the principles of Grace im- 
planted in the heart are capable of growth and im- 
provement. A very great change pulles in the ſin- 
ner's heart :—if you experience it, it will lead you 
to hate what you once loved; and to love that 
which you once hated, It is a change of temper, 
practice, and ſiate :—a change ſo great, that it may 
well be called a zerv creation,—lIt is called a change 
from the death of fin, to the lie of righteouſneſs-— 
& Tou hath he quickened, who avere dead in treſpaſſes 
«© and fins.” It you were to ſee a boiſterous, rug- 
ged, cruel villain become meek, lowly, humble 
inoffenſive; would you not ſay, that He is be- 
come another Man ?—This converſion is a change 
of a thoughtleſs, ignorant, hard-heatted, rebellious 
finner, into a thoughtful, tender, broken- 
hearted, dutiful fervant of Gov. He that lived 
prayerleſs when unconverted, can no more live 
without prayer than breathe without air ;—He that 
had no regard to Gop, will reverence and adore 
Him as the greateſt and bet of Beings; —The man 
that was cnce diſguſted at every thing that was 
holy, now . wiſhes to be holy in heart, Ife and con- 
werſation:— He wonders at his own blindneſs and 
ſtupidity, in being ſuch a tame ſlave to the Devil. 
The fight which a ſinner has of his own ſinfulneſs 

makes 
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makes him deeply ſenſible of the neceſſity of an 
almighty Saviour; and he eagerly embraces him 
as ſuch, and entruſts his eternal ALL into his hands : 
-— He looks to him and admires him in his Per/on, 
as Gop and MAN in one Per/on, —longs and lan- 
guiſhes for him, and relies upon him as Prophet, 


Prieſt, and King.” 


Converſion includes in it, a fight of yourſelves 
to be ſinful, guilty, depraved, vile creatures, who 
moſt juſtly deſerve everlaſting puniſhment. Sin will 
appear to be ſo ſhocking an evil, that nothing but 
the infinite mercy of God, on the account of the 
blood and righteouſneſs of CuR ISH, can fave you.— 
This converſion includes in it Repentance.,—lI aſked. 
you a little while ago, what Repentance was? you 
told me, you could not tell: Now true Goſpel Ne- 
pentance is a real ſorroto for fin, not only becauſe it 
has brought you to this priſon, and faſtened theſe 


fetters upon you, but purely becauſt you ſinned 


againſt God. True Repentance kindles a diſpleaſure 
with yourſelves, a remorſz of canſcience, ſhame and 


| ſelf-condemnation, becauſe you have ſinned againſt 


a good Gop, a holy Saviour :—TFrue Repentance. 
works an anxious ſolicitude that the evils you have 
done were all undone. In a word, it includes in it a 
turning to the Lord with your whole heart, To give 
you a farther view of this important ſubject I will 
read and explain to you the li. Pſalm, which is the 
true penitent's pſalm. And may you feel the lan- 
guage of it, and make it your own. 


The 


1 
The Third Viſit. 


M. How is it with you? you appear gloomy, 
and melancholy. 


Francis. I have reaſon ſo to be, for I muſt ſoon 
appear before the great Judge: I am uneaſy on ac- 
count of my ſins. 


Mu. That is a good ſign: It would be bad in- 
deed to be left unto hardneſs of heart, I hope you 
begin to have different views of things. A man 
that can dive into the Sea has many tuns of water 
upon him, and he ſcarcely feels it; but a little 
in a leaden Veſſel laid upon this man's ſhoulder 
would ſoon weary him : So you once plunged into 
Sin and VWickedneſs, and you felt it not; now your 
conſcience is awakened, the guilt of fin makes you 
heavy and melancholy, —and indeed it is ſuch a bur- 
den as will fink you to Hell, if 'tis not pardoned, 


Francis. How can we come at this pardon ? 


Men. There is but one way to get at it, and that 
is by believing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. All the 
men on earth, all the angels in heaven cannot ſave 
you. There is no name given under heaven where- 
by finners can be ſaved, but by Him alone. This 
Book of God in my hand opens a door of Hope for 
the moft guilty, who have neither Plea nor Hope but 
what the goſpel proclaims ; and all ſuch are invited, 
without exception, though they have been the vi- 
left offenders, I have turned down three paſſages 
of Scripture which I will read and explain to you ;— 
One of themis in the Old Teſtament, 


2 Chron, 
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2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13. Aud when he was in 
% aftifion, he ſought the Lord.” &c. But before I 
enter upon the converſion of this vite Caitiff, let me 
put you in mind, that the Spirit of God is the great 
Author of converſion, It is our duty to believe and 
repent, but Faith and Repentance are the gif? of God; 
and to him you ſhould look for grace to repent. He 
uſually works by means; as by affliftions, by the 
miniſtry of the word, and various other ways, ** He 
* commandeth men every where to repent.” —Repent or 
periſh, is the ſound of the word. And St. Peter ſays, - 
He is not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to Repentance: He has no pleaſure in 
the death of finners. If therefore this confinement, 
theſe Irons and Troubles which you now feel ſhould 
be inſtrumental in God's hand to bring you, with 
Manaſſeh, to ſeek the Lord, it will be your peculiar 
mercy.. Aſk, and it ſhall be given you, Seck, and 
you ſhall find,” 


N. B. Here was laid down and enforced, t. 
The ſtate and caſe of wicked Manaſt, 2. The 
parable of the prodigal Son, Luke xv. And 3. The 
poor Publican, Luke, xviii. 13. and Mary Magda · 
len, Luke, vii. 


— — — 


My dear Sir, It would take too much of your time 
and mine, to give you a full account of what was 
ſpoken from the above delightful places of ſcrip- 
ture: only I would obſerve, that it would have 
greatly affected you to have ſeen the eagerneſs with 
Which the two Malefactors attended to the endearing 
view 
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view which thoſe ſcriptures give of the Lore of 
Feſus Chriſt, in pardonimg, accepting, and receiving 
the wretched, - miſerable, notorious ſinnets, who 
come to him for Life, — 


A ſhort account of the rence of the Thief up- 
on the croſs, with prayer, concluded this interview. 


On parting with them, they ſaid, They had 
heard I was to preach to-morrow” and added,“ It 
our keeper will give us leave to come out, Will you 
preach to us? I replied, With all my heart.“ 


Tbe humanity of the Keeper was great on this 

occaſion, he attended them himſelf to the worſhi pot 
God, and a great number of people were preſent. 
The ſubject was, 1 Tim. i. 15. This is faithful 
„ /aying, andworthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt Feſus 
© came into the world to ſave invers, of whom I am 
*. chief*,” It was indeed a ſolemn time— The 
power of God attended the word: — There was 
ſcarcely a dry eye, in the whole place.—And as to 
the Priſoners, partieularly Francis, floods of tears 
flowed down, ſo that he could ſcarcely fit upon the 
ſeat.—In the evening I made them my laſt viſit, and 
found them full of concern and thoughtfulneſs. 


— — — 


Francis. T have been, and am a poor vile finner, I 
ſee it. Vou have f{aid-much-of faith in Chriſt, and 
of our coming to Jeſus Chriſt: But I am unworthy 
to come, how dare ſuch a ſinner: as. I am truſt in his 
mercy ? | 
Miu. Becauſe we are unworthy and vile finners, 
therefore Chriſt came down from Heaven to die for 


u:. ** The whole need not a Phyſician, but they that 
| * See Sermon I, 6 gre 
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„ are fick,—He came not to call the righteous, but 
% ſinners to repentance, Call up:n me, ſays he, in the 
* day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, and thou 
« Halt glorify me. Here is a gracious Promije 
made by a faithful God, and made without £:77:tation 
or Condition to every one in time of Trouble, and re- 
quiring only the prayer of Faith for deliverance-— ' 


True Faith conſiders all the promiſes as made to ſup- 


ply our wants, and it reſts upon the Lord's faithful - 
neſs to fulfill them, —You have heard that the invi- 
tations of the Goſpel are free and without reſerve, 
% Come, for all things are ready! All bleſſings, all 
merciee, pardon and Alvation are ready. The Lame 
the halt, and the blind were invited : Meſſengers 
were ſent to the High-ways and Hedges to invite 
the poor, the miſerable, the blind and naked. Of 
thoſe that came to Chriſt, under many complaints, 
it is ſaid that he healed them all.— The manner of 
their applying for help is fot your imitation : when 
they came to Chriſt, they pleaded no wort hing to 
recommend them: they did not come to $zz, but to 
beg ; they carried no monry in their hands, or merits 
in their mouths ; they came as miſerable creatures; 
ſo muſt you, if you hope to ſpeed. —Feſus Chrift is 
GOD OVER ALL, and an ALMIGHTY SAVIOUR, ever 
within call to thoſe that ſeek him: Your Want is 


your Warrant to go to him.,—You have heard how 


blind Bartimeuscryed to him, Have mercy upon me 


He came as helpleſs : ſo muſt you. Come to him in 


faith: Believing in Him is of the greateſt conſequence 
here, therefore Jeſus Chrift uſually aſked, ** Do you be- 
© lieve ? Doft thou believe that I am able to do this ?” 
Your whole expeRation of pardon, muſt be from his 

blood 
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blood and merits; and your whole expectation of 
nee grace, muſt be from his ſpirit. 


| You hare heard why the. A Jzsus ſuffered the 
ſhameful,, the painful and agonizing death of the 
croſs. * He was wounded for our tranſureſ Non, he 
© was bruiſed for our iniquities :“ all his mage 
were to make atonement for us. | 


» Brooks., Theſe things are new. to me: you ſpeak 
much: of Faith, pray what is it? 


Mean. It is to take the Lord vpon his word : It is 
to believe what he ſays: or in other words, It is a 
Reliance of your ſoul upon Feſrs Chri? for all the 
ends and purpoſes for which the goſpel reveals him. 


You reſt upon him, if you have rue Faith, u. hich 


is of the operation of the /pirit of God: I ſay, you 
rely upon him for the pardon of fin, for peace of 


conſcience, Bebold; the Lamb of God that. taketh 


away the fin of the world If you have faith, you 
have ſeen your own Poverty, and his Fulneſs ; your 
own Unworthinefs and his Merits ; your own weak- 
neſs and his power; and you cry to him for the ſup- 
ply of your wants.—Attend to theſe bleſſed words, 
«© Come unto me all de that labour and are hear: laden, 
% and I will give you ref” —burdened with guilt, 
burdened with fear, come to him. Believe in the 
Lord Jeſus and you ſhall be ſaved. His name is 
Jenov An, our RIGHTEOUSNESS, —Becaule you are 


. ruined, and have nothing that may recommend you 


to the moſt Hi Gop, Chriſt has brought in a com- 
pleat and a divine Righteouſneſs. He blotteth ont 
tranſgreſſions, aggravated e innumerable 
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A 
tranſgreſſions, as a cloud ; as eaſily and as compleat- 
ly, as the wind ſweeps away a floating cloud from 
the face of the ſky, /, Chrift is a hiding place 


from the wind, and a covert from the tempeſt of divine 


vengeance: In him there is perfect ſatety, and no 


where elle. 


Priſ. To-morrow we muſt die,—will you be ſo 
kind as to grant us the favour to attend us at the 
place of execution? 


Ma. You know how your cafe has affected me, 
I cannot bear the thoughts of attending you then, 
I hope ſome worthy C!ergyman of greater fort tude 
and courage than I, will do you that kindnefs, 

Pri/; If they refuſe, will you go with us? 

Mi. J cannot promiſe.” 


Singing and carnet prayer concluded this left viſits 


4 


Methinks I ſee you defirous, my dear Sir, to know 
the conclufion of the whole.—When the time came 
they ſent two preſſing meſſages, deſiring me to meet 
them at the fatal Tree. Several of my friends urged 
me to go, one of whom got a Poſe=chai/e, and brought 
it to my door; with much Reluctance I went into 
it: We ſoon overtook the Cart which conveyed the 
criminals, I deſired that the cart might be ſtopped, 
and exchanged my eaſy ſeat in the Chaiſe for the 
Cart, and ſat upon the coflins. The convicts, I had 


obſerved, fcemed to be in a praying poſture all the 
way. 


Men 


1 


( 


When Francis ſaw me ſo near, he ſaid, ©* O dear 


* Sir! are you come? what a poor wretch am I! 
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I have followed the devices of my own heart! I 
caſt myſelf out of the way of inſtruction, and 
have brought myſelf to a ſhameful end. —I feel 
that word out of the book, which you repeated 
more than once, My own wickedneſs doth correct me, 


"Tis an evil aud a bitter thing, to fin againſt God, — 


What an ignorant creature have I been -I never 
heard in my life of the corruption, and wicked- 
neſs and unbelief of man's heart, till the other day: 
now I feel it. I never heard of the New-birth, 
and a renewed heart, till the other day; — I never 


heard of the ſtrivings of the ſpirit of God, till = 


other day.—I never heard of Fe/zs Chriſt, only in 
general, and to take h name, and the name of God 
in vain EI never heard what ſort of a perſon he 
is, nor of his offices, nor the merits of his blood, 
till within two or three days: If I did hear, I 


never obſervel it ; I never heard, to obſerve, any 


thing of faith, repentance, and holineſs,—T was 
at firſt angry with Mr. Y, for proſecuting 
me,—aygry with the Judge and Jury for condem- 
ning me, and I wiſhed I had kept the money, 
which T had no right to touch : How abominably 
wicked am T! I ought to be angry with myſelf! 
It grieves me, now, that I touched any thing of 
another man's. But O! O the fins of my 
thoughts! But O that bleſſed word! „ This is a 
faithful ſaying ; and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Feſus Chriſt came to ſave finners The chief of fin- 
ners, the CHIEF—I am the chief.“ 


Mu. 
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An. Pray what proſpects have you of death and 
eternity ? 


Brooks. I have been earneſtly ſeeking and aſking 
-mercy—l think theſe words, Ast, and it ſhall be 
« given you,” help me. 


Francis. . As to the death of my body—lIt is no- 
„thing. No! 'tis nathing : 'tis what I deſerve: 
„ deſerve Hell.—But laſt night, I could not ſleep, 
* Who could fleep in my condition? I was full of 
% diſtreſs— I threw myſelf on the ground, and if 
<< ever I prayed in my life, I prayed then; and 1 
felt ſome ſweet peace that I never felt before, nor 
cannot tell you of it.—I think I looked then to 
the Lamb of God—O his love! how great! dying 
for the vileſt ſinners ! O if he will admit me into 
the meaneſt corner of heaven, what a monument!“ 


ere he burſt into a flood of tears, and could 
not ſpeak for ſome time. 


as When he recovered himſelf a little, he looked 
round, and ſaid, ** Dear--what crowds of people are 
here, to come to ſee us die! O Sir, preach to them; 
preach to them. Tell them how wicked we have been 


Don't ſpare us, It may be the means of warnipg 
others. 


Min. I hope you will preach to them too, and 
warn young people to flee from the wrath to come. 


Francis, J will. 
By this time we were near the place of execution; 


I then defired to ſpeak a word to the undcr- Sheri, 
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who received me with a placid countenance, blended 
with a degree of ſorrow and concern, I aſked him 
leave to give a word of exhortation to the ſpecta- 


tors, before the convicts ſuffered, He anſwered with 


great cordiality, ** Sir, you are very welcome, and 
take your own time.” TI then went into the cart, 
and ſtood upon the coflins where the criminals ſat.— 
A Tremor ſeized me, I believe for about a minute : 
the vaſt multitude putting me in mind of the day of 
Judgment. A general filence ſoon took place among 
the Crowd, and all were huſh, I had a Bible, and a 
Prayer Book in my pocket. I gave out a part of the 
Lamentation of a ſinner, and there was almoſt a gene- 
ral ſinging.—I prayed, then preached from 2 Tr, 
ll. 22. Flee youthful luſts fg.“ Then we ſung the 
other part of the Lamentation of a ſinner, and prayed 


(rather as the mouth of the priſoners than the mult*- 


tude) kneeling on the coffins, then pronounced the 
Benediction.—I took my leave of them, putting 
them in mind of that ſcripture prayer, Lord Feſus, 
„into thine hands I commit my ſpirit.” But it almoit 
broke my heart when they ſeized my hands 
their eyes ſwimming with tears, and it was with 


great difficulty they let me” go,— I haſtened away 


out of ſight : my heart was full—I could nc t bear the 
fight of their death, But ſeveral people told me 
that their exhortations to the people before they 
died werevery moving. 


This was a day 1 ſhall never forget. Although 
it is diHicult to form a juſt idea of the true ſtate of 


. thelie 


+ See Sermon the vii, 
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theſe two men, whether their repentance was ge- 
nuine ornot, yet this 1s evident; thata particularlight 
ſeemed to break in upon Francis's mind, and Brooks 
was not inſenſible.—I muſt leave it to the great Day 
when the ſecrets of all men's hearts ſhall be revealed; 
But this I have to ſay, that the work of that day was 
happily inſtrumental to awaken ſome careleſs, drow- 
zy ſinners, that were before entirely unconcerned 
about their ſouls; and they have ever ſince ſhunned 
the broad way of fin and deſtruction, Thus I have 
given you a particular account of that tranſaction 
according to your deſire. I think I have omitted 
nothing material, unleſs the expoſitions upon many 
parts of ſcripture, which would take too much room 
and time.—Tt may not be amiſs to obſerve, that there 
ſeemed to be an over-ruling Providence in the tranſ- 
actions of that day: The weather was fine, the ſun 
ſhone bright, the multitude ſtood in that part of the 
common where the wind carried iny voice, and the 
greateſt part, if not all, heard diſtinctly: So that in 
theſe reſpects one could not wiſh things were other- 
wiſe than they were, except the melancholy occaſion 
of them, It is time to conclude.—Among the many 
friends who love and eſteem you, Continue in the 
number, the name of 
Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, and 
obliged ſervant, 


David EDwARDS, 


Ipfavich, May, 13, 1765. 
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Sermons p. 1. and throughout the Dialogue, for Brook r. Brock 
p- 65. inthe Note, for Xerxes r. Xeuxes 
p. 73+ 1. 29. for confideration r. conſecration 
P- 74- 1. 14 after Vengeance, add © It would not avail.” 
p. 138. 1. 10. for capitol r. capital 
r. 139. I. 16. inſtead of “ rob the auoman, r. © rob a woman,” 
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